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GUNNER CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 13 December 2019 American Legion on Burton Hill Road  

Fort Worth, Texas 
See Page 6 for more details 
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     Bob Ethington 
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     (540) 550-4776 .  
     E-Mail:  
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Dave Donatto  
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     Cripple Creek, CO 80813 
     (719) 661-6216  
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Pete Karjanis  
5217 SE 86  
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(405) 430-2881  

        E-Mail: karb52@cox.net 
  

Thanks to all the folks that attended the Oklahoma City Reunion and sent in their personal pictures. A 
special thank you to Donald Holmes, Bo Rigard, Dale Dillahunty, Bob Matherly, Cease Walker, Michele 
Barry, Eric Emde, and to the few others that I didn’t get your names, I apologize, but thank you all very 
much. 
 
The front cover is the first ‘official’ picture of Al Moore after he landed during Linebacker II and the 
MiG kill on Christmas Eve, 1972. The leadership at the time, when they first saw this picture, well, it is 
now safe to say, they didn’t like or approve of it. There is a longer story associated with this picture so 
stay tuned for the April edition which will include the real story! 
 
Let’s not forget the gunners and crewmembers that didn’t return during the Christmas Season while 
Linebacker II was going on. Keep their loved ones in your thoughts and prayers.  
 
A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Hope for great health and resilience to you all. 
 
Can’t thank you enough for your contributions to our Short Bursts. Keep those cards and letters flowing 
with your personal recollections and stories that we all enjoy so much!   C’est~la~Vie! 

mailto:jstallings4269@hotmail.com
mailto:ashrobertr@att.net
mailto:ddonatto11@gmail.com
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FORMER AFGA ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

  BUD CONDER                  HARRIS                         LARRY              BUD GANTZER          JOE KENNEDY       
           TOLMICH                LEWANDOWSKI         

DOUG CALDWELL             CEASE WALKER                         RICK SWAIN                                MACK LEE 

THE FOUNDING MEMBERS OF THE AIR FORCE GUNNERS ASSOCIATION 
 
 

                            BILL DAYTON                                     JIM ZAENGLE FRED ARTHUR 
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FORMER AFGA ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

 NEIL RICHARDS           PAUL SAVKO           ANDY ANDERSON         DON MURPHY        JOHN SHLAPAK                            

 BOB MATHERLY              JIM HOKE             PARKER BLAKE            IGGY CRUZ            JOHN STANTON 

 CHUCK DEAN             JAY INGLE              RALPH STEARNS             RORY KOON            BOB ASHLEY 

At our most recent Oklahoma City Reunion, we retired Ralph Stearns, our Finance Officer for more than two dec-
ades with Gelvin Nicely. Our Public Affairs Officer, Dan Danish is now our new Vice President as Bob Ashley was 
retired. Rory Koon has stepped down as Historian and we welcome Dave Donatto to that position.  
 
The Public Affairs Officer position is now vacant.  
 
Please see the Oklahoma City Reunion Business Meeting notes for more information about the Officer Elections 
on page 15 in this December Short Bursts edition. 
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For those of you who are keeping track, the reunion in San  
Diego will mark the 30th anniversary of when the gunner was 
eliminated off the B-52 thus ending a long-standing tradition of 
an enlisted air-to-air defensive gunner on a bomber type air-
craft. This position dates back to World War I. 
 
I’m looking for a design that captures this event and the histor-
ical significances this had. I would like for you to design a 
logo commemorating this event so we can put this on Pins, 
Coins, Shirts, Hats, Mugs, etc.  
 
These items will be sold at the reunion. Voting will be complet-
ed by the current officers and past presidents. 
 
The winner will get free reunion registration and one comp 
room night at the hotel. This will only be redeemed at the re-
union in San Diego. 
  
Please submit your ideas to me at jstallings4269@hotmail.com 
or mail your design work to 702 Doral Dr., Marengo, IL  
60152-3385.   
 
Thank You. 
 
John Stallings      
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FT WORTH GUNNER CHRISTMAS PARTY 13 DECEMBER 2019  

FROM: Don Emerson  
SUBJECT: Fort Worth Gunners Christmas Party 13 December 
 
Just a quick note to let everyone know that this years Christmas 
Party will be on December 13th at the American Legion 6261 on 
1125 Burton Hill Road near the old Carswell AFB in Fort Worth, 
Texas, Social Hour 1730, Dinner 1830. 
 
I just wanted to give everyone a heads-up. (RSVP now if you plan 
to attend, emersdr@aol.com) 
 
For the last two years Pete Kau brought some really great pulled 
pork. If anyone has a special meat dish they would like to bring, it 
would be greatly appreciated. Please let me know about that as 
soon as possible. I will continue to help out with some sort of meat. 
 
I'll get out an official invitation early in December. 
 
Hope to see everyone at the annual Gunner Christmas Party on 13 
December. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Don Emerson 
emersdr@aol.com 
C’est~la~Vie! 
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AFGA  MESSAGE  

SHORT BURSTS DECEMBER 2019 EDITION 
 
I overheard attendees at the Oklahoma City Reunion say that this was one of the best reunions that they can remember 
in a very long time. The planners that coordinated the activities deserve much recognition and praise.  
 
Our association president John Stallings hit it out of the park on the Oklahoma City reunion. He has acquired plenty 
of great practical experience from past AFGA officers making these events so enjoyable for all the folks that attend.  
 
John has paid his dues and dedicates many hours of coordination and arm wrestling with tour companies, transporta-
tion, hotel staff, and tourist sites to get us the best prices possible for our group with affordability for all in the fore-
front. He has to gamble, take huge risks, and commit to many contracts in hopes we can fill up the seats and rooms 
and make the minimums required to get us these remarkable good deals we all enjoy.  
 
The accommodations at the host hotel, the Embassy Suites, couldn’t be better and their staff was beside him every 
step of the way to ensure a highly successful reunion for all of us to enjoy. The coordination behind the scenes for an 
Oklahoma State cabinet official and general officer to attend and be our banquet guest speaker is more than a monu-
mental task.  
 
The same can be said of Dan Danish and his wife, Linda who are months preparing behind the scenes to collect each 
reservation right down to checking in each attendee and double checking their choices of dinners and tours.  
 
And lastly, we would like to kindly thank all past and present volunteers who do a remarkable job hauling, picking 
up, setting up, and the administration of the varied functions of our memorable reunions. Without them stepping up, 
our reunions would not be the events we have come to know, expect, and thoroughly enjoy.  
 
Once again, thank you to all, especially the folks that could attend and did attend this reunion to make it the memora-
ble event it was! Without your continued support, commitment, and attendance, we could not put on these gala events 
for all our membership to enjoy.  
 
We sure hope to see all that attended this reunion to be at the San Diego reunion in 2021. It will be here before you 
know it so start making your plans, commitments, and preparations now.  
  
C’est~la~Vie! 

This is your Short Bursts, an account of the happenings of the Air Force Gunner Association. In order for that to 
happen, please jot down your thoughts and memories and send them in NOW! They can be sent in by US Mail, e-
mail, or any form you like to use.  
 
The most important thing is to get them written down and to the editor in the next few months. The next Short 
Bursts goes to print in early March and to your mailboxes the first week in April, 2020. Send any stories or infor-
mation to karb52@cox.net or 405-430-2881 or any association officer listed on the second page, C’est~la~Vie! 
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AFGA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE - JOHN STALLINGS 

Hello Gunners, Wives, and Family Members,   
 
The 2019 reunion at the Embassy Suites, Oklahoma City, is in the books and from the feedback, it 
was one of the best ones we’ve had in a while, some even said best ever!  
 
This reunion saw a lot of gunners attending for the very first time and from what I’ve heard, they 
had a great time and can’t wait for the next one. Please pass on your experience you had at the re-
union to friends you know who have not attended a reunion or attended in a while.  
 
I would also like to thank the gunners, wives, and family members who have attended before for 

coming back. These reunions are for people to meet old friends, make new friends, and share a common experience 
that we all have. If you have not been to a reunion, give it a try, you might be surprised how much fun it is. Just ask 
the first timers from this year’s reunion how much fun it was!    
 
There was also another first at this reunion. This was the first time we have been able to hold a reunion at an Embassy 
Suites hotel. For those of you who are not familiar with this hotel, they offer two hours of free drinks and made to or-
der breakfast each day. I heard a lot of positive comments about the hotel and their staff.  
 
The one downer was the bar did not stay open later for the gunners that were there after closing. I tried to get them to 
stay open but they would not budge. I didn’t know that many reunion attendees would still be up, otherwise I 
would’ve made better arrangements with the hotel, my bad. Thanks to Pete for sneaking in a case of beer to keep the 
party going! Usually these hotels are way out of our price range but I was lucky to get the same rate we had in Nash-
ville, Tennessee. In the future, I will try and get Embassy Suites for our reunions if practical.        
 
Our next reunion will be in San Diego, California, September 2021. San Diego is known for its beaches, parks, and 
warm climate. Immense Balboa Park is the site of the renowned San Diego Zoo, as well as numerous art galleries, 
artist studios, museums, and gardens. A deep harbor is home to a large active naval fleet, with the USS Midway, an 
aircraft-carrier-turned-museum, open to the public. This will be the first time a reunion will be held in California. I’m 
currently trying to secure a hotel for San Diego and hope to have something soon. I have several options and right 
now, just trying to iron out some of the details to make the choices easier. More to come. Start planning now.   
 
For those of you who are counting, the next reunion will mark the 30th anniversary of when the gunners were taken 
off the B-52 thus ending the long-standing tradition of having an air-to-air, defensive gunner on a bomber type air-
craft. This position dates all the way back to WW I. So, to commemorate this event, we are hoping to have shirts and 
patches to sell at the reunion with a contest design submitted by our members. More to come so stay tuned!     
 
If you took any pictures at the reunion, please forward your best ones to Pete, our editor, and he will include them in 
future Short Bursts. The more the better. Please include your stories too, they are a huge part of making the Short 
Bursts our publication of your contributions to our unique aeronautical history never to be repeated again!  
 
During the Oklahoma City reunion, we voted on a reunion site for 2023. The winning bid was Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania.  
 
Pittsburgh is not the city it used to be. Once a center for heavy industry, today Pittsburgh's skyline has been trans-
formed. Riverfronts are thoughtfully developed, utilized for recreation now more than ever. Attractions include the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, the Carnegie Museum of Art, and the Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gar-
dens. In the North Shore neighborhood are the modern Andy Warhol Museum, Heinz Field football stadium, and 
PNC Park baseball stadium.  
 
Pittsburgh also has a fantastic food scene. Recently, BBC Good Food named Pittsburgh one of the top 10 destinations 
for foodies, the only U.S. city to make the list, and Restaurant Hospitality named Pittsburgh the Food City of the Year 
for 2019! Looks like a good place for a reunion in 2023!     
 
In closing I would like to thank everybody who attended the 2019 reunion and hope to see you in San Diego. I also 
would like to wish everybody a happy and safe holiday season and a Happy New Year.   John   C’est~la~Vie! 
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AFGA VICE PRESIDENT- DAN DANISH 

Our new Air Force Gunners Association Vice President, Dan Dan-
ish, was born in Massachusetts in 1956.  
 
Dan enlisted in May, 1974, and completed gunnery school in June, 
1975, at Castle AFB, California. He was back at Castle two years 
later when he was upgraded to instructor in 1977.  
 
Dan was assigned to the 441st Bomb Squadron, Mather AFB, Cali-
fornia, the 9th Bomb Squadron, Carswell AFB, Texas, and the 69th 
Bomb Squadron, Loring AFB, Maine.  
 
As a crewmember, instructor, and evaluator, he flew and logged a 
lot of time in the B-52D, G, and H models.  
 

While stationed at Loring, his crew was awarded the Curtis E. Lemay Award for the 
Best Aircrew in the Strategic Air Command. His gunnery career ended in October, 1991 
when CINCSAC General Butler eliminated the gunners from the B-52.  
 
The highlight of his career was when he deployed to Diego Garcia as the wing gunner 
during Operation Desert Storm. Although he flew only one combat mission while there, 
he felt his sixteen years of training and instructing were well worth it because he was 
confident and rewarded that all the younger gunners he had trained over the years were 
prepared and equipped for the Persian Gulf War.  
 
Dan retrained into the medical field and retired as a chief master sergeant.  
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AFGA FINANCIAL OFFICER - GELVIN NICELY 

Gelvin Nicely was drafted by the Army but managed to get into the 
Air Force on 25 June 1970 and was sworn in by his father, an active-
duty Air Force Colonel. Following basic training, he received initial 
specialty training at the U.S. Army Engineer School, Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, which led to his qualification as an Air Force geodetic 
computations specialist. He was then assigned to the 1st Combat 
Evaluation Group at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana. He completed tours 
of duty at the Group's ground-directed radar bombing detachments 
(call sign “Milky”) at Hue Phu Bai and Son Tra (Monkey Mountain) 
Bases, Republic of Vietnam. In 1972, he was assigned to the 1st Ge-
odetic Survey Squadron, Defense Mapping Agency, F. E. Warren 
AFB, Wyoming, where he performed astronomic position, elevation, 
and gravity anomaly surveys and computations in support of Depart-
ment of Defense applications. 
 
Nicely was accepted for retraining as a B-52 defensive aerial gunner 
and following survival and qualification training, he was assigned to 
Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota in 1974. Nicely was a B-52G gunner 
and flight instructor while assigned to the 77th Bombardment Squad-
ron, a B-52H instructor and flight examiner for the 37th Bombard-
ment Squadron, and the gunnery simulator instructor for the Wing. 
In 1982, he was assigned to Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota, where 
he served as a flight scheduler and flight examiner for the 319th 
Bombardment Wing, and as training flight instructor gunner for the 
46th Bombardment Squadron. 
 
Nicely was selected for reassignment to Headquarters, Strategic Air 
Command, Offutt AFB, Nebraska, in 1985. As an exercise manager 
for the Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations, he directed SAC's B-52 
and FB-111 participation in RED FLAG, GREEN FLAG, and MA-
PLE FLAG, the largest series of flying exercises in the command. He introduced B-1, RC-135, and U-2 aircraft par-
ticipation into these exercises, pioneered an operational concept to improve the warfighting skills crews developed 
from their training, and managed SAC's nuclear bomb simulators as well as all live and simulated conventional 
weapons used for exercises and training. 
 
In 1987, Nicely was recruited by the SAC Deputy Chief of Staff, Requirements and Test, as an acquisition manager 
for programs to meet operational needs for lethal and non-lethal aircraft defensive systems and worldwide connec-
tivity improvements. He led a program which developed and fielded state-of-the-art instrumentation for bomber air-
craft which dramatically improved the feedback crews received during and after missions on certain training ranges. 
When the decision was made to remove gunners from the B-52, Nicely ensured a smooth transition of equipment 
and responsibilities to other crew positions. He was the last gunner in SAC to be promoted to SMSgt with a date of 
rank 1 September 1991. 
 
Retraining once again, he completed the Aerospace Physiology Specialist course, USAF School of Aerospace Med-
icine, Brooks AFB, Texas, in 1992, and was assigned as Superintendent, Physiological Training Center, 49th Medi-
cal Group, Holloman AFB, New Mexico. He managed the Department of Defense's only human centrifuge used 
exclusively for aircrew training, and directly participated in the training of more than 4,000 U.S. and allied person-
nel. He served as Superintendent, 49th Aerospace Medicine Squadron until 1995, when he was assigned as the En-
listed Manager of the 9th Physiological Support Squadron at Beale AFB, California. There he led a team of 130 
people in seven specialties to conduct support activities for global U-2 reconnaissance, including flight line opera-
tions, pressure suit maintenance, and specialized aircrew training. After over 30 years of service, CMSgt Nicely was 
sworn out of the Air Force on 1 July 2000 by his father, a retired Air Force Colonel. 
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AFGA HISTORIAN’S MESSAGE - DAVE DONATTO 

To My Fellow Gunners, Wives, and Family Members: 
 
I really appreciate that you voted me as the new AFGA Historian at 
the business meeting during the recent OKC Reunion.  
 
There are several goals that I want to continue, start, and create. I 
would like to continue the Where They Went From Here articles. For 
this, I will need input from the membership. I will do an article on 
myself next issue.  
 
I also plan on doing articles on different bomb squadrons. Again, I 
would like input from the membership. Feel free to call, text, or e-
mail me at (719) 661-6216, or at ddonatto11@gmail.com.  
 
The other project that I want to create is a list of gunners by year and 
base. I will get the information from old Bull Dog Bulletins and from 
other sources. 
 
Just a quick synopsis on who I am. I cross trained as a SSgt into the 
gunnery field in 1977 and went to Carswell for Combat Crew Train-
ing, then was stationed in Guam, Barksdale, Tinker, and then Castle. I flew in D’s, G’s and flew two sorties in an H 
model. From Castle I went to Space Command at Falcon AFB twice with a tour at Diego Garcia in between. I retired 
in 1997 as a SMSGT. 

 
The 2019 Reunion at Oklahoma City was the first reunion that I was able to attend. I 
want to thank all of the officers who put this on. I was very impressed and was 
pleased with our accommodations. My wife and I went on several of the excursions 
and truly enjoyed them.  
 
Over the years, I had lost touch with many of my gunner friends. It was interesting to 
see so many people that I had been stationed with over the 14 years that I was a gun-
ner. The first night, I had met my roommate and classmate, Donald Holmes and his 
wife, from the 4018th CCTS at Carswell 40-some years ago.  
 
Got to see some of my old mentors and Wing Gunners like CMSgt Toomer and 
SMSgt Stanton. Got to reunite with a lot of my Barksdale and Castle Friends.  
 
A special shout to Jimbo (James Galambos) and my first student Jeff Rowley. (A 

dream student)! Saw GW Smith who gave me my check ride at Tinker AFB.  
 
What also was interesting was meeting gunners that I knew their names but never had met them. I 

was able to talk to some Korean Era gunners and their stories 
were very interesting. Met some B-36 gunners too. Unfortunately 
I waited too long to meet the World War II gunners.  
 
This last point is the most important point, for our members who have never gone 
to a reunion, I highly encourage you to go to the 2021 Reunion at San Diego as 
we are not getting younger. John Stallings and Dan Danish do an outstanding job 
in organizing these reunions along with the other officers.  
 
My wife had never knew me in my gunner days and she was very impressed with 
the whole experience. Until next issue,   
 
Dave   C’est~la~Vie! 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER - BOB ETHINGTON  

Greetings from your Membership Chairman, hello from Northern Virginia!  
 
It is quickly turning to fall in the mountains of Virginia. The leaves have all turned to a 
beautiful array of red, yellow, orange, and green. The Blue Ridge Mountains don’t look very 
blue during this time of year. The weather has still been mild, but getting cooler.   
 
It is a great time to be a gunner. Membership has been increasing noticeably since the last 
report. We have had five new life members and a couple of new annual members join the 
association.   
 
Welcome Johnny Barfield (life), Mark Correll (life), Dale Knapp (life), Dave Donatto 
(upgrade to life), Ed Chalk (upgrade to life), Eric Snyman, Richard King, Terry Cox, and 
Donald Holmes. We welcome you into the association and look forward to seeing you at fu-

ture reunions. We hope you will interact with other members of the association and help us maintain our history. In-
vite your gunner friends to also join and become involved. We pretty much only have word of mouth as our means of 
distributing awareness of the AFGA.  
 
We had a great reunion this year. I haven’t 
been to many, but this was the best one that I 
have attended. Our attendance was up, there 
were many that had not attended before, and 
of course many of our most revered leaders 
were there.  
 
I always look forward to the opportunity to 
spend time sharing stories and experiences 
with those who understand and have experi-
enced many of the same or similar events. 
This year was no exception!  
 
One of the highlights of every reunion that I 
have attended is the opportunity to witness 
the infamous Pete Karjanis when he gets on 
a roll. Although we were never stationed to-
gether, Pete is one of my dearest friends and I always enjoy my time visiting with him at a reunion. You never know 
what will be the topic of the year. Thanks for making this year as enjoyable as the others, Pete.   
 
One of my oldest friends, Dave Donatto, was here this year and that made my day. I didn’t have a lot of assignments 
as a gunner (four, two at the same base), but there were folks at this reunion from each of my assignments going back 
to the very first one in 1974. That is what makes these reunions so great; old memories and acquaintances are rekin-
dled.  
 
John Stallings and his team always do a great job with the reunion arrangements and this year was no exception. 
Thanks John. Thanks also to Dan Danish. It is definitely a thankless job getting all of the registrations in and making 
sure we can secure the hotel and accommodations. I, for one, appreciate all of the hard work you all put into each re-
union.   
 
I look forward to being bombarded with new membership requests as each of you encourage your gunner friends to 
join or rejoin. We can keep this organization going for quite a while if everyone participates and encourages their 
friends to participate. We are still a unique group of airmen and always will be, never to be repeated in the USAF. 
 
Dave    
 
C’est~la~Vie! 
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EDITOR'S COMMENTS  

Dang, I sure didn’t want to miss the squadron reunion 
that Warner Robins had a couple of years ago. We had 
to attend a funeral or we would have been there.  
 
I had a great time assigned at Warner Robins. It was a 
smaller bomb squadron than my first and second as-
signment at Wright Patt and KI Sawyer. It was my first 
time in a G model BUFF and Dave Gray made my 
transition very easy. He was the most experienced and longest assigned gunner at the 

FUMU the Indian Squadron. Dave was a staff sergeant on S-01, he was a genuine gunner bad @$$! 
 
Not only that, Dave figured out early that both of us had many shared interests. Dave was mechanically talented and 
he was regularly having a lot of fun at the Warner Robins Dragstrip. He had a hot rod Barracuda, the early one with 
the fastback window. I had a Ford Torino GT, the same one Rory Koon will tell you, he and I cross-countried in 
from water survival in Florida to survival school at Fairchild, then down the coast to Castle right after basic training. 
 
Dave had a nice Sportster and I had an old Harley panhead. There was an unexplainable professional respect since 
he treated me as an experienced staff sergeant, just like he was. Things couldn’t have been better, I was just paroled 
from a long and very cold northern-tier assignment at KI Sawyer, Michigan. When we departed KI for the last time 
in mid-May, it was freezing and snowing. When we arrived at Robins AFB, Georgia, it was very humid and ex-
tremely hot.  
 
There were several motorcycles in the parking lot of the Warner Robins bomb squadron. Even better were the stand-
out cars, all very nice and clean. Tom Fisher had a hot Dodge Demon, Bob Keeney had the nicest ‘64 Impala, there 
was the reddest ‘55 Chevy a co-pilot owned, and a half-dozen custom vans. That is how Tom Fisher got two  
B-52s to fly over his CE compound retirement party at Lackland; he helped his co-pilot put the interior in his Dodge 
van while on alert in the alert parking lot.  
 
Right before Tom Fisher retired as the chief of CE (civil engineering) many, many years later, he just e-mailed his 
old co-pilot now at Barksdale from Lackland with a special request. His former co-pilot replied back something 
like, “I’ll see what I can do but won’t promise.” Tom courtesy copied his CE squadron commander since the e-mail 
was going off station. His commander asked Tom something like, “When the heck do you just e-mail the 8th AF 
Commander, much less ask him for a B-52 flyover at your retirement?”   
 
Much to all our surprise, there were two B-52s in a nice, slow formation that flew directly over the CE compound 
retirement party for a lot of folks to never, ever forget. How many gunners can say they had not one but two B-52s 
flyover for their retirement? 
 
Our bomb squadron commander at Robins had an ordinary, lime green Ford Pinto. It was hot rodded to the limit 
with one of the first custom turbos and the only give-away was this huge three-inch exhaust. He never lost a grudge 
race! It was a magical time to be assigned there, several gunners and crewmembers had a unique muscle car, motor-
cycle, or custom van. We even had a squadron road rally and party with the many automotive enthusiasts assigned. 
It was always a car show in the parking lot and you could always tell from the cars lined up at the alert facility who 
was on alert.  
 
Speaking of alert at Warner Robins, the alert shack and SAC tenant part of the base were on the far backside across 
the ramp and runway from the AFLC side basically down the ‘swamp road.’ One of the reasons the B-52 bombers 
were kicked off Robins was the Domino Pizza delivery guys. They would make a right turn off that swamp road 
right into the alert aircraft parking ramp to deliver pizzas. They couldn’t see the red line they crossed usually after 
dark on that open alert throat with that painted square warning of the use of deadly force. Several lost folks would 
drive right into the alert ramp from time-to-time too. Never a dull moment while on alert at Robins in those days 
before the B-52s and that squadron were deactivated in 1983.   
 
Since I came into this close-knit southern squadron from KI Sawyer in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, now my 
best buddy, Dave Gray, the most experienced and most time on station gunner had to ”go north.” Some gunners  
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EDITOR'S COMMENTS  

would probably hold a slight grudge being forced to go north by the assignment system. North meant Loring, KI, 
Grand Forks, Ellsworth, or Minot, since Kincheloe and Wurtsmith, were now deactivated.  
 
It is now early fall, Dave is going to attempt to ride his Harley Sportster from Warner Robins, Georgia, to Grand 
Forks, North Dakota! The morning Dave rode north, I gave him my winter parka and two Autolite spark plugs for 
his Harley. Since that moment, Dave Gray became one of my life-long gunner buddies forever and he did make it 
on his Sportster to his new assignment. I sure regret not being at the Warner Robins Squadron Reunion to visit with 
all the gunners, crewmembers, and especially my life-long gunner buddy who I miss dearly, Dave Gray!     

Dave Gray was born in March, 1952, in New York 
state. He entered the USAF in July, 1971, at Tam-
pa and attended basic training like most of us did 
at Lackland in August of 1971.  
 
Dave applied for B-52 gunnery training at Lack-
land but was assigned to another career field. He 

applied again for the gunnery career field and attended CCTS 
(Combat Crew Training) at Castle from June to November, 1975.  
 
He was assigned after graduating to the 28 Bomb Squadron at Robins AFB, Georgia. He served as crew gunner, 
instructor gunner, and chief stan-eval gunner.  
 
In October, 1981, he was assigned to Grand Forks, North Dakota. He served as the conversion instructor from  
B-52H to the B-52G along with being the initial cadre of the new Weapon System Trainer instructors until 1985.  
 
He was then assigned to Blytheville AFB, Arkansas and became the Squadron Gunner. He flew combat with the 
806th Bomb Wing Provisional from RAF Fairford, England, during Desert Storm. He retired from Eaker AFB in 
1991 and now resides in Macon, Georgia.     
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OKLAHOMA CITY REUNION  BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

2019 Meeting Minutes 
 
President John Stallings talked about the meeting minutes missing from 2017. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the 
meeting minutes from 2017 reunion were missing and were not recorded. Members were not able to accept the 
minutes from 2017.  
 
Reunion location voted on in Nashville was San Diego, California. 
    
President John Stallings talked about taking over the finances from Ralph Stearns due to health conditions and una-
ble to keep up with current demands. John also talked about opening up an account with Bank of America. He also 
addressed the fact that Dan, Pete, and Bob have the ability to deposit money only into the account so we are not 
sending money across the U.S. and hopefully this will cut down the time the checks are outstanding. They will not 
have the ability to withdraw money. 
 
Current Finance Numbers: 
BX - $4807 
General – $2633 
Reunion - $2405 
CD’s - $16795 
Savings - $4995 
 
Will still have CDs at Umpqua Bank because to take them out early will result in a penalty for early withdrawal.  
CDs will be moved over to Bank of America around April/May time frame.  
John also talked about how the website went down due to loss of domain. The issue has been fixed and going for-
ward should be no issue. 
The Corporation had become inactive, needed to reactivate and renewal is for May 2020. 
Membership (Bob Ethington) – Membership remains strong. Gaining new members every month. 
Editor (Pete Karjanis) – Renewal for Short Burst going well. Submission for Short Burst are good. Input from mem-
bers are going well. 
BX – Currently do not have a BX officer – Current amount is $4807.  Looking to get new items for 2020. 
Chaplin (Mike Gilmore) – Talked about the donation of the Gunner Memorial Bell for the AFGA and how the own-
er of the company donated the engraving for free because his dad was a B-17 gunner. Thanked everybody for keep-
ing him informed of gunners who have passed away. Please keep Mike and the leadership up when it comes to a 
gunner passing.  
 
New Business: 
Election of new Officers. 
Dan Danish was nominated for Vice President (no others were nominated) and voted on by the attending members 
and won the nomination. 
Gelvin Nicely was nominated for Finance Officer (no others were nominated) and voted on by the attending mem-
bers and won the nomination. 
Dave Donatto was nominated for Historian and voted on by the attending members and won the nomination. 
Open positions – Public Affairs and BX officers. 
 
2023 Reunion Site nominations: 
 
Washington, DC 
Portland, ME 
Pittsburgh, PA - Won the vote for Eastern US reunion location in 2023 after San Diego in 2021 
Dayton, OH 
Savanna, GA 
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OKLAHOMA CITY REUNION BANQUET GUEST SPEAKER 

(Saturday Banquet introduction of distinguished guest 
speaker by John Stallings) 
 
I am honored to introduce the Honorable Oklahoma Secre-
tary of Military and Veteran Affairs, General Ben Robin-
son, and his lovely wife, Miss Linda.  
 
General Robinson's father was a Chief Master Sergeant, 
(the General) served 34 years in the US Army and USAF. 
He qualified in many fixed wing and rotor combat aircraft 
to include the B-1, B-2, CH-3, CH-47, E-3, E-8, TC-18, 
and UH-1 Hueys in Vietnam. He once was Stan Eval  
B-52H pilot out of the 379th Bomb Wing, Wurtsmith AFB, 
Michigan, he commanded two flying wings, a flying group, 
and a space center. 
  
The general was a director on the Air Staff and was the 
Vice Commander of 8th Air Force at Barksdale. 
 
He is a command pilot with 5000 flying hours and 150 
combat missions.  
 
The general was a Boeing Executive and Director of Boe-
ing Aerospace Operations, Oklahoma City Boeing Site. 
He led the phenomenal Boeing growth effort in Oklahoma 
City. 
 
The general is also the Owner/President of Sentry One 
LLC., an aerospace industry consulting company  

specializing in a wide spectrum of aeronautical expertise.  
 
The general was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Oklahoma Aerospace Alliance and the Gen-
eral Thomas P Stafford Award for exceptional support and contributions to the Oklahoma Aerospace Industry.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, the Honorable Oklahoma Secretary of Military and Veteran Affairs, General Ben Robin-
son ... 
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OKLAHOMA CITY REUNION  

The Oklahoma City Reunion got officially underway on Wednesday, 5th of September with a 0900 business meet-
ing at the Embassy Suites in Oklahoma City with the association officers. Final coordination for execution had ar-
rived since the last time the officers sat down together in Nashville two years earlier.  
 
The Hospitality Room was set up along with the Gunners BX as all schedules, times, and last minute details were 
coordinated and assigned. Can you imagine the coordination involved with the Honorable Oklahoma Secretary of 
Military and Veterans Affairs attending and being the guest speaker for our evening? Same with the Honor Guard 
from Tinker AFB and all the coordination and rehearsals they require for the Honorable Secretary, a retired Air 
Force general. 
 
From the very beginning, the Embassy Suites was a top notch facility, brand new, and that set the stage for some-
thing more magical in the air then any of the previous reunions that I can remember being involved with. Their staff 
bent way over backward to accommodate our every special need we requested of them. From Gunner Bob Reynolds 
special handicap room that he was so pleased with right down to the last detail of our Sunday Open Mike, they were 
there behind the scenes hustling to make things the best they possibly could and picture perfect when the crowd 
anxiously stepped through those doors to the next scheduled function.  
 
Besides one or two inconveniences like the holding area for the Satur-
day Banquet with over a hundred attendees assembled when the air 
conditioning was straining to keep up, absolutely no other facility 
complaints were voiced. The other inconvenience was the bar closing 
down with many attendees still having a great time each night way past 
closing time. 
 
The tours, entertainment, and food went without a hitch and were thor-
oughly enjoyed. Most importantly, we had a special guest who wanted 
to be in attendance and hang with the most decorated air-to-air defen-
sive aerial gunners in history, Colonel (retired) Charles DeBellevue.  
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OKLAHOMA CITY REUNION  

Colonel Chuck DeBellevue became one of only five Americans to 
achieve flying ace status during the Vietnam War, and the first as an Air 
Force weapon systems officer. He was credited with a total of six MiG 
kills, the most earned by any U.S. aviator during the Vietnam War. He is a 
recipient of the Air Force Cross, three Silver Stars, Legion of Merit, and 
five Distinguished Flying Crosses. He was the last American ACE on Ac-
tive Duty when he retired as an Air Force Colonel on February 1, 1998.  
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OKLAHOMA CITY REUNION  BANQUET 
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OKLAHOMA CITY REUNION COUPLES 
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OKLAHOMA CITY REUNION  
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FUN TIMES AT THE OKC REUNION  
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FRIDAY DINNER THEATER  

Friday night after dinner, we had one of the most perfect-for-this-crowd performances by Jimmy Durante and Dean 
Martin. The only person who would have voted a nay would have been Bill Saska to keep it from being perfect.   
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LETTERS AND E-MAILS 

FROM: Cease Walker 
DATE: 11 September 2019 
SUBJECT: Norm Lake from August Short Bursts 

HEY GUYS, 
  
I WAS READING SHORT BURST, YOU MENTIONED 
NORM LAKE.  
HE CAME ON OUR B-36 CREW AWAY BACK IN THE 
EARLY FIFTIES. 
DID HE EVER MENTION HE HAD GONE TO THE 1950 

(OR 52) OLYMPICS TO PLAY WATER POLO IN FINLAND??? HE WAS ON THE EL SEGUNDO SWIM 
TEAM FROM CALIFORNIA.  

I THINK HE MUST HAVE HAD WEBBED FEET, GREAT SWIMMER.  
WE CALLED HIM "BILL" IN THOSE DAYS ... 
     
BUCK SGT TOMMY ADKINS AND I CARRIED HIS RADAR NAV OUT OF THEIR MOD 
AT U-T WHILE ASLEEP (PASSED OUT)  IN HIS SACK AT THE BEHEST OF HIS A/C ... 
NOISY SLEEPER.  
 
TOMMY WAS AT OUR HOUSE THE NIGHT BEFORE HE WAS KILLED IN AN ACCI-
DENT COMING OUT THE BACK GATE AT CASTLE, 08:30. I ALWAYS WONDERED 
WHERE HE WAS OFF TOO THAT EARLY ON A DUTY DAY. 

 
THANKS FOR ALL YOUR HELP IN MAKING A GREAT REUNION HAPPEN … CEASE 
 
FROM: Rory Koon 
DATE: 11 September 2019 
SUBJECT: Norm Lake from August Short Bursts 

I called both of them “Chief” of course! Never knew they were ever crewed together! Never saw them hang out to-
gether. I was at Castle with both of them. Norm kept a photo of his Olympic water polo team and his medal in his 
office. It was a shame about Tommy. Wrong place at the wrong time.  Rory Koon 

FROM: Liz Anderson 
SUBJECT: Andy Anderson 
 
Pete – I am late getting caught up on my e-mails but wanted to let you 
know how much I appreciated your kind e-mail. Life has been rough the 
past 4 years – never in a million years did we think that either of us would 
have medical problems so when it happens you are so lost for a while. We 
just celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary at the nursing home that 
Andy resides in now. Thank goodness he still knows me and our daughter 
and can still communicate with us but time will change that so we prepare 
as best we can when it happens. It is difficult to come home to this big old 
house and the quietness is hard to get used to and the evenings are not 
easy to adjust to. Had several calls while the reunion was going on – Dan 
and I spoke several times as did some of the others who called. When the 
Gunner’s reunions first started – I was helping with the registration as 

they noticed that I knew so many who arrived. They wanted to know how I knew so many and I said well – we were 
stationed at Castle and so many of them came there for training and classes and they had many parties at the NCO 
Club plus Andy would bring them to the house on weekends for BBQ and Pool Parties. So they ask if I would serve 
at the registration desk ever since – and always enjoyed seeing old friends (from 1960) to new friends that joined 
later. Thanks again Pete – tell that pretty wife of yours hello and we send our best to you both.  Liz 



 

 35 

LETTERS AND E-MAILS  

FROM:  Kenneth Rigard 
SENT: Wednesday, September 11, 2019 
SUBJECT: Reunion Pictures 
 
Hey Pete:  It was a fantastic reunion! Great to see you and Connie again too. 
 
Got a couple of pictures to send along in case you can use them. 
 
Take care my friend. 
 
Bo Rigard 
 
Bo, 
Fastest weekend ever, didn’t get to spend even 15 minutes with folks that were 
there like Brad Barry but you know how fast it goes. We missed Dan Wruck and 
his wife this past reunion, hope they’re fine. 
Thanks for the pictures, didn’t have a minute to take any pictures, yours are really 
great ones to reflect on for a lot of folks. Keep in touch and ride safe brother! 

9-9-19   Pete - for your information - 
 
On page 14 of the August Short Bursts is a photo of two B-36s. I was right scanner on the nearest one.  
The planes are from the 39th Bomb Squadron at Walker AFB, Roswell, New Mexico. Photo was taken in 1955. 
Capt. Sidney J. Ward was the A/C and Tom Sparks was the 580. Both are now deceased. This photo is displayed at 
the Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio.  Jim Peterson 
 

Receiving letters like these are so much more than cool! Can’t thank you enough Jim for letting us all know!  Pete 
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LETTERS AND E-MAILS 

FROM: Raul Morales 
SUBJECT: AFGA Short Bursts Honoring My Father 
 
Pete,  
 
Thank you very much for the article in the publication. I have a lot of slides that I 
found in my fathers effects that are of Korea in 1953 with the article honoring my 
father, they really have a lot more meaning.    
 
During the last 18 months of my dads’ life, his memory loss took everything ex-
cept for his memories of the USAF in Korea. He was an 84 year old with the phys-
ical health of any 45 year old as he ran two miles everyday until he was 82. I know 
now why my dad was such a tough, determined man as the USAF was a big part 
of that. 
 
All you guys who have the guts to go up in a plane for the expectation of combat 
are the bravest of the brave. I would like to order five copies of the publication if 
possible, one for each of my brothers. Thanks again! 
 
Raul Morales 
 
Dear Police Officer Sergeant Raul Morales, 
 
Attached is the August edition of the AF Gunner publication, Short Bursts with an obit of your father. Thanks for 
bringing this to our attention. Please be safe out there! 
 
Pete K. 

FROM: Gail Raglin  
SUBJECT: George Raglin B-52 Gunner 
 
This is George's wife Gail. I just read the August Short 
Bursts. Thank you for doing a wonderful job on pictures 
for his Final Fly-By. 
 
George and I had planned to come to the OKC reunion 
next month.   
 
I was also saddened to see the Werner's had both passed.  
George and I spent a lot of time visiting with them in 
Nashville. 
 
Have a toast for George in OKC. He would like that. 
 
Gail Raglin 
 
Dear Miss Gail, 
 
Not to worry, we did remember, honor, and toast George as you requested. When the bar closed down at the Em-
bassy Suites during our reunion, our president, John Stallings, requested I bring more beer back from a convenience 
store and sneak it into the bar for the gunners and their wives that weren’t quite ready to retire after the bar shut 
down. We sure missed you two and knew you would have been right there with us at the bar like you were in Nash-
ville. All of our best to you!  Pete K.  
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LETTERS AND E-MAILS  

FROM: Shirley Dayton 
SUBJECT: HI PETE       
 
HOPE ALL IS WELL WITH YOU AND YOURS, JUST WANT YOU TO KNOW I EN-
JOYED THE SHORT BURST SO MUCH, REALLY LIKE THE BIOS ON THE GUYS, 
SO INTERESTING WHERE LIFE TOOK THEM AFTER THE AIR FORCE.  
 
SORRY TO READ ABOUT JOAN LEE, SHE WAS SUCH A COMFORT TO ME WHEN 
BILL DIED, I HOPE I TOLD HER HOW MUCH HER LETTERS MEANT TO ME. I 
DON'T KNOW MANY MEMBERS ANYMORE, WE HAVE LOST SO MANY.  

 
I KNEW GEORGE AND DOTTIE DITTON, JAY AND LORETTA INGLE, THE AN-
DERSONS’, THE LEE'S, AND SOME MORE, JUST CAN'T READILY BRING UP 
THEIR NAMES, BUT THEY ARE GONE NOW. I SEE IGGY RETIRED, WHAT A 
GAP WILL BE LEFT WHEN YOU TAKE YOUR TURN AT RETIREMENT!!! I DON'T 
SCHMOOZE PEOPLE, JUST SAY WHAT I THINK, NOT ALWAYS APPRECIATED I 
AM SURE, BUT I DO ENJOY THE SHORT BURST, THANKS FOR DOING IT SO 
WELL. HAVE A GREAT TIME AT THE REUNION, I'M SURE IT WILL BE FUN! 
 
SHIRLEY D. 

FROM: Elwyn Gray 
SUBJECT: Short Burst Subscription 
 
This is Al Gray,  0255. 
 
Always enjoy reading the gunners mag. Brings back memories. One thought provoking phrase that I know haven't 
thought about in at least 40 years - FEO - Flight Evaluator Operator. That was mentioned in this last showcase in 
history. I don't exactly remember when SAC threw in the towel with that intimidator, but I feel sure it wasn't neces-
sary to teach my Castle students anything about it - so that means prior to 1977 it was shelved. 
 
Another subject: My delinquent Short Burst Dues. You and I have been corresponding regarding my payment of 
Short Bursts dues. I know I owe and will be glad to pay anytime the officers are ready to start collecting those pay-
ments once again. Is that up to you or Bob Ethington? For sure, I acknowledge that with the August 2019 edition, I 
have received two issues that will count against the nine issues I usually pay for up front. 
 
It is possible being the Fast Fingers Freddie that I am, you may have gotten only half of this e-mail within the past 
couple minutes, as I had an embarrassing message appear on the screen that it had already been sent. Damn that Fast 
Fingers Freddie malfunction - it got me again! Plus you may notice some incorrect sentence/spelling structure with-
in this e-mail as proof. So don't tell anyone! 
 
Always good to be on your radar. Keep it 9:00 and close! 
 
Al Gray 
 
Dear Al, 
 
Not to worry about your subscription expiring, you and all subscribers will be sent a postcard when your paper sub-
scription is about to expire. If you don’t get a postcard from me, your subscription is in good standing. Please don’t 
send in a renewal for subscription check until you get your postcard and you will be fine. Membership renewals go 
to Bob Ethington. You can find a full-color copy of the Short Bursts at www.gunners.us (password - gunner) Pete K 
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LETTERS AND E-MAILS  

FROM: Gerry Schmidt 
SUBJECT: Hey Pete, 
 
You certainly put together another humdinger of a Short Burst. Reading all these 
stories really brings back memories, some happy, some not so happy. What a terrific 
job you do in making this a first-class effort. Truly a labor of love. Good on you … 
it means so much to so many!!! 
 
The story about the rapid decompression was very intense and well written. I en-
joyed your comments about KI Sawyer. There is simply NOTHING to compare to 
the camaraderie we each experienced during our careers compared to civilians, 
simply talking by the water cooler or having lunch together. You made that camara-
derie come alive. Well done.   
 
We are knee deep in real estate with Gina’s folks passing last year and my mom in 
2017. My step father moved to Atlanta to be near his oldest son. Both homes were put on the market this summer. 
Gina’s folks didn’t throw out anything and EVERYTHING had to be looked at. We spent over 70 hours just going 
through boxes. They had downsized to a condo and got rid of nothing. Paperwork, some containing money, went 
back decades … no kidding. I will NOT do this to our kids. There is a light at the end of the tunnel, but I’m keeping 
my ears peeled. :-) It will be nice to get this off our backs. 
 
I remember sitting at my desk writing the Fairchild Crown article about the gunners leaving. It was not an easy task 
… loaded with emotion and anger. It took me back to memories of my first crew at Wurtsmith. Charlie Reynolds 
was from Michigan and came “home” to Wurtsmith to retire. He had spent many years at Castle. I was so lucky to 
have crewed with him and learned so much as a new copilot. We spent time at U-T and Andersen. A real gentleman 
… I so wish that I had kept in touch with him when he retired. His friendship made the D-model such a unique ex-
perience … always worried about him back there 150 feet, all by himself. Or his calmness when you heard him on 
interphone, “#2 is moving in a little tight.” Or during an A/R overrun, “Well, well, well … I’ve got him, Pilot, he’s 
off the Co’s side, well above us.” Those were the days … now to be relived with your Short Bursts. 
 
I regret missing the Reunion this year … you’ll have a short drive.  :-)   Please say hi to everyone and give Connie a 
hug for me. 
 
Your Friend, 
Gerry 
 
 
Dear Gerry, 
 
Thank you for the very kind 
words and so glad the Short 
Bursts brought back memories.  
 
We sure missed you this year at 
the reunion too. We had an 
honorary gunner commander 
(Dragon), two boom operators 
and a gunner actually brought 
his EW to the reunion!  
 
We would like to thank you so 
much for the special funding 
that was used very wisely at the 
bar for the former Fairchild gunners, thank you very kindly again and all sure missed you being there.  Pete K 
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FROM: Cease Walker 
SUBJECT: OKC Reunion  
 
ON A HURRY UP TRIP TO 
THE LATRINE ... 
I STOOD ON THE LIGHT 
SPOT PROJECTED ON THE 
FLOOR OF THE LOBBY AT 
THE REUNION HOTEL THAT 
READ, "AIR FORCE GUN-
NERS."   
 
I LOOKED UPWARD AND 
WITH NO FEAR SAID, " 
BEAM ME UP SCOTTY." 
 
WHEN I OPENED MY EYES, I 
WAS STILL THERE BUT THE LIGHT WAS GONE. EERIE. HUH? 
 
Cease 

LETTERS AND E-MAILS 

FROM: Harris Tolmich 
SUBJECT: B-52 Aircraft Accident, Castle AFB, 63 Years Ago 
Remembered 
 
Castle Air Force Base California, 30 November 1956, aircraft  
B-52B, serial number 52-8716.  
 
Pilot, John Goddard, total flying hours 2779. Tail gunner Gerald E. 
Riley.  
 
The crew comprised of six and four instructors. Aircraft departed 
Castle AFB at 2200 PST. The flight was a training mission to in-
clude navigator checks and ECM checks. The takeoff roll on run-
way 300 and climb out appeared normal to ground witnesses.  
 
Approximately two minutes after takeoff the tower operator unsuc-
cessfully attempted to contact the pilot to revise ATC climb in-
structions. Two minutes and 44 seconds after takeoff, approximate-
ly eight miles from brake release, the aircraft contacted the ground on a heading of 355°.  
 
Aircraft was destroyed by ground impact, subsequent explosions and fire. The ten crewmembers were fatally in-
jured.  
 
It was computed the aircraft contacted the ground at an angle of 5° from horizontal, nose down, and 1° right wing 
low. Wreckage was distributed over an area 600 feet wide and 4600 feet long. All engines were located in the 
wreckage area. Tear down and analysis of the engines revealed that engines were operating prior to impact. Fuel 
flow indicator totalizer reading indicates engines operating at full power at time of impact. The cause of the acci-
dent was attributed to pilot error.  Harris Tolmich 
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AFGA NEWSREEL 

There was a KI Sawyer bomb squadron re-
union in San Antonio in early November 2019. 
It was hosted by the former Barksdale 8th Air 
Force Commander, Floyd Carpenter and his 
wife, Melissa. 
 
At the Friday night dinner at their beautiful 
home, they hosted 52 former bomb squadron 
folks, fed us an incredible dinner, and a great, 
memorable time was had by all! 
 
There were three gunners in attendance, Mike 
Regan and Beverly, Jake Babbitt and Robin, 
and Connie and I. When Floyd Carpenter ar-
rived at KI Sawyer, he was the co-pilot on 
Jake’s crew. He became an honorary gunner 
and Jake probably had a lot to do with making 
that happen.   
 
My old stan-eval pilot, Jeff Parker and I got to 
reunite after nearly 40 years. We picked up and bonded like no time had passed from the last time we were together. 
He was an incredible bomber pilot and one of my absolute favorites that I crewed with in my 18-years as a gunner. 
He even coined me!  
 
Attendees played golf at Randolph or either did guided tours of San Antonio Saturday and another dinner party on 
the Riverwalk at an Italian restaurant on Saturday evening.   

Had to stop the presses of the Short Bursts to include a late entry about the sad pass-
ing of Paul ‘Tex’ Ritter. We will include his obituary in the April 2020 Short 
Bursts.  
 
Paul passed in November and no further details were available at press time.  
 
If you have a story or memory of Tex, please send it to me to include with his me-
morial in the April Short Bursts. Do it now, karb52@cox.net or at 5217 SE 86, 
OKC, OK 73135.  
 
Thank you most kindly. 
 
SUBJECT: Tex Ritter 
FROM: Gelvin Nicely 
 

We’ve been in touch with Janet and she is doing well.  
 
Cremation planned with services to be announced later.  
 
Her address:  
 
1102 Scenic Drive 
Alamogordo NM 88310 
 
Phone: 575-437-2928.  
 
Will update as we get more information. Gelvin 
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AFGA NEWSREEL, John Rumancik 

The 94-year-old former tail gunner was honored earlier this year with 
France’s Legion of Honor medal, an award that was first created by 
French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802. 
 
Rumancik flew eight missions as a staff sergeant with the 8th Air 
Force 392nd Bomber Group’s 576th Squadron. He found out just how 
dangerous it was to be a member of a flight crew shortly after enlist-
ing in the U.S. Army Air Forces at the age of 18 in 1943. 
 
He had hopes of becoming a pilot and was looking forward to aviation cadet pilot training. 
“Due to extreme bomber losses by German planes and flak (anti-aircraft fire), our pilot train-
ing was canceled and we were assigned as gunners and engineers,” Rumancik said. 

 
Rumancik, who grew up near Pittsburgh, found himself selected as a tail gunner on a B-24 Liberator bomber. After 
taking basic training in Biloxi, Mississippi, and gunnery training in Panama City, Florida, Fort Meyers, Florida, and 
Charleston, South Carolina, he was assigned as a member of a B-24 crew that was based out of Wendling, England. 
 
At the age of 20, he found himself flying combat missions over Germany, France, and Austria in 1944-45. “You 
know when you’re 20, you feel like you can run through a wall,” he said. 
 
One of the missions he flew was over Bordeaux-Royan, France. “It was the first-and-only use by heavy bombers of 
500-pound napalm tank bombs to destroy a giant German submarine base,” Rumancik said. The destruction of the 
base allowed the Allies to capture territory in southern France. “Our crew was the lead plane in this formation,” he 
said. 
 
Another mission took him over Cologne, Germany. “The only thing left standing was the cathedral,” Rumancik 
said. “The whole town was just obliterated.” And he recalled flying over Omaha Beach following the D-Day inva-
sion. “There was nothing but devastation,” he said. “It was unbelievable.” 
 
A few things still stand out from the missions. Rumancik remembers the extreme cold, saying temperatures 
“reached 40 to 60 degrees below zero.” “It would freeze the oxygen masks, and you would have to squeeze and 
crush the ice from the sides of the rubber mask for oxygen,” he said. 
 
He also said there wasn’t radar or air traffic control. “Everything was based on visual sight,” Rumancik said. “The 
weather was usually overcast and caused many mid-air collisions.” 
 
Following Germany’s surrender, he was assigned to a crew that trained for missions against Japan. But the Japanese 
surrendered before he was assigned to the Pacific theater. 

 
He worked as a postmaster in Crucible, Pennsylvania, 
after the war from 1949-86, before he and his wife, Lucy, 
retired and moved to New Mexico. He and Lucy, who 
have been married almost 70 years, returned to Europe in 
2007, where they visited Normandy, Auschwitz, and oth-
er war sites. 
 
In 2016, he had the experience of flying in a restored  
B-24 called “Witchcraft” in Albuquerque. “What an ex-
perience,” he said. “The last time I flew in it was in 
World War II.” 
 
Rumancik is the last remaining member of his flight 
crew. “I wished some of them were still alive so I can 
share this honor with them,” he said of receiving the Le-
gion of Honor medal. 
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  CHAPLAIN'S CORNER  

THE GUNNER BELL … 
By Mike Gilmore 
10/29/19 
 
A few weeks prior to our reunion in Oklahoma 
City, Cindy and I were discussing ways that we 
could make our memorial service meaningful, 
memorable, and sacred because as each reunion 
rolls around we are reminded of how special 
each life is and how each life of service is loved. 
 

The memorial service on Sunday usually honors those that passed 
away since our last reunion and we wanted to do more than just read a 
name. Cindy said, “Why not use a bell as names are read?”    
 
We discussed the historical uses of a bell: churches sounding out bells 
to call the faithful to worship, the Liberty Bell ringing for freedom, 
Hemingway’s “For whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee”, Christmas 
bells to alert arrival of the reindeer, the dinner bell, the 9-11 Bell and the list goes on. The bell is something that 
wakens the senses, that makes our sub conscience take notice. It wasn’t enough to stop there. Just because everyone 
does it, was not enough. We wanted to understand “why a bell”? What did a bell signify? 
 
Ancient Israel attached bells to the robes of priests to signify holiness, but in the book of Zechariah, bells were worn 
by horses. Horses didn’t fall into the “holy” category. So where was this taking us? God was using this image to tell 
us that in the Kingdom age, every aspect of life will be holy to the Lord.  Zechariah’s book begins with a call to re-
pentance but it ends with a vision of a holy nation and glorious kingdom.   
 
Every time it rings for one of our members, GOD considers the difficult times, the difficult losses, the pain and suf-
fering, but shows us the visions of what He has planned for the future. What better way than to ring the bell and be 
reminded that life is holy to our GOD.    
 
Once the decision was settled, now we panicked. Time was short and the reunion was the next week. We went on 
line and found a company called, “A Simpler Time”. Cindy called and a fella by the name of Jeff King answered. 
Turns out he was the owner of the company; the store was closed since it was late Friday afternoon, but he just hap-
pened to pick up the phone. He was there working overtime due to a big inventory of orders. We informed him of 
what we were trying to do and why. Well, Jeff told us that his Dad was a gunner on B-17s and B-29s. His dad, 
Richard, lives in Minnesota and is 94 years old. He said that his dad loved his time as a gunner and his gunner sto-
ries are all he talks about now. Jeff asked if he could give his Dad (Richard) our phone number and we said sure.   
 
The next day Dad Richard called with such excitement. I gave him some contact numbers so he could join the  
AFGA. Very soon he was in contact with other AFGA members as well. His health keeps him from traveling or he 
would have attended the reunion.   
 
To go on with the story, even though the orders were demanding, Jeff’s team finished the bell over the weekend, 
donated the special AFGA engraving, and FedEx’d the bell first thing Monday morning. We received it on Tuesday 
morning just in time to bring it with us as we were driving down the driveway for Oklahoma City. Jeff said that he 
was honored to do something so special for his Dad.  
 
By the way events happened, it seems as this particular bell is special and was meant to be. It was made by loving 
hands, just as we are made ... And, on the last day that this bell tolls, I hope that it will be placed somewhere special 
as a reminder of those of us that spent hours in the air, days on alert, and months and years away from friends and 
loved ones. I also hope it reminds future generations that we gave our all and reminds them that there was no greater 
love than the love we had to lay down our lives for those we held dear. Because of our sacrifices, … our great na-
tion is free… and freedom rings. For whom does this bell toll? It tolls for you and me… Rev. M. Mike Gilmore 



43 

 
FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS   

Jean Allen 
Frederick  Arthur 
William Backsheider 
Thomas Bragg 
Douglas Caldwell 
Dagoberto Castillo 
James Childers 
Paul Dalseg 
WT Davis 
William  Duffy 
John  Fuller 
William Gaddes 
Waymon Hicks 
William Hughes 
Jay Ingle 
Robert Ivey 
Gustave Jacobson 
Floyd Johnson 
Leon Kearns 
John  Lally 
Pete Larson 
Robert Lechtanski 
Mack Lee 
James Lollar 
Gerald Lowe 
Morgan Mickalsen 
Edward Morales 
James Mussi 
Lantia Passmore 
Roger Pollock 
Robert Preising 
George Raglin 
Chuck Rardon 
Chester Robins 
John  Shlapak 
Calvin Skyes 
Philip Small 
Grance Thompson 
Jackie Turner 
Frank Washburn 
Ron Werner 
Richard Willis III 
Lonnie Wright 

Day is done, Gone the sun, From the hills, From the lake, From the skies. All is well, Safely rest, God is nigh. 

Go to sleep, Peaceful sleep, May the soldier Or sailor, God keep. On the land Or the deep, Safe in sleep.  

Love, good night, Must thou go, When the day, And the night Need thee so? All is well. Speedeth all To their rest. 

Fades the light; And afar Goeth day, And the stars Shineth bright, Fare thee well, Day has gone, Night is on. 

Thanks and praise, For our days. 'Neath the sun, 'Neath the stars, 'Neath the sky, As we go, This we know, God  

is nigh. 
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PETE LARSEN  1940 - June 2019 
 
Lt Col Peter H. Larsen (USAF re-
tired) died in June, 2019 surrounded 
by family. He was 79. 
 
Pete was married to his high school 
sweetheart, Judy, for 60 years. His 
career and spirit of adventure took 
them and their family around the 
world. 
 
Pete started his Air Force career as 
an aircraft mechanic; he then moved on to become the youngest tail 
gunner in the Air Force, flying on B52s. He flew on many combat 
missions over Vietnam, including Operation Arc Light.  
 
During his time in Vietnam, he would send his whole paycheck 
home to his family while he lived off his poker winnings. He lived 
well. 
 
He briefly left the Air Force 
in 1967 to finish his degree 

at the University of Nebraska. He was able to finish four years of college in 
one year by attending two universities at the same time. He later went on to 
obtain his MBA an Inter-American University in Puerto Rico. 
 
Then at 28 years old, he was one of the oldest Second Lieutenants in the 
Air Force. As an officer, he worked at many unique and challenging posi-
tions including Hurricane Hunter in Puerto Rico, AWACS at Grissom AF 
Base in Indiana, Wing Commander of Special Operations at Hickam AF 
Base in Hawaii, Inspector General’s Team at Barksdale AFB in Bossier 
City, Louisiana, and OMS Commander at Anderson AFB in Guam. 
 
Pete was a private pilot and loved flying. He was a published author. 
Among his many books and articles is a book he wrote about his time in 
Vietnam called Combat Gunner. It’s a really great read and as Pete would 
say, “Don’t let the facts get in the way of a good story”. 
 
Even with all his accomplishments, without a doubt, the thing he was most 
proud of was his family.  
 
He is preceded in death by his son John Larsen, his parents Howard and 
Idamae Larsen and his sister Linda Jadwin. He is survived by his wife Ju-
dy, his son Jeff and daughter in law Jodi Larsen, daughter in law Vanessa 
Larsen and daughter Kristin Quintana and her husband Ryan Quintana. Al-
so surviving are his grandchildren Taylor, Tyler, Nick, Parker, Emily, Tre-
vor, Sam, Kate and his brother, Chris Larsen. 
 
There will not be funeral services, as the family will have a private memo-
rial in Wisconsin. Services entrusted to Lindquist’s Layton Mortuary, 1867 
No. Fairfield Road. 
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RON OTTENAND  October 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Save the Date FRIDAY 18 Oct (Ron Ottenad) 
FROM: Anne Ottenad 
 
Simple graveside service at 2 p.m., Ft Sam Houston National 
Cemetery, as yet unsure of exact area/location/pavilion. 
 
Then join us in a gathering of interesting characters (family, 
friends, NASCAR fans, NFL fans, Spurs fans, bikers, motor 
cycle club members, golfers, former AF) … at Laura and Ser-
gio's home for food and visiting at 21340 Forest Waters Cir-
cle, Garden Ridge Texas 78266.   
 
This "rodeo" is growing larger each day … looking forward to 
see everybody. I don't have all your phone numbers or e-mail addresses, so please 
share the e-mail and spread the word … all are welcome.   
 
Your tentative RSVP will help us plan and pull this off … thanks in advance. 
 
Hugs, Anne 
 
 
 
Hey Pete, Bill Saska here. 
 
It’s with heavy heart and tearful eyes that I write to tell you my Best Friend, Ron 
Ottenad died at Methodist Hospital early morning early in October.   
 
Ron had a slow form of ALS, but, this last year has been tough. His body began to 
break down rapidly as he lost the use of his hands and arms. When he became too 
much of a burden to properly care for alone, he had Anne place him in a nursing 
home in Schertz, Texas.   
 
He would only be there 18 days. I spent some time with him on Saturday and 
Sunday watching football. He seemed okay except he had trouble breathing even 
with oxygen. It got worse. The nursing home rushed him to the hospital but they were unable to save him.   
 
Losing Ron is like losing a brother. We were close friends for more than 50 years and neighbors for more than 25 
years. We were golfing buddies, drinking buddies, and rabid 49ers fans. That’s tough here in Cowboy country.  
 
So many stories, so much lore lost in an instant. It’s hard to wrap my head around it. I’ll miss him. I already do.  
 
He will be buried at the military graveyard on Fort Sam Houston October 18th at 1400 
hours.  
 
I’m sure Anne will take some time to adjust. She spent all her time taking care of Ron. 
She’s a highly intelligent resourceful woman so she will be fine. If truth be told the wom-
an is a Saint. My wife, Louise and I are here to provide whatever support she might need.  
 
Sorry to pass along this bad news because you know both of them well. I’m sure CC 
Walker will miss Ron as much a we do. One more Warrior Lost! 
 
Bill Saska 

FINAL FLY-BY 
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JOHN HOUTS  1932 - September 2019 
 
I am writing to inform you my husband John Houts passed away in September 2019. He 
was 87 years old.  
 
John joined the Air Force in 1952 and retired as a SMSgt in 1972. He flew as a tail gunner 
for 11 1/2 years. He loved the Air Force. He was stationed in Roswell, New Mexico, Ama-
rillo, Texas, and Fort Worth, Texas. He was in Guam, Thailand, and Okinawa many times.  
 
He is survived by me, Carol Strom his wife, daughter Cheryl, grandson Matthew, and five 
great grandchildren, and his sister Irma. He was preceded in death by a daughter, four broth-
ers, and four sisters, he was the youngest of ten children.  
 
His ashes will be scattered over his favorite fishing hole.  
 
He had COPD and granuloma, but lung cancer only took three 
months for him to suffer. He remained at home until four days 
before he passed.  
 
Carol Strom, John’s wife for a wonderful 20 years.  
 
PS  We had planned to go to the Oklahoma Reunion but he was too ill to travel. We 
always enjoyed the reunions we went to.  

ARLIE JUDD  May 1935 - November 2019 
 
Arlie Eugene Judd Jr., 84, passed away in November, 2019. 
 
Arlie Eugene Judd Jr. was born in May, 1935 in Ottawa, Kansas.   
 
He entered the US Air Force in November 1953 and retired as a Chief Master 
Sergeant in December 1983.   
 
He was a member of the Glass House and a 32nd Degree Mason. 
 
Arlie was preceded in death by his parents, and his brother, Gary Judd. 
 
Survivors: His wife of 22 years, Kim; children, Sabra Guerra and husband, 
Robert, Curtis Judd and Brian Judd and wife, Laura; grandchildren, Meghan 
Vickery (Jimmy Fisher), Ashlin Judd Swaim (Caleb), Dillon Judd, Bridget 
Judd, Daniel Judd; great grandchildren, Silas Fisher and Holden Swaim; sis-
ter, Phyllis Hall; nephews and nieces; and his beloved dogs, Chloe and Blanca. 
 

Visitation: 5 – 7 p.m. Friday, November 8, 2019 at Thompson’s Harveson & Cole Funeral 
Home.  
 
Service: 10 a.m. Saturday, November 9, 2019 at Thompson’s Harveson & Cole Funeral 
Home.  
 
Interment: 2 p.m. Saturday, November 9, 2019 at the Dallas Fort Worth National Cemetery. 
 
Memorials: In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorials to “Don’t Forget to Feed 
Me” (dontforgettofeedme.org) 
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 RALPH STEARNS  March 1939 -  November 2019  
 
Ralph Stearns of Medical Lake, Washington, died peace-
fully early November with his devoted daughter Pattie 
Stearns holding his hand.  
 
He was born in March, 1939 in Clinton, Iowa and raised 
in Thompson, Illinois. He was the second son of Ralph 
and Ruth Stearns. He is proceeded in death by his par-
ents, his sister Eleanor Plumley, and his brother John 
Stearns, his oldest daughter Debbie Cheaney and the 

love of his life Sharalyn Dean Stearns. They were blessed with 57 years of marriage. 
 
He began his service in September 1959 as an aircraft instrument repairman. In 1965 he cross-
trained into B-52 gunnery. Ralph was stationed at Whiteman AFB, Churchill AFB, Canada, Schil-
ling AFB, Kansas, Kincheloe AFB, Michigan, and Fairchild AFB, Washington. Ralph served 22 
years in the Air Force and had over 100 combat missions as a B-52 tail gunner in Vietnam while 
out of Kincheloe.  
 
Ralph earned the Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Army/Air 
Force Good Conduct Medal, Air Force Good Conduct Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Combat Readiness Medal, 
United Nations Service Medal, and Vietnam Service Medal.  

After he retired from the service, he became a police officer in Medical Lake. He was well loved and very active in 
not only the community but St. John’s Lutheran Church. He was a big jokester and he felt all things could be solved 
by taking two aspirins and calling him in the morning. He loved to golf or maybe it was just driving the golf cart 
and carousing with his buddies that made him happy. He had a good group of friends that enjoyed convening at the 
local watering hole. 
 
Ralph is survived by his children Pattie Stearns, Terrie Stearns McWhorter (Doug), Bradley Stearns (Susanne), 
Jamee Stearns Stoddard (Chris), Jackie Stearns Knopp (Joey); his grandchildren Matthew Cheaney (Laura), Chris-
topher Cheaney, Lacey Stearns, Brittni McWhorter Groothuis (Fritz), Tabitha McWhorter Randall (Kasey), Alex 
Stearns, Bella Knopp; and his great-grandchildren Cooper Groothuis, Sebastian Groothuis, Devan Cheaney, Jemma 
and Jaxson Cheaney. 
 
Viewing was on Tuesday November 12th from 10-
11 AM, with services immediately to follow and a 
fellowship luncheon downstairs at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Medical Lake, WA. Interment was 
on Thursday November 14th at 10:30 AM at the 
Veterans Cemetery in Medical Lake. 
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RALPH STEARNS - March 1939 - November 2019 
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PHILLIP KUHN  December 1930 - June 2019 
 
Philip J. Kuhn, 88, of Tiffin, Ohio, passed away Tuesday afternoon in Findlay 
at Bridge Hospice Findlay Care Center. 
 
He was born in December,1930 in Tiffin to Herman and Christine (Wagner) 
Kuhn. He married Shirley Mohler and they divorced. 
 
Survivors include his sons, Jeffrey (Linda) Kuhn of Ashburn, VA; Andrew 
(Debra) Kuhn of Tiffin; three grandchildren, Josh Kuhn of Fairfax, VA; Brett 
(Heather) Staib of Fredericksburg, VA; Haley (David) Hepp of Marion, OH; 
four great grandchildren, Hudson, Brennan, and Brookelyn Staib and Rowan 
Hepp; sister, Gini Kuhn of Denver, CO; brother in law, Merle Ranker of Tif-
fin. He was preceded in death by his parents and a sister, Barbara Ranker. 
 
Philip graduated from Tiffin Calvert in 
1949, enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 
1951 serving as a B-29 Crewman Gunner 
with the 307th Bomber Wing, Strategic 

Air Command (SAC) and flying 26 missions over Korea. He was honorably dis-
charged in 1953, receiving the Air Medal.   
 
Over the years, Phil has maintained contact with and was very proud of his ser-
vice and his fellow B-29 crewmembers.  
 
Phil was involved in civil surveying and construction layout with many con-
struction projects across Northwest Ohio; starting in the 1950’s through the 
1990’s. He later retired from Construction Laborer Local #480 in Sandusky. 
 
He was a lifetime member of the Tiffin Am Vets Post 48, American Legion Post 
169, Sandusky VFW Post 2529, Air Force Gunners Association, Korean War 
Veterans Association, and the 307th Bomb Wing Association. He was also a 
member of the DAV Commanders Club, Strategic Air Command Society, U.S. 
Aviation Museum, Buckeye State Sheriffs Association, and Laborers Local 480 in Sandusky. 
 
Phil was raised on firm traditional values that he passed onto his 
children and grandchildren. He was a generous and caring man who 
was always there for you. He loved to read, especially about Ameri-
can History, natural history, and the American west. His natural curi-
osity took him to the back roads of America and enabled him to 
study the world around him. 
 
A Memorial service was held Friday, June 21, 2019 at 3:00 P.M. at 
Hoffmann-Gottfried-Mack Funeral Home & Crematory with Rev. 
Joseph Szybka officiating. Friends visited with the family on Friday, 
June 21, 2019 from 2-3:00 P.M. at Hoffmann-Gottfried-Mack Funer-
al Home & Crematory, 236 S. Washington St., Tiffin, Ohio, 44883, 
(419) 447-2424. 
 
In Lieu of flowers and gifts, memorial contributions may be made 
Bridge Hospice Findlay Care Center, 1900 South Main St., Findlay, 
OH. 45840 or at https://www.bvhealthsystem.org and click on the 
“gift” box. 
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NAME: _______________________________________________                RANK: ____________ 
 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY: ________________________________________________________   STATE:  ____________ 
 
HOME PHONE: ( _____)__________________   TODAY’S DATE: ______________  DOB: ___________ 
 
WIFE’S FIRST NAME:  ______________________ 
 
I WAS A GUNNER ON: B__________ B________ B________ B_________ 
  
ARE YOU A NEW MEMBER?  YES ____    NO____      IF “NO” - CARD #:______________ 
 

ENCLOSED ARE MY DUES (CIRCLE ONE):    LIFE: $100.00     ANNUAL: $15.00 
 

SHORT BURSTS SUBSCRIPTION (SUBSCRIPTION REQUIRED TO RECEIVE HARD COPY):  
             ANNUAL $15:________    3 YEARS $45:_______ 
 

E-mail address:  ____________________________________   

 

AFGA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 
Dear Fellow AFGA Members, 
 
Would you like to receive a printed copy of the Short Bursts in 
the mail?  
 
If you would like to receive a printed copy of the Short Bursts Mag-
azine, please send your subscription information to the address 
listed below.   
 
Annual fee for postage and printing is $15.00 for the three issues a 
year printed and in the mail in April, August, and December. Please 
send your mailing address and a check payable to AFGA to: 
 
 
Pete Karjanis 
5217 SE 86th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73135-6120 
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COVER-TO-COVER - PARTING THOUGHTS 

Most complementary comments that are passed on to me mention something about looking forward to each Short 
Bursts and reading it from cover-to-cover. Those are such kind words from so many of our readers and subscribers.  
 
When Bob Matherly and the other former officers noticed that I didn’t attend the membership general meetings at 
several reunions to avoid being volunteered for a leadership position, they finally ambushed and cornered me at the 
Reno reunion. I had successfully dodged the notoriety for many reunions but at Reno, well gunners are most persua-
sive and since I had recently retired for the second time serving the warfighters from The Boeing Airplane Compa-
ny, I had no excuse that would get me out of being the new editor.  
 
Bob’s shoes were immense since he had been producing Short Bursts for over ten years as a volunteer to include 
several memory books that I can’t even imagine how much time and effort they took to put together.  
 
From the day I sent in the final product of the last Short Bursts to the printers to arrive at your mail boxes by the 
first week of August before our OKC Reunion, I have been working on this December issue. This issue has been 
especially tough to put together. I am now starting to post obituaries of gunners my age and younger. I knew this 
day would finally arrive as we all age at the same rate. What made it especially difficult was losing our best two 
pets we have had forever and attending two funerals in the same day recently.  
 
Although we were never stationed with many of you, the almost thirty years of not missing too many reunions like 
many of you, we have all grown very close and the love, caring, and kindness you all have shown are very cherished 
priceless memories. These special bonds are something very unique only gunners and their wives understand but 
cannot be described in words.  
 
I think every day of these folks that never missed many reunions that have passed on or not able to travel as we all 
lose our mobility sooner than we realize. I urge you to reach out to the folks you didn’t see at the Oklahoma City 
reunion like Iggy and Martha Cruz and Lloyd and Margaret McCabe and check on them.   
 
Right after we lost Mack Lee, Joan reached out and she was on a mission. She wanted the Bronze Star to be reflect-
ed on Mack’s headstone from the Veteran’s Administration. She was having a very difficult time due to lost docu-
mentation but she persisted. She was so thankful to make that happen for her husband before she passed. Her self-
lessness was a huge inspiration! 
 
I think often of other dedicated wives like Miss Louise Conder who would still be at reunions if she could attend 
and the sacrifices Liz Anderson is making being the caretaker for Andy. It takes a very special person to be a care-
giver and Liz, you are a special angel! We miss your presence at the reunions but we have not forgotten the memo-
ries of those special times we shared. Others at the reunion mentioned and missed you all too! 
 
It was too late to get something in this edition about Tex Ritter passing but we will do our best to honor him in the 
next edition of the Short Bursts along with any gunner we hear about through our membership that have passed. 
What makes this one especially difficult is receiving a check for his renewed subscription the day after he passed.  
 
With the end of the year and the holiday season upon us, make sure to reach out to those gunners and their wives we 
have not seen or heard from in a while. Tell them what special people they are and the special memories you have of 
them.  
 
We sure hope for a great holiday season for all as we reflect and close out another year that sure went by way too 
fast. Peace for all, take care of yourselves and your families, and please be safe! 
 
Final Note: If anyone knows the where-a-bouts of Dalton Pratt please write in, e-mail, or contact myself, Jake Bab-
bitt, or Mike Regan. There are rumors out there that he had passed, we sure hope that is not the case and we hear 
from him very soon! 
 
C’est~la~Vie! 
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