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STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND 

 THE SAC INSIGNIA AND ITS SIGNFICANCE 

The insignia of SAC was designed in 1951 by Staff Sergeant R.T. Barnes, then assigned to 
the 92nd Bombardment Wing. Submitted in a command-wide contest, it was chosen as 
the winner by a three judge panel: General Curtis E. LeMay, Commander-in-Chief, Stra-
tegic Air Command [CINCSAC]; GeneralThomas S. Power, Vice Commander-in-Chief, 
Strategic Air Command; and Brigadier General AW Kissner, Chief of Staff, Strategic Air 
Command. Staff Sergeant Barnes' winning design netted him a $100 United States Sav-
ings Bond. 

It has a sky-blue field with two white shaded blue-gray clouds, one in the upper left and 
one in the lower right extending to the edges of the shield. Upon this is a cubit arm in 
armor issuing from the lower right and extending toward the upper left part of the 
shield. The hand is grasping a green olive branch, and three red lightning bolts. 

The blue sky is representative of USAF operations. The arm and armor are a symbol of 
strength, power and loyalty and represents the science and art of employing far-
reaching advantages in securing the objectives of war. The olive branch, a symbol of 
peace, and the lightning flashes, symbolic of speed and power are qualities underlying 
the mission of the Strategic Air Command.The blue background of the SAC crest meant 
that SAC's reach was through the sky and that it was global in scope. The clouds meant 
that SAC was all-weather capable. The mailed fist depicted force, symbolized by light-
ning bolts of destruction. The olive branch represents peace.  

In addition to the SAC crest, non-camouflaged SAC aircraft bore the SAC Stripe. The 
stripe consisted of a very dark blue background speckled with stars. The stripe ap-
peared on the sides of SAC aircraft in the area of the cockpit on bomber aircraft and 
mid-fuselage on tanker and command post aircraft running from the top to the bottom 
of the fuselage at an angle from 11 o'clock to 5 o'clock. The stripe also appeared on IC-
BMs in the strategic missile force. The SAC crest was a bit wider than the stripe and was 
placed over the stripe. The stripe indicated that SAC was always ready to fulfill its mis-
sion. 

Read more: http://www.answers.com/topic/strategic-air-command 

SAC history abounds in many, many books out there….including even the one on the right obtained from the then OFFICE OF THE HIS-
TORIAN, HEADQUARTERS STRATEGIC AIR COM-
MAND a long time ago (By J.C.Hopkins who prepared text for 
book).  These are but 3 of the many reference books about SAC 
or B-52 or BOEING that I have...all have something a bit dif-
ferent in them.  The story of the SAC shield and how it came 
about is in them for sure.  And of  course, Google has a million 
sites one can visit also….just thought you might like the SAC 
shield story of how it came about and the significance of the 
items in the patch itself.  The shield on the front of this issue 
represents so much more than we, who served under it, realized 
at the time.  Only now, perhaps, do we begin to realize the im-
portance of the  part that we all played in helping to secure our 
country over its lifetime—its impact on our lives that it still has 
even today when we see the shield. 

 
PROUD TO HAVE SERVED  -  EVEN PROUDER TO HAVE SERVED IN SAC! 

http://www.answers.com/topic/curtis-lemay
http://www.answers.com/topic/thomas-s-power
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AFGA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE - LARRY LEWANDOWSKI 

    Hi Folks,  
 
      It is that time again when we celebrate the “Nations Birthday”.  Hopefully everyone can join 
with their family members for this wonderful day.  For those who are separated by the “Call of Du-
ty” our thoughts and prayers are with you.  For those who have given all, “WE REMEMBER”. 

 

     The April issue of the Air Force Magazine has caused some very passionate and thoughtful com-
ments upon the “Shoot down” credits given to B-52 gunners of the Vietnam era.  I would encourage 
every gunner to take the time to voice your opinions to the Air Force Magazine on this article.  It is 
easy to get upset with the writers views and comments, especially after decades of time have past.  I 
would personally like to know the name of the 2 star General who supposedly ordered the writer 
and others to change their findings.  However, this war is history and with the passing of time, 

views and comments like those of the writer are suspect.   

 

     As most of you aware, our WEB site is not very functional.  Our Editor Bob Matherly and I are currently working to 
have a professional Webmaster design a new site and once it is up and running they will maintain it for us based on our 
inputs.  

 

     John and I are working on the 2015 Reunion in Reno Nevada.  The hotel is booked and we are looking at entertain-
ment options at this time.  If you have ideas on this, please let myself or any of the board members know what you would 
like to have in the program.  More will be up coming in the December issue of SB. 

 

     At the 2015 Reunion I will be stepping down as the Board President along with Bob Matherly as the Short Burst Edi-
tor.  It is time for fresh ideas and leadership to continue this great organization.  We are fortunate to have so many capa-
ble people to step into these positions.  Please give this your thoughts and consideration and then STEP  FORWARD . 

 

     Have a great summer and enjoy this wonderful place called the United States of America. 

 

C’est la Vie 

Larry 

Greetings to all Gunners from what appears to be a great spring and summer in Ohio this 
year. My garden is doing fine, so far and all my friends and neighbors ask me every day about 
it. 

Which brings me to the point of this column; I spend far too much time on the internet now 
days and see many names on the B-52 Gunners Face Book web site that I do not know basically 
because they became Gunners after I retired. I also see names of some whom I know but do not 
belong to the AFGA. I wonder why both have not become members and take part in this 
Grand social-fraternal origination? The only thing I can figure is that we (the membership) are 
not helping our Membership Officer, Chuck Dean by directing some of these non-members to 
him so they can take part. If you know of any Gunners young or old who is not a member of 

the AFGA, contact that person and convince him that this is one veteran’s origination he should become a member of 
with a certain amount of pride.  After all, the requirements to serve as an Air Force Gunner make those who did com-
pletely unique. 

Another thing I believe some of our members are doing is having smaller regional gatherings for those who live in a 
certain state or city with a large concentration of gunners. This is a great idea and it permits the opportunity for 
spouses and kids to attend a function and renew old friendships.  Once again invite non- members who are gunners to 
one of these gatherings and maybe we will see him at a major reunion. 

With the passing of time, our group is getting smaller as discussed during last year’s general business meeting and we 
need new blood to carry on the traditions or our legacy will disappear. 

I leave you with that to think about and act on individually. Hopefully we will see new and younger faces the next time 
we meet in Reno, Nevada. 

Fraternally, 
 

Rick Swain 
Vice President 

AFGA VICE-PRESIDENT  -   RICK SWAIN 
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EDITOR'S COMMENTS - BOB MATHERLY 

Finishing up this August 2014 Short Bursts edition and, as usual, my comments are the last thing 
that go into it ….always takes me a while to gather up the steam to finish the issues off with it as I 
procrastinate a few days before getting it done and sent off to CyberPress.  No different than any 
issue I guess but I am writing this on the 1st of July and this is due to the printers quickly now so as 
to be able to get it printed, proofed, sent to all. 

 Sadly, we had a number of AFGA spouses, widows and friends pass away this time as reflected in 
the Final Fly By section.  I suspect that we are getting into that “older” generation where this is com-
mon but that doesn’t take away the sadness we feel when we read about a friend who has departed 
this old world.  Know this will be a continuing—and growing—section as the days pass now.  Our 

condolences to all who lost a loved one and know that we all share a sense of sadness when we read the names of those 
listed and will miss those that we knew so well. 

Spent a lot of time (as if I don’t spend a lot of time anyway) trying to find the digital copy of newspaper articles sent to 
me by our members.  Makes it a lot easier to read if I can find the original article on the web rather than scan in the 
item and then insert it into the SB.  There were several long stories provided would have been just about impossible to 
get into this issue without the resources offered by the websites.  The loss of SPOOKY 21, an AC-47 gunship shot 
down in Vietnam on Christmas eve, 1965, would have been impossible to share without it being on the web making it 
somewhat easier to share with all.  One of those lost on that mission was a B-52 gunner who was “selected” to partici-
pate in that program—Larry C. Thornton.  I think all appreciate the lengths that our country goes to in order to bring 
back those that are lost in the battles and never returned to their loved ones.  This is just one story which depicts the 
efforts of “never leaving one behind”.  

I have included a few monuments commemorating historical events that seem to have been “forgotten” or “lost in 
memory”, as time has past passed.  There are many, many of them out there and, as I find them, will begin to bring 
them back into our lives, if only for the moment.   

I also have posted a letter written by a member of the board that awarded Al Moore and Sam Turner their MiG 
shootdowns.  I found it disappointing and really sad that, after all these years, such a letter would be written. Had the 
officer had these concerns, he should have had the backbone to voice them then...not 42 years later.  Pete Karjanis’ 
response and my short reaction is included along with the text of the letter he wrote.   

I have attempted to document the history (as accurate as I could make it) of the Bulldog Bulletin/Short Tails-Long 
Tails/AFGA Newsletter/Short Bursts publication lineage.  Know it is not fully accurate-or complete– but perhaps it 
will generate some recollections amongst those who are in the know and we can clean it up a bit and get it documented 
and in our annals for those coming along to appreciate.  Editors/time frames/sequences are those that I know or have 
documents for—anyone with more information should feel free to correct/update/add to by contacting me via letter, 
phone or email.  Figure this is a “draft” with the final version yet to be written.  Oh yeah, almost forgot, we will be 
looking to select a new Editor as I think our old one is retiring then (did I mention that before in the April SB?).  
BREAKING NEWS:  Pete Karjanis has volunteered to replace me as SB Editor...couldn’t ask for anyone better!!  
More in the December 2014 issue.  WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL STEP UP!!! 

The 2015AFGA Reno biennial reunion planning is well underway and a full description of it will be in the December 
2014 issue along with registration forms and descriptions of venues (finally nailed down by then). Larry Lewandowski 
and John Stallings have a few more events to secure and get contracted and we will be all set to get the word out in it.  
Mark your calendars for the middle of September 2015 to join us in Reno for our 15th biennial reunion there. 

I continue to look for new stories submitted by our members so as to keep the thread of our history alive.  Our WWII 
veterans are leaving us at the rate of 400 a day now...and their stories of their experiences will be lost forever unless 
shared.  Always like to get letters from all our veterans/members so don’t be bashful.  And that goes for any of the 
gunners out there who would like to share an experience with us.   

No telling what I have forgotten that is important—let’s  hope not too much.  I have enjoyed putting this edition to-
gether (not sure my wife Jan appreciates the hours that I am at this computer instead of getting my “other work” 
done).  I think most, if not all, of the letters, photos, stories in here will be interesting or informative—I hope so any-
way.  Sorry if I left out something that was sent, mentioned, or just needed and I forgot it.  Know when I am putting 
this together I think “I should write this down or mention it” but, alas, I just keep on pounding the keyboard instead.  
In the end, it is what it is, and I am pretty happy with it—hope you all are too. 

I end with the usual, “keep those cards, letters and photos coming in because without your contributions to this en-
deavor it would, cound not exist.  Many, many thanks to those who contributed and who continue to do so routinely.  
Enjoy the coming times….life is good.  Fall season will soon be upon us.  Hold your loved ones close….enjoy the times 
with them………..see ya in December!           Bob 

Note: You may see a little formatting changes in the positioning of the text in these pages as conversions between different computers 
cause the page to change just a bit...ie, more space left at bottom of pages in some cases.  Not a big issue but some have commented on it 
and just pointing out reasons for gaps at bottom of pages here and there.     
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Membership Corner – Chuck Dean 

Hope everyone had a beautiful spring.  Ours here in South Carolina was short and 
summer came quickly.  Hope everyone that was affected by the severe weather this 
spring is fine and doing well!  We had another great Masters Tournament.  If you 
know you are going to attend give me a call ahead of time and I will give you a behind 
the scenes tour.  Our next reunion is just around the corner, so please start planning to 
attend. 
 
Our active membership is around 1000 members with the majority being Life Mem-
bers.   
 

We had two new members this quarter.  It is important that we continue to actively solicit new members 
for OUR association. If you know of someone that was a gunner ask them if they are a member.  If they 
are not, give them the Membership form out of your Short Bursts or have them get in touch with me.  We 
need more of the younger gunners to join and attend OUR reunions. 
   
Some of our membership issues are; accurate address information.  Please remember if you are planning 
on moving (or have recently moved) make sure you make a note to inform me of your new address info so 
we can continue to keep in touch with you.  You can send me an email with the update or if you don’t 
have e-mail drop me a short note in the regular mail.  Calling me directly is also an option. However, it is 
getting better! 
 
The other issue is Short Bursts Subscriptions.  Please remember that the SB Subscription fees are in addi-
tion to your annual dues if you pay annually and are additional fees if you are a life member.  There still 
seems to be a little confusion on that point.  If you have questions about the Subscription options give me 
or Bob a call or send me an email. 
 
 Annual members, I will continue to send Membership renewal notices on a monthly basis.  The renewal 
notices typically go out towards the last week of the month prior to your due date.  Please review the in-
formation on the notice for accuracy and provide any changes needed. Then, please return lower portion 
of the notice along with your check in the provided envelope.  Also, sometimes your annual dues and SB 
subscription dates don’t coincide, so you might get a renewal notice and a subscription card within a 
month or two. 
 
Please make sure you make your checks out to AFGA instead of a specific person.   
 
In order to save on mailing expenses I only forward checks on to our Finance Chairman once or twice a 
month so if you have sent a check recently either for annual dues or for the Short Bursts Subscription 
please allow for this time delay if you see that your check has not been processed through your Bank. 
 
 
Chuck   

New Members    

    

Name City & State Aircraft Card Number 

Dennis C. Hogan Olympia, WA  B52 L4041 

Richard Leonard Stafford, VA B52 4046 

    

NEW MEMBERS 
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AFGA HISTORIAN  -  Bob Ashley 

FROM THE WEBMASTER   
 (Neil Richards) 

  Webmaster@gunners.net 
The AFGA web site is still being 
published in an austere content 
mode, minimal information is in-
cluded in its content, including 

Leadership info, Short Bursts access and BX info. 
NOTAMS and Guest Log are not available. Due to 
my continuing health problems, I have not been 
able to work on the web site’s improvement. 
 
Editor’s note:  We are working to find a new Web-
master to get the site reworked.  It has become 
impossible for Neil to do the web re-design and 
keep up with the BX also.  Once the new website is 
up, Neil will be able to keep up with both again.  
Hang in there with us...we will get the website up 
and running properly again.  We appreciate the 
work he has been doing and keeping the SB and 
BX on line.     Bob 

AFGA FINANCE OFFICER 
RALPH STEARNS 

2013 ANNUAL FINANCE REPORT 

The B-52 has always been an interesting story for the news media 

 

R. Lee Ermey, retired from the United States Marine Corp’s for quite some time, has been 
able to gain access to military locations and weaponry through his position as a retired 
Gunnery Sergeant.  He visited Minot Air Force Base in North Dakota and examined the his-
tory of the B-52 bomber which he was a guest during a five-hour flight in a B-52; and 
took a look at its gear, such as missiles and Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAMs). His 
flight included an air refueling which was a high light of the flight seeing two huge planes 

that close together from the IP seat. 

 

Mechanix Illustrated, November 1978, had an article about the B-52 when the editor Paul M. Eckstein 
took a ride in a B-52. In the six and one half hour flight the guest experienced take off, air refueling, low 
level bomb run, and a return landing at Barksdale Air Force Base. The gunner onboard who helped the 
guest through life support, inflight kitchen, preflight and during the flight was your AFGA Historian Bob 
Ashley. Yes it was pretty cool getting in a magazine. 

 

Bob   (see the following pages for the story from those times) 

THE AFGA HAS 4 SPARE COPIES OF THE FT. WORTH REUNION BOOK 
AVAILABLE FOR SALE.  COST IS $40 AND INCLUDES THE SHIPPING.  IF 
INTERESTED, CONTACT BOB MATHERLY AND/OR SEND CHECK MADE 
OUT TO AFGA TO HIM AND HE WILL PROMPTLY SHIP A COPY TO 

FT. WORTH REUNION BOOKS—SPARE COPIES 

mailto:Webmaster@gunners.net
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AFGA HISTORIAN  -  Bob Ashley 
A LOOK BACK IN TIME 



9 

 
AFGA HISTORIAN  -  Bob Ashley 

A LOOK BACK IN TIME (CONT) 
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AFGA HISTORIAN  -  Bob Ashley 
A LOOK BACK IN TIME (CONT) 
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GUNNER HISTORY CHALLENGED 
B-52 Gunner MiG Shoot-downs Questioned 

The Fog of History  (as printed in the April 1014 edition of the “Air Force Magazine” Letter) 

 

  I read with interest the histories of the Doolittle raid and the sad ending of the crew of the B-24 bomb-
er, Lady Be Good [pg 70) as told in the February issue of Air Force Magazine. It rekindled a nagging per-
sonal struggle I (and possibly four other Air Force officers) have had over the past 40+ years and that 
also involves history. 
     I had returned to Southeast Asia in 1972 for my third tour there, having already flown 100 missions 
over North Vietnam in EB-66s during Rolling Thunder.  Now I was back when the F-111 s of the 474th 
TFW were deployed there in the latter half of ‘72. Since 7th AF had no experience with the Aardvark, 
four of us were seconded temporarily to Saigon to educate the staff on how to use this great (and still 
probably the best) attack aircraft. I went into target intelligence to help select suitable targets for the 
111s and briefed General Vogt, 7th AF/CC, every afternoon on the targets.  
   I was soon appointed to the MiG Kill Board as one of its five members. We met to evaluate the claims 
of enemy kills by our airmen. The head of the board was a two-star general, whom I will not name as it 
appears he might still be living at an old age. Our five were composed of captains and majors, to in-
clude F-111and F-105 crew members, with combat experience over North Vietnam and Laos, and intel-
ligence officers.  
    We were really conscious of our obligation to history and to fairness, and to award a kill, we thought 
that the claim had to be irrefutable-a witness other than the claimant had to confirm that the enemy 
plane had been really destroyed, or its pilot had ejected, or it had been seen to have crashed, or if its 
destruction could be confirmed by gun camera film, etc. There were claims we denied with reticence, 
such as if a descending and smoking MiG were not actually confirmed destroyed as it went into heavy 
clouds and its end was not actually seen or filmed, etc. Then along came Linebacker II, the B-52 com-
ponent of which had us all open-mouthed in astonishment of its sheer  lunacy, reminding me of the Brit-
ish saying of their soldiers in World War I, that they were lions led by donkeys (their generals). Here we 
had the most lethal air defenses in history, and SAC was sending their slow, unmaneuverable bombers 
into them in single-ship attacks. In the EB-66 at least we could split-S down and evade the SAMs, but 
not so the B-52s, in which I had some experience in four years in the old B model. After Linebacker II 
we began to get claims of MiG kills by B-52 gunners. We were sympathetic to the SAC crews, as their 
courage was outstanding and we recognized it, and they deserved any rewards they received, but we 
did not understand the claims of the gunners, and the evidence offered was unverifiable. Most of their 
attacks were at night, there were no other witnesses, and their sole claim was that after firing their guns, 
their scopes "bloomed."  That was it.   
    After much discussion as to how to award these "kills," we knew we would have to break the rules of 
evidence, and we thought that the "blooms" of the gun radars might even have been the returns of their 
own shells going out, as their radar frequencies would have had to be of a high order. We finally denied 
the claims.  On reading our report, the general walked into the room and personally ordered us to 
change our vole. His reason was simple: SAC was hurting, their morale was low, and they needed a 
boost to their spirits, so with a single order, we manufactured some history for SAC's morale and for fu-
ture historians. Medals were handed out to gunners, MiG killer badges were made, etc., and given their 
courage in just flying those missions, I have no problem with all that.  
    I really do not know if any MiGs were shot down by B-52 gunners-the claims may well have been 
true, we just did not think we had enough evidence to award them. But I am pretty sure that the Air 
Force Security Service, which monitored enemy radio transmissions, would know, and only they could 
really verify these claims. The British Y Service monitored enemy air, sea, and land transmissions in 
World War II, so there is no secret in thinking that we had not discarded this technique 30 years later. 
My only concern is in reading official histories now. I wonder how much has been written to make us all 
feel good.  
 
Col. Peter M. Dunn,  
USAF (Ret.)  
Columbia, Mo.  

EDITOR’S COMMENT:  Received this article, written by Col. Dunn, and submitted to the Air Force Maga-
zine, (April 2014 issue) from several sources.  There would not be enough pages to reply to this letter from 
all the comments I have heard.  It is sad that this came up some 41+ years later.  I can say that I remember 
hearing there was more supporting evidence than a “blooming” scope to confirm each of these MiG kill 
claims. (How would anyone know it was a MiG-21 and a MiG-19 that was shot down otherwise??? )  Seems 
like several others came forth to verify the claims—I think at least one B-52 pilot and, I believe, an F-4 pilot 
verified them.  I would, however, agree with Col. Dunn that a “blooming scope” may not have been suffi-
cient evidence alone to award the kill and surely that was not the only criteria that these claims were award-
ed upon—however, an exploding aircraft could certainly cause the scope to “bloom” for an instant.  Too bad 
it has been so long for the claims to be questioned—if there were questions/doubts, they should have been 
raised long ago -  NOT NOW!!! VERY SAD to say the least when both gunners have died and no one is 
around to support or back up their claims now.….Bob 
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Letter from Peggy Meeker when notifying us of Larry Meeker’s  passing.  Speaks loudly and proudly of this 
man and who he was.   

 

“Larry enjoyed getting to be with all of you.  He was hesitant at first about going to the reunion, saying that 
he was afraid he would cry.  I just told him that everyone else would probably be doing the same thing!  
Lawrence Hill Meeker, of Fort Worth, Texas, was a college freshman when the war in Korea broke out.  He 
and a friend volunteered, so that they could "kill all of those damn communists". 

 

He flew, as a gunner, on 55 night missions.  After serving a year, he returned to complete his education, at 
Texas Christian University in Forth Worth.  This is where he met and married Peggy Daniel which resulted 
in having four wonderful boys.  Larry was a third generation oilman.  After introducing them to the business, 
all four continued as independent oil men.  Larry died a few minutes before midnight, on Memorial Day, 
May 26, 2014. His birthday on May 4 culminated in 82 well meaning years, not only to his country, but to his 
city and state, as well as his family.  Before he died, he was able to contact his favorite pilot when flying in the 
B26 Invader, during Korea.  They enjoyed many memories and he even flew to Florida to visit him.  

 

One last fly bye and "...part of the deal".” 
 
 

The Fog of History, April 2014 Letters, (AFA Magazine, Vol. 97, No. 4, page 10) 

 

With regard to the nagging personal struggle of Colonel Peter M. Dunn and four other officers that were as-
signed to the MiG Kill Board, (April 2014 AFA Magazine, Vol. 97, No. 4, page 10), I would like to add my per-
sonal opinion as a 29 ½ year career enlisted aviator in four different B-52s, EC-135s, and E-3s. Col Dunn can 
rest assured that the board members did not “manufacture some history” for SAC and future historians. Only 
two Silver Stars were ever awarded to B-52D gunners: Sam Turner and Al Moore for their confirmed MiG 
kills on 18 December, and Christmas Eve 1972 during Linebacker II. 

 

In obligation to history and fairness, I would offer to connect a few more dots of personal information in hopes 
to clearing up Col Dunn’s 40-year struggle with his conscience. Al Moore and I went through initial gunnery B
-52F Combat Crew Training and B-52H Difference Training at Castle AFB, California, before being assigned 
to the 17th Bomb Wing, 34th Bomb Squadron at Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio, (coincidence that Col Day men-
tions the Doolittle Raid in his letter, we wore the Toujours Au Danger and Thunderbird patch). 

 

Al was my lifelong best friend right up to the time he died five years ago in 2009. Colonel Dunn should have no 
doubt that Al did his duty defending his crew and aircraft the way gunners were trained to do for God and 
Country on Christmas Eve in the most heavily defended airspace over Hanoi. All his life, whenever the notori-
ety of this would surface, Al would remind the curious that there was another aviator that gave his life in that 
MiG 21 that didn’t return to his family, wife, and kids. I know this fact bothered him deeply. He never talked 
about the MiG incident and when questioned, would downplay it like real and true heroes all do consistently. 
It should seem obvious to Col Dunn that the major general leading the MiG Kill Board did his duty to enlight-
en the board members as to their bias against recognizing kills from enlisted B-52 gunners. As a result, justice 
prevailed through the general’s actions in spite of the board’s prejudices. 

 

Pete Karjanis, CMSgt (Ret) 
(AFAM June 2012 E-3 Famous Flyer) 

Thanks, Pete …..WELL SAID!  Bob 

GUNNER HISTORY CHALLENGED 
B-52 Gunner MiG Shoot-downs Questioned 

Pete Karjanis’ Reply 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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AFGA HISTORICAL RESEARCH 
301ST BOMB SQUADRON —A MISSING PIECE OF IT’S HISTORY 

4135th Strategic Wing 
The origins of the 39th Bombardment Wing began on 1 December 1958 when Strategic Air Command estab-
lished the 4135th Strategic Wing at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida[3] and assigned it to Second Air Force as part 
of SAC's plan to disperse its Boeing B-52 Stratofortress heavy bombers over a larger number of bases, thus mak-
ing it more difficult for the Soviet Union to knock out the entire fleet with a surprise first strike.  On 1 January 
1959 the wing was reassigned to the 822d Air Division.  The wing remained a headquarters only until 1 April 
1959 when three maintenance squadrons and a squadron to provide security of the wing's special weapons were 
activated and assigned to the wing. It became fully organized in July, when the 301st Bombardment Squadron 
(BS), consisting of 15 Boeing B-52 Stratofortresses moved to Eglin from Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico where it had 
been one of the three squadrons of the 72d Bombardment Wing and the 54th Aviation Depot Squadron was acti-
vated to oversee the wing's special weapons.[3] Starting in 1960, one third of the squadron's aircraft were main-
tained on fifteen minute alert, fully fueled and ready for combat to reduce vulnerability to a Soviet missile strike. 
This was increased to half the squadron's aircraft in 1962.  The 4135th (and later the 39th) continued to maintain 
an alert commitment until inactivated. In addition, the wing conduct final testing of the GAM-77 Hound Dog and 
the GAM-72 Quail air-launched cruise missiles from its B-52s as part of the testing program carried out by the 

Armament Division of Air Force Systems Command. The 4135th Airborne Missile Maintenance Squadron was activated in November 
1962 to maintain these missiles. 

 

39th Bombardment Wing 
However, SAC Strategic Wings could not carry a permanent history or lineage and SAC looked for a way to make its Strategic Wings per-
manent. In 1962, in order to perpetuate the lineage of many currently inactive bombardment units with illustrious World War II records, 

Headquarters SAC received authority from Headquarters USAF to discontinue its Major Command controlled 
(MAJCON) strategic wings that were equipped with combat aircraft and to activate Air Force controlled (AFCON) 
units, most of which were inactive at the time which could carry a lineage and history.  As a result the 4135th SW 
was replaced by the newly constituted 39th Bombardment Wing, Heavy (39th BW), which assumed its mission, 
personnel, and equipment on 1 February 1963.  In addition, the 62BS was reactivated as a Strategic Air Command 
B-52G Stratofortress intercontinental strategic bombardment squadron, receiving the mission, personnel, aircraft, 
and equipment of the 301st Bombardment Squadron, which was inactivated. This was part of a Strategic Air Com-
mand (SAC) program to provide units with a combat lineage. The squadron performed operational testing of new 
equipment at Eglin AFB, between 1963 and 1965; it was reassigned to Barksdale AFB in 1965  .  
 

The 39th BW trained to maintain combat readiness for strategic bombardment on global scale, maintaining air-
borne alert, ground alert, and participated in numerous exercises.  On 25 June 1965 The growing United States 
commitment to the Vietnam War meant funds were also needed to cover the costs of combat operations in Indochi-
na and the 39th Bombardment Wing was inactivated on 25 June 1965. The wing's 62d BS was reassigned to the 2d 
Bombardment Wing at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana to support SAC Arc Light combat operations over Southeast 
Asia but its other components were discontinued. SAC's place at Eglin was taken by Tactical Air Command, which 
organized the 33d Tactical Fighter Wing,[11] which took over the SAC facilities at the base. 

 

So the 301st Bomb Squadron ceased to exist as an entity … and the missing squadron insignia also (if it existed—and surely it was there at 
Ramey AFB so the search continues….. 
 

Response from the Historical Research Agency at Maxwell inquiry I sent: 
Mr. Matherly: 
I have attached a draft lineage and honors history of the 301st Bombardment Squadron, Heavy, which had formerly been the 301st Strate-
gic Reconnaissance Squadron, Heavy.  The information comes from its organizational record card, from the histories of the wings to which 
it was assigned, and from our sources on organizational honors.  We have no record that any official emblem was ever approved for this 
squadron.   Please let me know if you received this information.  Thank you.   
 
Daniel L. Haulman, PhD 
Chief, Organizational Histories Branch 
Air Force Historical Research Agency 
600 Chennault Circle 
Maxwell AFB, AL 36112-6424 

39th Bombardment 
Wing Patch 

4135th Strategic 
Wing Patch 

Editor’s note:  We have been trying to find a photo/copy, etc. of the 301st Bombardment Squadron insigna/patch when it was 
assigned to Eglin AFB.  So far I have been unable to find a copy or a picture of it anywhere.  Hopefully someone who was as-
signed to either the Ramey 301st Bomb Squadron or Eglin when the Bomb Squadron moved there has one and can send a copy 
of it to me.  We are in the process of making a SAC Bomb Squadron poster which includes the 301st Bomb Squadron.  Think 
we have ALL of them now except this one squadron.  Any help here would be greatly appreciated.  Once we get that patch/art 
photo I will have a large poster made up for all to see and obtain (if you want one.  The size will be about an 18”—20” X 36” 
size (what ever size looks and works best for the printer) and will have 80 squadron patches on I (currently only missing the 
301st we believe) - see back page for current in-work progress on poster.  Will post more information about it when we finish it 
up.  John Bailey (AFGA Member and I have been working this for a few months now with John doing most of the work.  Look 
around...HINT: even a photo of a crewmember with the 301 BS patch plainly visible would be a good start also.  Bob   

The 301st Bombardment Squadron is an inac-
tive United States Air Force unit. It was last as-
signed to the 4135th Strategic Wing. It was inacti-
vated at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida on 1 Febru-
ary 1963.  (copied from Wikipedia off the web) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_Air_Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eglin_Air_Force_Base
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/39th_Air_Base_Wing#cite_note-Mueller-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Air_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_B-52_Stratofortress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/822d_Air_Division
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Headquarters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/301st_Bombardment_Squadron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_B-52_Stratofortress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramey_AFB
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/72d_Bombardment_Wing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/39th_Air_Base_Wing#cite_note-Mueller-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alert_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GAM-77_Hound_Dog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GAM-72_Quail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cruise_missiles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Systems_Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_Air_Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B-52G_Stratofortress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/301st_Bombardment_Squadron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_Air_Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_Air_Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eglin_AFB
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2d_Bombardment_Wing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2d_Bombardment_Wing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barksdale_AFB
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Arc_Light
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tactical_Air_Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/33d_Tactical_Fighter_Wing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/39th_Air_Base_Wing#cite_note-11
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:39thbombwing-patch.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wing_4135th_Strategic.png
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AFGA NEWSREEL 
Pete Karjanis’ Inputs of Current News 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE CANNOT LEARN FROM HISTORY ANY MORE BECAUSE HISTORY IS NO LONGER TAUGHT AS A RE-
QUIRED SUBJECT IN PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS. 

 

Theodore " Dutch " J. Van Kirk was the navigator on the " Enola Gay" when it dropped the bomb at Hiroshima , Japan, 
and is the last surviving member of the crew. 
This really happened.    
Dutch was asked to speak at a grammar school this past week. 
The young teacher introduced him by saying the speaker was a veteran of World War Eleven (as in WWII). 
Dutch stood up and walked out of the school without saying a word. End of story. 
 
Sent in by a friend of mine.   Unfortunately a true story…...how soon “THEY” forget. 

RAAF Officer Posthumously Awarded Silver Star 
Pacific Air Forces Commander Gen. Hawk Carlisle posthumously awarded Royal Australian Air Force Flying Officer Edward 
Mobsby the Silver Star—the Defense Department's third highest award for valor in combat—at a ceremony at the Australian 
War Memorial in Canberra last week, reported the Canberra Times. Carlisle presented the award to Mobsby's daughters Jen-
ny Read and Rae Rayner on March 14. Mobsby was copilot of a B-25 Mitchell on July 26, 1942, when the aircraft was shot 
down over the Pacific near Papua New Guinea, killing all five crew members. Mobsby's squadron officer put in a recommenda-
tion for the crew to receive the Silver Star. The US Army Air Corps awarded four of the crewmembers the medal in the 1940s, 
but there was a delay with Mobsby's application. There was an "administrative oversight," an Air Force spokeswoman told the 
newspaper. Since 1943, Mobsby's family fought to get this issue resolved. "By formally presenting Flying Officer Mobsby's 
family his Silver Star, we have an opportunity to recognize and acknowledge the gallantry and courage he exhibited alongside 
his American crew members so many years ago," said the spokeswoman.  

Hill Aerospace Museum to Cut Back Aircraft 
The Hill Aerospace Museum at Hill AFB, Utah, must cut 18 aircraft from its collection because "the museum no longer has the 
manpower, funding, or means necessary to give these aircraft the care they need," said acting museum director Aaron Clark. 
"Most of the aircraft slated to be cut from the museum's collection are those that have little, if any, ties to the history of the 
base or the state," Clark said. Although the reduction may be visible to some of the museum's regular visitors, there will still be 
some 50 aircraft on display in addition to more than 2,000 artifacts, said Clark. "A C-47 currently on display outside the muse-
um will remain, [however], and is scheduled for restoration because the aircraft has significant ties to the history of Hill." (See 
the base release for a complete list of the aircraft, missiles, and support vehicles that will be cut.)  

Fairchild Says Goodbye to Historic "White House" 
The new headquarters building at Fairchild AFB, Wash., is expected to be open for busi-
ness this Spring. Officials cut the ribbon on the $12 million building on March 20, offi-
cials said.  It replaces the 71-year-old headquarters building, known as the "White 
House," in which a total of 10 units, ranging from major commands, bomb wings, to the 
current air refueling wing, as well as subordinate and tenant units, have served, accord-
ing to a March 19 release. "Despite it all, the White House has been a constant," said 
Jim O'Connell, the 92nd Air Refueling Wing historian. "It has been ever vigilant, standing 

watch over our base over the course of these past 71 years. It will be hard to see the White House, a great icon from our base 
history, end its chapter."  

Valor on Big Gas Bird 
World War II veteran Alfred Murphy was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross during a ceremony last week in Rochester 
Hills, Mich., more than 69 years after his final bombing mission in World War II. "The dedication and self-sacrifice of airmen 
like ... Murphy set a standard of excellence for today's Air Force," said Col. Philip Sheridan, commander of the Michigan Air 
National Guard's 127th Wing, at the April 21 presentation. Murphy, then a technical sergeant, completed 35 missions as a B-
17 gunner, mechanic and radio operator with the 91st Bomb Group based at RAF Bassingbourn, England. Even when half his 
squadron's B-17s were lost on a mission to Merseberg, Germany, "we never aborted and we never turned back. Not on a sin-
gle mission," said Murphy in a release. Murphy's crew commander vowed to recommend the crew of "Big Gas Bird" for the 
medal after it survived its tour, but for unknown reasons, that never materialized 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8ynl0tj/5faet
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8ynl0tj/5fafu
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/8z1mhj6/5fewf
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/92xlnjb/5y33o
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Editor’s Note:  Hope all can read the font on this letter.  
I was unable to scan it as a document so had to scan it 
as a photo—can’t change anything on it then.  If you 
use computer and MS Word to write with, please don’t 
use a “script” or “cursive” style font.  Aerial works 
good and so does Times New Roman for scanning.  
Thanks for sharing your thoughts, Lee...appreciated 
getting the package for this edition of the SB.  Bob 
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 A LOOK BACK ON BRITTISH HISTORY 

British  Golf Rules in 1940 
 

And,  you thought you were a tough weather golfer. 
The notice below was  posted adjusting rules at a golf club in Britain in 1940. 
You have to  admit --- these guys really had to like the game to play! 
  

German  aircraft from Norway would fly on missions to attack northern England .  Because of the icy 
weather conditions, the barrels of their guns had a small dab of wax in the muzzle to protect them 
from clogging with  ice. 
In addition to attacking industrial or other targets close to golf  courses, as they crossed the coast, they 
would clear their guns by firing a few rounds at the golf courses. 
Golfers were urged to take  cover. 
 

FEAR WAS NOT A FACTOR IN THEIR RESOLVE TO MAINTAIN NORMALCY IN THOSE TIMES 

 

This  is purely wonderful -- and says more than anything else I have ever seen  about why Hitler lost 
the Battle of Britain ! 
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Commentary by Lt. Col. Joseph C. Jones 
93rd Bomb Squadron commander 
 
8/29/2011 - BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE, La. -- The crews were awaken at 3 a.m. to the alert, "all Sierra 
crews report to the vault."  

 

Saddam Hussein had missed the United Nation's deadline to pull his troops out of Kuwait.  

 

At that time, the destination, the highly classified weapons system and the very existence of these aircraft 
was classified at the highest level.  

 

People in the headquarters had referred to this mission as "flight of the bad dogs"--a reference to the Dale 
Brown book titled "Flight of the Old Dog," about a modified B-52 bomber. Indeed, these seven B-52s were 
"Bad Dogs" and were well on their way to take a big bite out of the backside of Saddam Hussein's com-
mand and control system as the opening shots were fired in Operation DESERT STORM. 

 

The third floor of the 8th Air Force headquarters had been converted to a make-shift communications facil-
ity, and I had been tasked to provide periodic updates on seven B-52s that had launched during the early 
hours of a rainy morning Jan. 16, 1991. 

 

The veil of secrecy surrounding the weapons, crews and aircraft was impenetrable. The operation was giv-
en the official title "Senior Surprise" and without a doubt, was going to be a surprise to the majority of the 
senior military officers involved in DESERT STORM.  

 

Only a select few general officers and staff were given details of the missions to be flown by those seven B
-52s. The Commander-in-Chief, George H. Bush, had approved the mission and Commander of Strategic 
Air Command, General John Chain, had personally selected those officers and staff who were to be in-
volved in the planning and execution phase of this mission. All others were strictly forbidden any 
knowledge of the project or any details surrounding the weapons or aircraft. The mission was given the 
unofficial title of "Secret Squirrel"--a title that sticks to this day when veteran B-52 crewmembers discuss 
this historic attack. 

 

Eighth Air Force Commander Lt. Gen. Ellie "Buck" Schuler and 2nd Bomb Wing Commander Col.l Ron 
Marcotte were the execution authorities for launch and command and control of the initial portion of the 
mission. The seven B-52 Bombers would be flown by members of the famed 596th Bomb Squadron, sta-
tioned here. The 596th was commanded by Lt. Col. John Beard, former executive officer to Gen. Schuler. 
The general had faith in Colonel Beard's command and leadership abilities.  

 

The 57 crewmembers of the 596th BS were augmented by the 49th Test and Evaluation Squadron. The 
crews were given strict orders not to discuss the mission or any of its many facets with their fellow squad-
ron mates. The shroud of secrecy was complete and created a great deal of curiosity on Barksdale in the 
days leading up to DESERT STORM. 

 

Local citizens who transited the base and military members alike speculated as to why the alert parking 
area had been the site of so much activity.  

 

Barksdale was no stranger to the routine of B-52 aircrew alerts and daily drills complete with the shrill of 
the alert siren checks at 10 a.m. every morning. Hardly any notice was paid to the periodic alert scrambles 
to the aircraft that had desensitized the local population to the point that most only felt a twinge of concern 
as to what it might mean if those alert bombers ever actually took flight.  
 

The first aircraft to take off on missions supporting Operation Desert Storm's air assaults on January 17, 1991, were seven B-52s 
from Barksdale AFB, Louisiana, that departed at 6:35 A.M. GST (1135 Greenwich), almost 12 hours before the first bombs fell. 
These aircraft carried AGM-86C ALCMs that had been secretly modified to carry conventional warheads and a guidance system 
based on the GPS. Approximately I1/? hours after the attacks began, 35 ACLMs were launched against eight "high-priority" targets. 

 

What the Air Force later called the longest combat mission in aviation history took 35 hours, covered 14,000 nm (16,121 mi; 25,928 
km), and required four refuelings and an augmented crew to complete. No other ALCMs were used during Desert Storm, and dam-
age assessment was difficult to separate from other bomb damage. The mission was termed "successful."  

 

GENERAL INFO:  Despite the bombers' age, few missions had to be aborted, and the mission capable rate was over 81%, a 2% in-
crease over peacetime operations. Over 72,000 weapons were dropped, totaling more than 25,700 tons. This total was 29% of all US 
bomb tonnage delivered.  A total of 60-70 B-52Gs were used against Iraq. 

 

 
Editor’s note: Looking for inputs from those gunners who may have flown these sorties...will expand story in an upcoming issue for 
there is more to the story than this.   Bob 

OPERATION DESERT STORM—A LOOK BACK 
SECRET SQUIRREL  - A VERY LONG AND  SECRET B-52 MISSION  
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Despite the idle curiosity and speculation, the seven aircrews were trained and the aircraft maintained to 
the minutest detail to guarantee mission success. 

 

Saddam Hussein had developed the world's most sophisticated air and ground force in the Middle East. He 
had used the war with Iran to hone a fine battle rhythm and used Iraq's oil wealth to purchase top-of- the-
line Soviet fighter aircraft, main battle tanks and sophisticated integrated air defense and communications 
systems. It was these sophisticated air defense systems and lines of communication that were to be the 
main focus of the "Senior Surprise" attacks.  

The 596th BS would use a weapon developed in total secrecy to completely disable the Iraqi air defense 
system. Indeed, just 35 precision-guided weapons would be deployed to relegate Iraqi command and con-
trol to deaf, dumb and blind. The historical importance of this mission cannot be overstated and its long 
term implications are still studied and debated to this day. 

 

The Air Launched Cruise Missile AGM-86B had been developed by lead contractor Boeing and was capa-
ble of autonomous navigation to targets deep into an enemy's territory. It was the ALCM that provided the 
foundation for the development of the Conventional Air Launched Cruise Missile AGM-86C. The CALCM 
made use of the newly deployed space-based navigational aid, the Global Positioning System. GPS navi-
gation gave the CALCM increased precision and the ability to strike targets from well outside Iraqi air de-
fense systems. The precision allowed for the use of conventional explosives to destroy targets that might 
otherwise require many return attacks or subject the aircrew to unwarranted risk to life and aircraft. 

 

"Secret Squirrel" launched as the first strike of DESERT STORM. The B-52s from the 2nd BW would ulti-
mately deliver 35 CALCMs to six main target areas. General Schuler addressed the crews in their pre-
takeoff briefing and compared their actions to those of the "Doolittle's Raiders."  

 

General Jimmy Doolittle commanded the attacks carried out by 16 Army B-25 Mitchell Bombers and air-
crew that launched off of the aircraft carrier USS Hornet against targets on the Japanese mainland in the 
early days of World War II. By comparison, "Secret Squirrel Raiders" would fly 14,000 miles and be in the 
air 35 hours before landing back at Barksdale a day and a half later. 

 

The success of the CALCM was unmistakable. The Air Force would go on to purchase approximately 1,500 
of the missiles and would proceed with modifications that would make the weapons more effective and ac-
curate. The CALCM has been used in operations DESERT STRIKE, DESERT FOX, ALLIED FORCE and IRA-
QI FREEDOM. Aircrews have continuously trained to use this weapon as the "battering ram" to knock 
down the doors of our opponents on the field of battle for 20 years. In the most recent issue of "Armed 
Forces Journal," military force structure analysts have urged the follow-on development of an air launched 
cruise missile with both conventional and nuclear capabilities to preserve our Nuclear Triad and provide 
for precise standoff conventional strikes. 

 

It would be a full year before the Air Force would break silence on this record-setting mission of global 
reach and importance. To this day, when asked about details of "Senior Surprise," aircrew veterans are 
hesitant to discuss the event or flatly refuse any questions concerning the operation. 

 

The aircrews were ultimately awarded the Air Medal for this single event. 

Source:  http://www.barksdale.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123269914 

OPERATION DESERT STORM—A LOOK BACK 
SECRET SQUIRREL  - A VERY LONG AND  SECRET B-52 MISSION (cont) 

PROFILING A GUNNER:        RON WERNER—AFGA MEMBER - 
B-36 Gunner—Fairchild AFB in the mid-50s.   Basic training at 
Sampson AFB, New York then went to Denver, Lowry-2 AFB for B
-36, and B-47 armament school then to other side of base on 
Lowry-1 for initial gunnery training and following graduation was 
sent to Spokane, WA, Fairchild AFB in where he finished training 
as a B-36 tail gunner.  Went to Castle AFB in Merced, Ca. to be a 
B-52 gunner 1957  as B-36s phased out before being discharged 
after 4+ years in USAF.  Went to work for Zenith Radio Corpora-
tion in Chicago, IL. for 28 years and retired around 1994 and 
moved to present location in Huntley, IL.  
Ron has attended many of our AFGA reunions along the way.   

 

He became an American Legion Member 26 years ago and since 2004 has been active in the 
flag burning ceremony at the Huntley, IL.  Legion Post 673  on Flag Day where worn, tattered 
and faded flags are disposed of in the manner approved.  Ron—flag burning on Flag Day  
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INTERESTING GUNNER HISTORY  

Ever wonder how the name of our publication, “SHORT BURSTS”, came about?  Here is the letter that was sent in suggesting our short 
Bursts name...from the AFGA Newsletter, January 1996 (which carried the new name for the first time on the cover.)  Harry Heidbreder 
was the winner of the contest to come up with a name for our publication and was awarded a $50 savings bond. A request for suggested 
names was sent out in the April 1995 AFGA Newsletter.  Suggestions to be sent to Jim Zaengle  - Editor at the time. 

SHORT BURSTS HISTORY  

The cover of the AFGA “Newsletter” showing the first usage 
of the new name adopted— “SHORT BURSTS”. 
Jim Zaengle, CEO and founding member, was the Editor at 
that time. 

CEASE & HARRY  -  out displaying their shirts in Las Vegas and helping Lou Conder 
get rid of a few treasures she had while there. 

 

 Email received:  “Billie and I went to visit Apache Jack in Las Vegas over the Father’s 
Day weekend…..Lou Conder, doing what we should all do, is parting company with a lot 
of old treasures.  She had asked me I wouldn't pick pick up and take some of Bud’s 
airplane models.  A B-17, B-36 AND A B-52D..like the painting we have no room for 
them so I told her I would see if the Castle Air Museum would want them.”  

 

They were happy to receive them….and they will eventually be put on display there—
they found a good home.  Thanks for helping out, know she appreciates it also.  

 

I have some “stuff” if you want to come  up now...ha ha         Bob 
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GUNNER’S BULLDOG BULLETIN  HISTORY  

 BULLDOG BULLETIN – ORIGINALLY BEGAN BY NORM CLINTON, RAMEY AFB, PUERTO RICO IN APRIL, 1967 . Contin-
ued through at least August, 1971.  After a period of no issues, resumed by Bob Matherly in 1974/75 from Kincheloe AFB. MI.   

 

“Bulldog Bulletin” name changed to “TALL TAILS - SHORT TAILS” at Kincheloe AFB.  Publication continued until Kincheloe 
closed in July 1977.  Bob wrote one issue from Mather AFB, CA in Aug 1977 and then turned over Publication responsibility to 
Castle AFB - Editor Rory Koon.  Castle AFB renamed publication to “Bulldog Bulletin”.  Unknown number of issues from Cas-
tle.  Publication went to Carswell  AFB, TX - and continued until all B-52 Gunners were removed from that crew position in 1991.  
The Air Force Gunner's Association, by then, was publishing the “AFGA NEWSLETTER”  and continued doing so until present 
times under either the “AFGA NEWSLETTER” , “BULLDOG BULLETIN” or “SHORT BURSTS”  - it's current name. 

 

EARLY BULLDOG BULLETIN history: 
 NORM CLINTON – 1

ST
 EDITOR AND ORIGINATOR OF “BULLDOG BULLETIN” – RAMEY AFB, PR— APRIL 1967 

1ST ISSUE—THRU August, 1971  UNSURE WHEN THE BDB QUIT BEING SENT OUT BUT “ARC LIGHT” OPERATIONS 
CERTAINLY HAD AN IMPACT ON IT  

 

 BOB MATHERLY – CONTINUED BDB BEGINNING IN MID-1974 – KINCHELOE AFB, MI.  BDB NAME CHANGED 
NAME TO “TALL TAILS – SHORT TAILS”.  PUBLICATION CONTINUED TO BE PUBLISHED AFTER KINCHELOE CLOSE IN 
JULY 1977 BY BOB MATHERLY WHO HAD TRANSFERRED TO MATHER AFB, CA 

 

 “TALL TAILS-SHORT TAILS” RESPONSIBILITY TRANSFERRED TO CASTLE AFB, CA IN LATE 1977 - NAME 
CHANGED BACK TO “BULLDOG BULLETIN” BY CASTLE AT SOME POINT.  MOVED TO CARSWELL WHEN CASTLE 
CLOSED SHOP. 

 

(HISTORY A LITTLE FUZZY IN THIS TIME FRAME) 

 

CASTLE EDITORS:  ?? SEPTEMBER 1977— 1983 - 1985 
 RORY KOON  

 

CARSWELL EDITORS: BDB TRANSFERRED TO CARSWELL AFB IN 1985 (SEE BELOW).  Final issue released in FALL 
1991.    

 

CARSWELL AFB EDITORS: Spring, 1985 – Fall, 1991 (Gunner’s position eliminated August 1991). 
 PETE DeFLICE 
 TOM WIANT 
 ED JAMES 
 KEN RIGARD   
 SCOTT SMITH 
 RUSS GREER 

 

AFGA PUBLICATIONS: “AFGA NEWSLETTERS” & “BULLDOG BULLETIN”:  JIM ZAENGLE 1989 -1995 

 

NAME CHANGE:  JANUARY 1996 TO “SHORT BURSTS” - EDITOR:  JIM ZAENGLE – JANUARY 1996 – AUGUST, 1997. 

 

Somewhere in this time frame there were a couple of other Editor’s ….possible Fred Arthur put a few out, Andy Anderson may 
have, maybe even others (Gene Steele?) that I could not run down YET!!!  I am sorry to have left the blanks in here if there were 
any….maybe we will get new information after this appears and we can correct the information that is being presented in this 
issue. 

 

NORM CLINTON:  DECEMBER, 1997 –  AUGUST,1999. 

 

LARRY LEWANDOWSKI , DECEMBER, 1999 – AUGUST 2005. 

 

BOB MATHERLY, DECEMBER, 2005 – PRESENT EDITOR. 

 

The history presented above is about as accurate as I could come up with.  Surely there were a few other “Editors” along the 
way at either Castle AFB or at Carswell AFB before the end came in 1991.  The various editors mentioned above are the ones 
who had the responsibility of compiling all the letters and other information sent to them from the various Associations out there 
who contributed to the BDB and Tall Tails-Short Tails during our active duty days.  After 1991 and the AFGA came about, the 
AFGA took care of putting out a “Newsletter” and whatever else it was called in the early days until the Short Bursts came along.  

 

The Short Bursts name has been used as the AFGA official newsletter publication since January 1996 and continues to be so 
today.  The AFGA Editor is an elected officer of the AFGA Board.  Election is every 2 years at the AFGA Business Meeting held 
at the Biennial Reunion locations.   

 

BREAKING NEWS:   AFGA LIFE TIME MEMBER PETE KARJANIS HAS STEPPED UP AND VOLUNTEERED TO TAKE ON 
THE TASKS OF BEING THE NEXT SHORT BURSTS EDITOR.  Pete and I have been talking about this for the past 3 –4 
years as I have believed he would make an excellent SB editor.  He is—and has been—a very strong supporter of the 
gunners both during his military career and afterwards as a member of the AFGA.  Should the membership agree, we 
will have a person of integrity who will represent the Air Force Gunners Association through out  many of the coming 
years.  Transition would begin with Pete putting the December 2015 issue out on the street.    Background on Pete to be 
provided in the December issue.    Bob  
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OLDIE BUT GOODIE 
BOLD PRINT at that!!! 

Contributed  by “oldie” AFGA Member Ralph Stearns—as a 
reminder that we had to have good memories back then. 

BOLD PRINT??? 
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PROFILE OF A GUNNER 
BEN KUROKI—WW II VETERAN 

Kuroki, Hickman 

In 1944, Sgt. Andy Rooney (of CBS 60 Minutes fame), and Sgt. Bud Hutton, published a book entitled Air Gunner.  In it, they relate stories 
of gunners as Arizona Harris, Michael Roscovich, Lee C. “Shorty” Gordon and Ben Kuroki, along with many others.  Neither Andy nor Bud 
were gunners, but flew from time to time on combat missions, and wrote it the way they saw it.  It is with the kind permission of “Sgt” Andy 
Rooney, that the author uses some of their materials. (This story has been adapted for this issue and contains some update information that 
was not in the original Short Bursts story). 
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PROFILE OF A GUNNER 
BEN KUROKI—WW II VETERAN (cont) 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Received a newspaper article from AFGA Member Leo Lan-
guirand, Shreveport, LA about Ben Kuroki which was published back on October 13, 
2013 in the Shreveport Times (by John Andrew, writer).  It was a similar story but a 
more current article than the one we had printed in the September 1995 AFGA Newslet-
ter.  I have copied that article and posted it again as a reminder to all of the sacrifices—
and the paths they took in order to fight for their country.  I have copied some of the 
material from the latest article to update this story.  Many thanks to Leo for reminding 
us of those men who flew, fought and died in the skies back then.  

 

Update by writer John Andrew:  “Kuroki also managed to talk his way into serving on B
-29s bombing Japan.  In all 28 missions of his 58 missions were flown in the Pacific.  
His medals included a Purple Heart, three Distinguished Flying Crosses and the Air 
Medal with five oak leaf clusters.  Shortly after the war, Kuroki was the subject of a 
book, “Boy From Nebraska”.  John Andrew tracked down Ben in 2009 and found him in 
Camarillo, CA.  After the war he spoke to audiences nationwide and was the subject of a 
1946 biography, “BOY FROM NEBRASKA." He went into journalism, becoming the 
first Japanese American editor of a general newspaper in Nebraska. He later edited 
newspapers in suburban Michigan and Southern California. He was also the subject of a 
PBS documentary called Most Honorable Son. In November of 2010, Kuroki was invit-
ed back to Washington D.C. for the 13th annual American Veterans Center Conference 
where he received the Audie Murphy Award. At the age of 94, Ben Kuroki was inducted 
into the Nebraska Aviation Hall of Fame.  Now 97 years old, he is retired with his wife 
Shige and living in Southern California. 
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EVER WONDER HOW THE US MARINE CORPS GOT THE JOB 
OF FLYING THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES BY HELICOPTER ? 

 

   By Bill Gaddes 

 

 The Pentagon just announced the award of a contract to Lockheed Martin, Owego, NY for the next genera-
tion Presidential helicopter. Sikorsky will provide the air vehicle. It brought back a memory of an encounter with a 
US marine Colonel in the early 1980’s.  

 

     In 1983, I was Manager of IBM’s LAMPS MK III office in Arlington, Virginia. Our offices were located in Na-
tional Center 2, which was occupied by the Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR). In IBM tradition, our offices 
had two nice conference rooms, all the electronic and computer gadgetry of the day, a coffee “Gedunk”, and several 
spare offices. Our NAVAIR customer, PMA-266, Naval Helicopter Program Office,  made good use of these facili-
ties. The LAMPS MK III Program consisted of the SH-60B SEAHAWK helicopter, a high speed data link, and a 
ship’s acoustic and tactical suite. The Navy has deployed more than 250 of these helicopters aboard DDG-51, CG-
47, and DD-963 class ships.  

 

     One day our receptionist brought a Marine Colonel to my office. He told me that he had been the commanding 
officer of the Marine Presidential Helicopter Squadron at Anacostia Air Station in Washington DC. Now in the Pen-
tagon, he needed some technical information on the SH-60B, as Sikorsky had been awarded a contract for a smaller 
presidential helo to be designated VH-60. This helicopter may seen today when shorter trips do not require the older 
and larger VH-3 helicopter. One of my guys went scurrying to put a tech package together. We had a cup of coffee 
and adjourned to my office. 

 

      The colonel asked me, “Do you know how the marine Corps got the job of flying the President “? I said that I 
did not. He said, “Think of it, the Air Force had already been flying President Truman aboard “Columbine”. They 
had the job of flying Ike as well. If there was a formal requirement from the White House, the Air force would have 
grabbed this prestigious job. Next would have been the US Navy; and then of course the US Army which had the 
most experience in the early 1950’s with helicopters in Korea.  

 

      Ike and Mamie had purchased the farm in Gettysburg, and travelled there on weekends whenever they could. Ike 
had a valet and Mamie had a favorite cook. Both were African Americans. Both were transported to the farm as 
well. Someone on the staff got the idea to fly the two by helicopter to the farm so that they could get the place ready 
when Ike and Mamie arrived. A call went out for a helo. None of the senior services seemed interested in hauling 
two black domestics up to the farm. As a consequence, a Marine helo from Anacostia was detailed for the job.  

 

     Ike was not the swiftest brain in the Nation. After about four trips or so to the farm, he inquired regarding how 
the valet and cook could get there so quickly and have everything prepared for their arrival. He was told about the 
helo transport. Ike replied, “I want us to be transported by helo to the farm on the next trip”.  Voila ! The US Marine 
Corps inherited the job of flying the President of the United States by helicopter. The Corps has done an outstanding 
job ever since. Had it been a formal requirement from the White House to the Pentagon, the USMC would not have 
had a prayer of getting the job. 

 

US Marine Corps scuttlebutt. Anyone wish to challenge this ? 

 

William Gaddes      gaddes@windstream.net    15 May 2014 

 

Editor’s comment:  …..and now you know “the rest of the story”.  Thanks for the interesting insight, Bill.   Bob 

AFGA NEWSREEL 
Bill Gaddes—How Contracts Are Sometimes Awarded 

Dragon's Eye Radar Tested on B-52 
Air Force Global Strike Command recently demonstrated Northrop Grumman's AN/ASQ-236 Dragon's Eye, a podded active electroni-
cally scanned array radar, on a B-52 bomber, according to a command release. The radar "enhances the B-52's ability to operate in 
both contested environments and adverse weather conditions," said B-52 Requirements Branch chief Maj. Brett Plummer. "The ra-
dar's high-resolution mapping enables target detection, tracking, and subsequent engagement in situations where our existing elec-
tro-optical targeting pods cannot," he said. Today, F-15Es operate with Dragon's Eye. AFGSC conducted the demo with a B-52 as-
signed to Air Force Reserve Command's 307th Bomb Wing at Barksdale AFB, La. Pacific Air Forces is interested in this capability 
and intends to exercise the B-52 with it during September's Valiant Shield exercise, states the June 26 release. "This Dragon's Eye 
effort demonstrates AFGSC's ability to continue to increase B-52 lethality during lean fiscal times and present capable forces to our 
combatant commanders," said Lt. Gen. Stephen Wilson, AFGSC commander. (Barksdale report by A1C Jannelle Dickey) 

AFGA NEWSREEL 
Pete Karjanis’ Inputs of Current News 

mailto:gaddes@windstream.net
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/98dl28v/3n5zc
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/98dl28v/b5094
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AFGA NEWSREEL 
Pete Karjanis’ Inputs of Current News 

Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh awarded the Prisoner of War Medal to 
nine World War II Army Air Forces airmen during a ceremony held sev-
en decades after they were interned at Wauwillermoos Camp in Swit-
zerland.  Retired Lt. Col. James Misuraca, retired Maj. James Moran, 
1st Lt. Paul Gambaiana, 1st Lt. James Mahon, TSgt. Alva Moss, SSgt. 
John Fox, Sgt. William Blackburn, and Sgt. George Thursby were pre-
sent during the April 30 ceremony at the Pentagon. The son and 
grandson of the ninth POW, SSgt. Thomas Sinitsky, who died recently, 
accepted the Medal on his behalf. The men were shot down over Swit-
zerland in 1943 and 1944 while flying bombing missions into Nazi Ger-
many, according to a May 1 release. During that time, aircrews only 

had a 25 percent "chance of surviving a combat tour without being shot down, captured, or killed," said Welsh. "It's the kind of 
courage we read about in books, that people make movies about, and that these humble, grateful survivors praise on their fall-
en comrades, but rarely seem to recognize in themselves." Army Maj. Dwight Mears, the grandson of Army Air Force Lt. 
George Mears, who was among those captured in 1944, began petitioning 15 years ago to honor the men, who were not previ-
ously eligible for the POW Medal because of Switzerland's neutral status during the war. In 2013, Congress passed an amend-
ment to allow the men to be considered. 

A Stinging Nuke Rebuke  If the Air Force values the nuclear deterrent mission "it must change its 
ways" and properly recapitalize its nuclear missile, bomber, and command and control infrastructure, 
said Franklin Miller, former National Security Council defense and arms control director. "It appears, at 
least to this observer, that the Air Force leadership simply does not care about its nuclear deterrence," 
said Miller during a May 13 talk on Capitol Hill sponsored by AFA, the National Defense Industrial Asso-
ciation, and the Reserve Officers Association. "The modernization of the strategic bomber force is in 
disarray with the [Long-Range Strike Bomber] program slipping to the right and … having an explicitly 

non-nuclear role" in its planned initial operational capability. In addition, Minuteman III ICBMs will "become increasingly unreli-
able" without serious propulsion, guidance, and infrastructure upgrades, sacrificing their credibility, said Miller. The United 
States is "blessed as a nation" to have at least one leg of its nuclear triad in the hands of the Navy, "whose dedication to excel-
lence" keeping up the submarine-launched ballistic missile capability "is legendary," he added.   —Arie Church 

Back Down to Darwin   A B-52 bomber on rotation to Andersen AFB, Guam, will head to RAAF Darwin in Northwestern 
Australia this week to "take part in short-term training" with the Royal Australian Air Force, states a Pacific Air Forces release. 
The bomber also will carry Air Force personnel to aid planning for Australia's Pitch Black large-force employment exercise later 
this year. An Air Force Global Strike Command B-52 flew to Australia for cooperative training earlier this year and "decisions 
on future rotations remain under discussion," states the PACAF release. Pitch Black is the RAAF's largest international exer-
cise and will include the Dutch, Emirati, French, Korean, Thai, Singaporean, and New Zealand participants this year, report-
ed* the UAE's The National. The three-week exercise will be held at Darwin in August. 

First Smart BUFF Delivered  Technicians completed the digital upgrades to the first B-52 bomber modernized un-
der the Combat Network Communications Technology program at Oklahoma City Air Logistics Complex at Tinker 
AFB, Okla. CONECT takes "the B-52 from a rotary-dial phone to a smartphone," Air Force Global Strike Command 
overseer Alan Williams said in a release. The new datalinks, systems, and software allows real time intelligence and 
targeting data transmission "so that they can get the most current data" to adapt flight planning en route, added Wil-
liams. OCALC began work on the first B-52 last July under a $76 million low-rate initial production contract with Boe-
ing. AFGSC currently has funding in place to upgrade a total of 30 B-52Hs, with eventual plans to install upgrades on 
the entire fleet, according to the release. Tinker's 10th Flight Test Squadron redelivered the first B-52 to Barksdale 
AFB, La., on April 21.  

Nuclear Deterrence Medal Approved 
Air Force Secretary Deborah James approved a new decoration for Active Duty airmen, Air National Guard members, and Air 
Force Reservists directly involved in the strategic nuclear deterrence mission, announced service personnel officials on Mon-
day. Dubbed the Nuclear Deterrence Operations Service Medal, this decoration is aimed at "attracting and retaining high-
caliber airmen in the nuclear mission," states the June 2 release. Air Force officials at the Pentagon have not yet finalized eligi-
bility criteria, according to the release. This announcement closely follows Air Force Global Strike Command's efforts to reform 
the ICBM and nuclear-capable bomber career fields and fix assessment standards in the wake of the command's missileer 
cheating scandal last year. Approval for the medal came on May 27. 

 

Editor’s comment:  Don’t normally comment on news articles but this takes the cake-”attracting and retaining high caliber air-
men”?   REALLY????? YGBSM!!. 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/92xlnjb/5y35q
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/949fmc8/3gpzs
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/94jbvs6/6o1cp
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/94jbvs6/6o1dq
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/94jbvs6/6o1er
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/94jbvs6/6o1er
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/929ve65/5pcmd
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/929ve65/3ikc2
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/929ve65/3glpe
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/9612qq4/aejxs
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/9612qq4/aejyt
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/9612qq4/4yu0e
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During the battle of the Chosin Reservoir in the Korean War . . . 
hit by anti-aircraft fire while supporting the Marines, Ens. Jesse 
Brown, the Navy's first African-American aviator, crashed be-
hind enemy lines. His squadron mates from VF-32 thought 
Brown was dead, until they saw him slide back his canopy and 
wave. But, Brown did not climb free, he was pinned in his Cor-
sair's burning wreckage. While his comrades called for a rescue 
helicopter and circled to ward off any enemy troops, Brown's 
wingman, Lt. Thomas Hudner, intentionally crash-landed in that 
treacherous terrain to try to save his friend. 

 

Wading through snow and subzero temperatures, Hudner reached Brown's plane and tried to 
pull him free, but the snow denied him any footing. Brown remained calm, inspiring Hudner. 
Hudner gave Brown his hat and gloves then used snow, shoveled with his bare hands, to snuff 
out the fire. When the rescue helicopter arrived, its pilot joined Hudner. Even working togeth-
er, they could not free Brown, whose leg was pinned and who was in shock. As daylight faded, 
with Hudner at his side, Jesse Brown passed away. 

 

The rescue helo lifted Hudner, exhausted, from the scene. Four months later, President Truman 
summoned Hudner and Jesse Brown's widow, Daisy, to the White House where he awarded 
Hudner the Medal of Honor. 

 

That day, they all remembered Jesse Brown, a hero who did not die alone. 

 

There is a Corsair painted in the scheme of Jesse L. Brown and Thomas 
Hudner that now lives in Tulsa, OK. It honors this very story and the man 
who died that fateful day Dec. 4, 1950. 

 

Hudner has been trying to get back and see if they can find the body of 
Brown last few years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 

KOREAN VETERAN’S UNKNOWN STORY 
“DEVOTION” 

Ensign Jesse L. Brown, USN 
In the cockpit of an F4U-4 Corsair fighter, circa 1950. 
He was the first African-American to be trained by the Navy as a 
Naval Aviator, and such, became the first African-American 
Naval Aviator to see combat. Brown flew with Fighter Squadron 
32 (VF-32) from USS Leyte(CV-32).  

Lieutenant (Junior Grade) Thomas J. Hudner, USN, 
of Fall River, Massachusetts 

 

He was awarded the Medal of Honor for heroically attempt-
ing to rescue Ensign Jesse L. Brown, who had been shot 
down by enemy fire near the Chosin Reservoir, North Ko-
rea, on 4 December 1950 

Editor’ note:  Came across this story, which tugged at my 
heart at the courage of both men, quite by accident but cer-
tainly worth while sharing with all.  Guardians of the North 
FB site great one to visit also. 

 

“DEVOTION’ Painting at top of page by Matt Hall 

 

Story found in Guardians of the North facebook entry at:  
https://www.facebook.com/gaurdiansofthenorth 

 

Official U.S. Navy PhotographS, National Archives collec-
tions  
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Here's a history bit that I bet you never knew... 

 

When baseball greats Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig went on tour in baseball-crazy Japan in 1934, some fans 
wondered why a third-string catcher named Moe Berg was included. 

 

The answer was simple: Berg was a US spy.  Speaking 15 languages - 
including Japanese - Moe Berg had two loves: baseball and spying. 

 

In Tokyo, garbed in a kimono, Berg took flowers to the daughter of 
an American diplomat being treated in St. Luke's Hospital - the tall-
est building in the Japanese capital.  He never delivered the flow-
ers.  The ball-player ascended to the hospital roof and filmed key fea-
tures: the harbor, military installations, railway yards, etc. Eight 
years later, General Jimmy Doolittle studied Berg's films in planning 
his spectacular raid on Tokyo. 

 

Berg's father, Bernard Berg, a pharma-
cist in Newark, New Jersey, taught his son Hebrew and Yiddish.  Moe, against 
his wishes, began playing baseball on the street aged four.  His father disap-
proved and never once watched his son play.   

In Barringer High School, Moe learned Latin, Greek and French.  He graduated 
magna cum laude from Princeton - having added Spanish, Italian, German and 
Sanskrit to his linguistic quiver. 

During further studies at the Sorbonne, in Paris, and Columbia Law School, he 
picked up Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Indian, Arabic, Portuguese and Hungari-
an - 15 languages in all, plus some regional dialects. While playing baseball for 
Princeton University, Moe Berg would describe plays in Latin or Sanskrit. 

During World War II, he was parachuted into Yugoslavia to assess the value to 
the war effort of the two groups of partisans 
there.  He reported back that Marshall Tito's 
forces were widely supported by the people and Winston Church-
ill ordered all-out support for the Yugoslav underground fighter, 
rather than Mihajlovic's Serbians. 
The parachute jump at age 41 un-
doubtedly was a challenge. But 
there was more to come in that 
same year.  Berg penetrated Ger-
man-held Norway, met with mem-
bers of the underground and lo-
cated a secret heavy water plant - 
part of the Nazis' effort to build 
an atomic bomb.  His information 
guided the Royal Air Force in a 

bombing raid to destroy the plant.  The R.A.F. destroys the Norwegian heavy 
water plant targeted by Moe Berg.  

 There still remained the question of how far had the Nazis progressed in the 
race to build the first Atomic bomb.  If the Nazis were successful, they would 
win the war.  Berg (under the code name "Remus") was sent to Switzerland to 
hear leading German physicist Werner Heisenberg, a Nobel Laureate, lecture 
and determine if  

Tito’s partisans 

Moe Berg 

The R.A.F. destroys the Norwegian 
heavy water plant targeted by Moe 
Berg. 

ODDS & ENDS 
NOT ALL WORE A UNIFORM WHO SERVED IN WWII  
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the Nazis were close to building an A-bomb.  Moe managed to slip past the SS guards at the auditorium, pos-
ing as a Swiss graduate student.  The spy carried in his pocket a pistol and a cyanide pill.  If the German indi-
cated the Nazis were close to building a weapon, Berg was to shoot him - and then swallow the cyanide pill. 

Moe, sitting in the front row, determined that the Germans were nowhere near their goal, so he compliment-
ed Heisenberg on his speech and walked him back to his hotel. 

Moe Berg's report was distributed to Britain's Prime Minister, Winston 
Churchill, President Franklin D. Roosevelt and key figures in the team devel-
oping the Atomic Bomb.  Roosevelt responded: "Give my regards to the 
catcher." 

Most of Germany's leading physicists had been Jewish and had fled the Nazis 
mainly to Britain and the United States.  After the war, Moe Berg was 
awarded the Medal of Merit - America's highest honor for a civilian in war-
time.  But Berg refused to accept, as he couldn't tell people about his exploits. 

After his death, his sister accepted the Medal and it hangs in the Baseball 
Hall of Fame, in Cooperstown, 

 

Morris  “Moe” Berg 
March 2,1902-----May 29, 1972 

ODDS & ENDS 
NOT ALL WORE A UNIFORM WHO SERVED IN WWII (CONT) 

I WENT TO THE AVELON CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL IN CHOWCHILLA TODAY TO VISIT WITH ANDY RAY 
WHO HAS SUFFERED HIS THIRD STROKE... HE WAS AT THE FRESNO VETERANS  HOSPITAL FOR TWO 
DAYS THEN TRANSFERRED HOME TO CHOWCHILLA. HE EXPECTS TO BE THERE FOR A COUPLE MORE DAYS 
BEFORE GOING HOME TO HIS HOUSE....  
 
SAME DRY SENSE OF HUMOR, HE WAS WEARING HIS HEARING AID SO WE DIDN'T HAVE TO YELL AT 
EACH OTHER AND DISTURB HIS CELL MATES.. I KNOW HE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU GUYS, CELL 
PHONE # 1 209 233 1091... THANKS, CEASE 
 
 

Received from Cease Walker.  For those of you who know Andy Ray, Cease is right—he might enjoy a phone 
call ...Cease posted his cell phone in the email message. Give him a call, cheer him up,    Bob 

OLDIE BUT GOODIE 
Where has the humor gone now a 

days? 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Contributed by Ralph Stearns 
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AFGA NEWSREEL 
Pete Karjanis’ Inputs of Current News 

The Giant iPhone Airplane 
The Combat Network Communications Technology upgrade for the B-52 bomber will have a strategic effect on the bomber's 
capabilities, said Air Force Global Strike Command boss Lt. Gen. Stephen Wilson. "We have semi-jokingly called it the 'giant 
iPhone airplane'" Wilson told Air Force Magazine in late May during an interview at his headquarters at Barksdale AFB, La. 
This is because the digital technology gear gives the bomber networked, beyond-line-of-sight communications capability, al-
lowing the aircrew to share information with other aircraft and assets and update plans and targets throughout the course of a 
sortie, thereby complicating an adversary's defenses, he said. It will also allow for great flexibility for weapons upgrades. "It's a 
great bomber, but its forte will be standoff weapons," said Wilson of the B-52 with CONECT. The first operational B-52 bomber 
fitted with this technology arrived back home at Barksdale in April, after receiving the upgrade. It will soon resume flight testing 
to certify the new equipment and data links. The Air Force has long-term plans to upgrade the entire B-52 fleet. Wilson said 
CONECT-fitted B-52s carrying JASSM cruise missiles, and miniature air launched decoys and jammers "would be a formida-
ble challenge to any adversary." 

B-52s Deploy to England for Exercises 
Three B-52 bombers dispatched from the United States arrived on Wednesday at RAF Fairford, England, for training and exer-
cises with US and allied military forces in Europe, announced Air Force officials. The B-52s did not bring live weapons into 
Britain, they said. The deployment, expected to last about two weeks, is one of the US force rotations in and around Europe 
since the unrest in Ukraine and Russia's annexation of the Crimea. "This particular deployment is a temporary one," Brig. Gen. 
Michael Fortney, Air Force Global Strike Command's director of operations, told Air Force Magazine during a recent interview 
at the command's headquarters at Barksdale AFB, La. The B-52s will support two US European Command exercises and will 
also fly other "single-sortie" training missions, said Fortney. An Air Force advanced echelon team recently visited Fairford—a 
standby airfield—to ensure it was prepared to support the B-52s, said AFGSC officials during the Barksdale visit. Two of the B-
52s are from Barksdale; the other is from Minot AFB, N.D. One of them will participate in the upcoming 70th anniversary D-
Day commemoration in Graignes, France. (See also US Strategic Command release.)  

Guam, Bombers, and AirSea Battle 
This spring the Air Force marked 10 straight years of its continuous presence of bombers at Andersen AFB, Guam, an effort 
that has paid dividends on anti-access, area-denial training, Air Force Global Strike Command boss Lt. Gen. Stephen Wilson 
said in a recent interview. "When we talk AirSea Battle and A2/AD, what [ASB] means to me in some form is a habitual training 
relationship with our partners," said Wilson. "In this case, it's the US Navy." Today, before AFGSC bomber crews deploy to 
Guam, they will do "work ups" with partners in 7th Fleet, identify which carrier air wing elements will deploy, send some airmen 
to Naval Air Station Fallon, Nev., and participate in a Navy fleet exercise. By the time everyone deploys to the Pacific, "they've 
already developed a relationship and can exercise and train routinely," said Wilson. With four B-52 squadrons rotating on three
-to-one deployments to Guam (six months in the Pacific, 18 months at home station), airmen receive opportunities they would 
not normally get at home station, Wilson added. Bomber groups have a "desired learning objective" on every continuous 
bomber presence sortie, focusing on what they are doing to improve ASB and A2/AD operations. As a result, there is constant 
communication between the bomber wings' operations groups and those at Andersen "raising the game for everyone," Wilson 
added. —Marc V. Schanz 

Global Power in the Pacific 
Air Force Global Strike Command B-2s and B-52s played large roles in two very high profile events over the past 18 months. 
The first was the successful 38-hour B-2 global power mission from Whiteman AFB, Mo., to South Korea during last March's 
Exercise Foal Eagle. The second was last November's flight of two Guam-based B-52s through China's newly declared air 
defense zone over the East China Sea. In a recent interview at his Barksdale AFB, La., headquarters Lt. Gen. Stephen Wilson 
told Air Force Magazine there was a "lot of discussion" between the US Strategic Command commander and the Chairman 
and vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs on how to respond to North Korea. "The thought was, we have a dual capable bomber 
from the US that can send a very powerful message," Wilson said. Showing up at noon over Osan AB, South Korea, flanked 
by an F-16, ensured the event would be highly visible and those on the ground would "communicate it." With the ADIZ sortie, 
Wilson said AFGSC had rotated B-52s to Andersen AFB, Guam, for years and would routinely fly training sorties from the is-
land as part of an effort to demonstrate a "very visible signal of US strength and power" to both allies and potential adver-
saries. The ADIZ flight was a "normal training mission" to and from areas around the Korean Peninsula that was directed by 
US Pacific Command's Adm. Samuel Locklear and Pacific Air Forces boss Gen. Hawk Carlisle, said Wilson.  
—Marc V. Schanz 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96ao1m9/3n5zc
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96ao1m9/aennm
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96erefp/aeqz1
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96erefp/aer00
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96erefp/aer00
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96erefp/aer11
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96i24qz/3n5zc
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96i24qz/3eufb
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96i24qz/3ouu0
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96i24qz/3ouu0
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/96i24qz/3n5zc
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  CHAPLAIN'S CORNER - IGGY CRUZ 
     

Loneliness leaves us wilted, sometimes a little sick inside, perhaps feeling a little be-
trayed by life and abandoned.  Maybe all we need to see a lonely person is to look in the 
mirror.  AH!, there it is----Loneliness. We don’t know what to make of it. It’s the big-
gest thing standing between us and real happiness.  Loneliness, even the word sounds 
empty, and that’s the way it makes us feel…empty. It’s an emotion, a feeling, an experi-
ence.  Loneliness may have many faces, but they all share the same ache.  Loneliness is 
blind to age, education, wealth and background.  It slips upon us, overtake us all before 
we know what’s happening.  There are many events that could trigger  this situation  
Maybe our soul mate of 5, 10, 50 years die’s, our children leave home, divorce , no one 
waiting for us at night, the phone sits in silence and the list goes on and on.. 

 

So, what can we do about loneliness?. Well,, let’s break out of the normal ways we look 
at Loneliness.  Take a step to the side and look at it in a different way.  Let’s change the way we’ve looked 
at Loneliness.  We have always seen it as a condition in our lives that must be avoided, erased permanently 
and we have been wrong. Experience tells us that it is not the real reason for some of the void in our sur-
roundings or the absence of people . if that were so, we could just pump more people into our days.  So, we 
can see the difference between being alone and being lonely.  There are times that being alone is the most 
satisfying companionship there is and there are times when the most severe loneliness attacks us in the 
midst of a crowd. 

 

There is a way to win with the battle with Loneliness.  First we need to like ourselves and that is important 
because before,  we tried to face life feeling a little down – like it’s hopeless and the nobody cares feeling 
but God cares and loves us and we need to accept that.  He believes in us and our values.   

 

Second:  We need to be closer to God. He is totally within our reach He is not hidden somewhere on a cloud 
far removed from us.  Faith and prayer play a very important role in our life’s.  Next, we need face each 
day with love.  Look at the word Loneliness, now substitute the first “n” with the letter “v”  now, what do 
we come out with?  Loveliness!.  Remember that love is like yeast, a little of it grows and spreads. Remem-
ber, we don’t  have to give loneliness control of our life’s.  Look in the  mirror again.  Does it look like we 
are ready to shatter the loneliness we see? 

IGGY 
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James (Jim) Brodie, retired SMSgt— Green Valley, AZ, born July 24,1930 in Longmont, CO, died 
March 11, 2014.  

 

He  is survived by his wife  Sandy Brodie,  son, James Brodie, Denver, CO and  daughters, Belinda Brodie 
Boslego , Herndon, VA and Rhonda Brodie, Tucson, AZ.  Grandchildren Jonathon Brodie, Fred Brodie, 
Matt Boslego and Audrey Boslego. 

 

Jim had served in the Air Force from 1948 till retiring in 1971.  

 

He served as a B-36  gunner and B-52 tail gunner in the 77th and the 718th Bombardment Squadrons with 
the 28th Bombardment Wing, Ellsworth Air Force Base, SD. He also served as tail gunner with the 340th 
Bombardment Wing, Bergstrom Air Force Base, TX and in the 367th Bombardment Squadron, 306th Bom-
bardment Wing,  McCoy Air Force Base, FL.   

 

Soon after retiring they moved to Green Valley, AZ where he attended college and received a degree in 
Real Estate.  Early in the 1980’s they opened a real estate office and he became active in the local  and state real estate as-

sociations .  He served on the board of Realtors at the state level and was elected president of the Arizona Association of 
Realtors in 1999.  He also served a number of years as a director on the National Association of Realtors, Washington, DC. 
 
Jim was a Lifetime member of the AFGA.  Notice was sent in by his wife, Sanda Brodie 
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Donna J. Hartzell, 82, of rural Erie, died at 5:35 p.m., Thursday, April 24, 2014 at Diversicare 
in Chanute. 

She was born on January 11, 1932 at Omaha, Nebraska to George and Pearl (Eaton) Shinn. She grew 
up in Omaha and Arvada, Colorado where she graduated high school in 1950.  

She attended the University of Colorado at Boulder on scholarship; later transferring to Saint Luke's 
Hospital School of Nursing receiving Registered Nurse (RN) certification in 1954. She started her ca-
reer as a surgical nurse. She retired from Neosho Memorial Regional Medical Center in Chanute in 
1997 after 43 years as an RN.  

She and Wallace “Wally” Hartzell were married on January 23, 1955 at Fort Worth, TX. He survives 
of the home. 

She was a member of the Evangelical Covenant Church in Savonburg, the George L. Hendricks Post 
No. 102 American Legion Ladies Auxiliary, the Odense Friends Forever Club, and the Arthritis Association.  

She was a loving wife, mother and grandmother who leaves many friends. Everyone will miss her pleasant demeanor and 
heartwarming smile.  

In addition to her husband she is survived by two sons, Wayne Hartzell of Chanute and Dan Hartzell, and his wife, Melissa of 
Ft. Worth, TX; two grandchildren, Hannah Hartzell and Rivers Hartzell.  

Graveside memorial services were held Thursday, May 1, 2014 at the Odense Cemetery north of Erie with Pastor John Vogel 
officiating with burial following. The family suggests memorials to the Evangelical Covenant 
Church or to the George L. Hendricks Post No. 102 American Legion Ladies Auxiliary and 
these may left at or sent to the Pierce-Carson-Wall Funeral Home 113 S. Main St. P.O. Box 
182, Erie, KS 66733. Online condolences may be left at www.wallfuneralservices.com. 

 

Sent in by Wally Hartzell.  Donna and Wally were always at our AFGA reunions.  Our condo-
lences to Wally and his family on their loss.  We all enjoyed their times  with us and will miss 
her quick smile and wit.   

Katharine STEVENS, (Age 74) Passed away on Friday, May 2nd, 2014 at her home 
in Spokane, WA. Born in Didsbury, Alberta, she was the eldest daughter of the late, Henry 
and Emma Folkmann. Katharine grew up and attended Concordia for her high school and 
undergrad in Didsbury. She moved to the US in 1967 to marry Delmar Stevens. They were 
happily married for 45 years and had two children, Karen and Mike. She was a long time 
member of the Spokane Yacht Club and was very involved the Altrusa Women's Group. 
Katharine traveled the world and enjoyed spending time with her family. She also had a very 
dynamic career in Financial Planning for over 30 years with Catton Financial Services.  

 

Katharine was preceded in death by her husband, Del; her parents Henry and Emma Folk-
mann; and her sister Marion. Katharine is survived by her sister Helen Harmon, her son 

Mike (Natalie) Stevens; her daughter Karen (Michael) Bulls; her grandchildren Jack, Elliot and Marley; and numer-
ous other relatives. 

 

 A Celebration of Life was held at Centerplace Regional Event Center, 2426 N. Dis-
covery Place, Spokane, WA on Friday, May 23rd, 2014. 

 

 In lieu of flowers the family requests memorial donations be made to Hospice of 
Spokane, PO Box 2215, Spokane, WA 99210.  

 
Kathy attended the Ft. Worth reunion and we knew then that she had limited time.  
She was a shining light while there.  We all will miss her and send our condolences 
to her family.  (Both Kathy and Steve were good friends to a lot of  us..knew them a 
long time and sure saddened to have to say goodbye.)   

Donna & Wally 
Ft. Worth 2013 

Kathy & Del—Orlando, 2011 
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Myrna Loy OLGARD  Born: January 23, 1935  -  Died: May 03, 2014    (Age 79) 
Myrna died peacefully on May 3, 2014 after a brief struggle with cancer. She was born January 
23, 1935 in Boulder Colorado, where she grew up the only child of John and Hilda Zaike. Myrna 
graduated from Lafayette High School in 1952 where she was a member of the volleyball team. 
On November 15, 1955, Myrna was certified as an X-Ray Technician by the American College of 
Radiology and The American Society of X-Ray Technicians.  

 

Myrna married Vernon Lloyd Olgard April 21, 1957. After their wedding in Lafayette CO, they 
were stationed at Travis AFB California, followed by Grand Forks AFB North Dakota, Barksdale 
AFB Louisiana and finally Fairchild AFB in Spokane. While in Spokane, she utilized her training 
to volunteer at Shriner's Children's Hospital and later worked as a Radiation Therapist at Sacred 
Heart Hospital.   

 

Following her retirement from Sacred Heart Hospital, Myrna enjoyed time with family and 
watching her grandchildren grow up. She attended many dance recitals and athletic events and had the pleasure of seeing three 
of her granddaughters get married. Vernon and Myrna loved traveling with friends to all parts of this great country, putting 
many miles on their RV. Myrna was an active member of Beta Sigma Phi, Red Hats Society, and The Spokane Club where she 
served on many committees.  

 

Myrna is survived by her son Bruce (Sandra) and daughter Trina Olgard; granddaughters Kath-
leen Proud (Ryan), Natalie Kraft (Matt), Candice Anderson (Brad), Emma Olgard and Alexis 
Olgard. Myrna is preceded in death by her parents John and Hilda and husband, Vernon.   

 

A Memorial Service was held at Heritage Chapel on Saturday, May 10th at 2:00pm. 
 
Myrna and her late husband, Vern, attended many of our AFGA reunions.  Myrna attended the 
Ft. Worth reunion last year.  She will be missed by all of us who had the pleasure of knowing her 
over these  years.  Our condolences to her family for the loss of this grand lady.  We were privi-
leged to call her our friend for many years. 

Michael Wayne RADKE of Hubertus, WI. Sunday November 10, 2013 age 74. Loving hus-
band of Sandra (nee Kub). Dear father of Ryan (Kristen) and Eric (Michael Kline). Fond brother 
of David (the late Elsie), Donald (Patricia), Rebecca Gaede and Sharon (Larry) Nemec. Proud 
grandfather of Zachary and Lauryn. Also survived by Janet Radke, along with other relatives and 
many friends. A Memorial Service with Military Honors will be held at 1 PM on Wednesday No-
vember 20, 2013 at the funeral home. Memorials to the Leukemia, Lymphoma Society (LLS), 
Wisconsin Chapter, 200 S. Executive Dr. Suite 203, Brookfield, 
WI 53005.  

 Bob  -- Received this from Mike Radke's wife, Sandy. Mike 
was a member of the AFGA. During Arclight 1968 his aircraft was one the 
first to dodge SAMs over the 17th parallel. I met Mike when he joined our 
squadron at Glasgow AFB, Montana. Our first tour was September 1966, 
home in 1967, back to Arclight in Feb 1968 due to Port Bow (North Korea 
captured the Navy ship "Pueblo".) That is all for now..............Harry Tol-
mich..... 

Mike & Sandy  Orlando, 2011 

Vern & Myrna 

Bobby Gene DIXON, 89, MSgt, USAF, Ret— passed from this life on May 24, 2014 in Claremore, Oklahoma. Bobby was born on Au-
gust 3, 1924 in Davis, Oklahoma to William Jasper and Era Mae (Griffin) Dixon. He was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, served during 
WWII, Korean and Vietnam war and retired after serving his country for 23 years. He was a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
the American Legion, Disabled American Veterans, and the Aerial Gunners Association. Bobby also was a member of Southwood Baptist 
Church of Tulsa, OK. He was preceded in death by his father, William J. Dixon; mother, Era Mae Griffin Dixon; brother, Billy Dixon; sis-
ter, Leta Ruth Dixon Cobb and a step-son, Paul Ray Akers, Jr. He is survived by his widow, Greta J. Dixon; son, Howard Brent Dixon; 
daughter-in-law, Latricia Dixon; grandson, Matthew Dixon; granddaughter, Lauren Dixon; step-daughter, Sherrie Akers Holland and hus-
band, Lee Urbaniak; step-grandson, Geoffrey Holland; step-great grandchildren, Madeline & Tyler Holland; nephew, Dan J. Cobb and 
grand niece, Erin Elizabeth Cobb. Graveside Services will be held 12:00 PM Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at Floral Haven Memorial Gar-
dens. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Salvation Army. 
 
Sent in by Greta Dixon, Bobby Gene Dixon’s wife.  Bobby was a WWII B-17 top turret gunner-engineer serving in the Pacific.   
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Richard M. SUEDKAMP Sr., 71, U.S. Air Force veteran, retired, of Minot, ND, passed away on February 
26, 2014, in Hudson, WI.  

 

Richard M Suedkamp was born on November 6, 1942 to Richard and Lorraine (Pater) Suedkamp in Hamilton, 
Ohio.  

 

Richard enlisted in the United States Air Force on January 30, 1968. He proudly served his country for over 20 
years, retiring with an honorable discharge on August 31, 1988.  

 

He was once married to Chia-Chueh “Nancy” (Wu) Bolton, a union that would be blessed with two children, 
Richard Jr. and Teresa. He was later united in marriage to his soulmate, Linda Derflinger in 1986.  

 

Richard enjoyed fishing and spending time at his lake cabin, playing cribbage, and being with family and friends.  

 

He is survived by his wife of 28 years, Linda of Minot, ND; son, Richard Jr. (Trish McBratney) of Dallas, TX; 
daughter, Teresa (Gerald) Kern of Arlington, TX; step-daughters, Michelle (Bob) Penshorn of Hudson, WI, and Nicole Boucher of Hud-
son, WI; grandchildren: Joshua Penshorn, Braiden Penshorn, Peyton Kern, Paige Kern, Chance Bucnis, Crash Bucnis, and Atlas 
Suedkamp; brothers: William (Sharon) of Northglenn, CO, Ronald (Sherry) of Alexandria, LA, Michael (Carsey) of Glenford, OH, and 
Dennis (Leslie) of Porter Ranch, CA; sister, Mariann (Greg) Savage of Hamilton, OH; father-in-law, Robert Derflinger of Sioux City, IA; 
sisters-in-law, Terri (Gary) Monroe of Sioux City, IA and Diane (Charlie) Ware of Louisburg, KS; along with many nieces and nephews. 

 

Richard was preceded in death by his parents; step-mother, Rosemary Suedkamp; and grandparents.  

Memorial Mass was held on Tuesday, March 11, at 10:30 am at St. John the Apostle Catholic Church, 2600 W. Central Ave., Minot, ND. 

 

Richard was not a member of the AFGA but “a gunner is a gunner” regardless and he served his country when needed.  Sent in by Mi-
chael Roll who knew him at Blytheville AFB.  “Rest in Peace, Dick.”  
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Charles LaVerne “Chuck” SANDERS, 76, Box Elder, passed away Saturday, Feb. 15, 2014, at his residence. 

Charles was born April 26, 1937, in Flint, MI, to Paul and Evelyn (Holbeck) Sanders. He graduated from 
Becher High School in Flint in 1956. After high school, Chuck joined the United States Air Force in 
1959. He married Patsey A. Hudson on July 22, 1961 in Lincoln, NE. Together they had a daughter, Lisa, 
and a son, Marc. The love of his life of 50 years, Pat, passed away in November of 2011. 

Chuck was transferred to Ellsworth Air Force Base in 1975 and retired from the Air Force in 1985 after 
proudly serving his country as a B-52 tail gunner, including a tour in Vietnam. He went to work for the 
Douglas School System where he was fondly known as Mr. Chuck by the teachers and students who he 
loved. He retired from the school in 2007. 

He was active member of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Box Elder and loved his church family; he was 
also active in the American Legion and TREA. 

Chuck enjoyed hunting and fishing. He loved traveling to see his family and friends and especially loved to laugh and tell sto-
ries. 

Survivors include his daughter, Lisa Marie (Nick) Careyote, Columbus, NJ; son, Marc Paul (Pat) Sanders, Lawton, OK; broth-
er, Fred Stanley, Flint, MI; sisters, Wilma Jean Long, Flint, MI, Judy Stanley, of Ohio, Elaine Stanley, Flint, MI, Janet Stanley, 
Flint, MI, Pauline Sanders Salinski, Traverse City, MI, Janet (Ron) Wood, Rapid City, MI; and two grandsons, David Jr. 
(Melissa) Hoboken, NJ, and Daniel (Stacy), Elgin, S.C., who blessed him with two great-grandchildren, Landon and Leann. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Patsey; and stepbrother, Jerry Monroe. 

In lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established to Emmanuel Baptist Church. 

Funeral services were held on Feb. 25, at Emmanuel Baptist Church in Box Elder, with Rev. Ken Schultz officiating. Burial  
followed at Black Hills National Cemetery near Sturgis, with military honors provided by Ellsworth AFB Honor Guard and 
VFW Post 1273 of Rapid City. 

Family and friends may sign Chuck’s online guestbook at www.kirkfuneralhome.com. 

Published Rapid City Journal 22 Feb 2014    

 

Sent in by Paul Schneider with the following comments:  “Although Chuck was not a member of the Association, he was a gun-
ner.  Chuck flew in B-52s as well as having completed a tour in AC-47s in Viet-Nam.  He had been stationed at Loring, Beale, 
and Ellsworth as well as some others.  He had been the squadron Gunner for the 77th Bomb Squadron and ended  his career as 
my assistant wing gunner. 
Charlie was a super nice guy as well as a fine gunner and NCO.  He will be missed.” 
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James CREEDON, age 92, of North Utica 
and the Acacia Village, passed away on Satur-
day, November 10, 2012, with his loving family 
by his side. 

 

Jim was born on August 6, 1920 in New Hart-
ford, NY, son of James Joseph and Bertha 
(Harwood) Creedon. He was raised and educat-
ed in North Utica, attending Horatio Seymour 
and UFA (1938). 
On August 7, 1948, at St. Peter’s church in 
North Utica, Jim married Dolores “Dee” Steele, 
the love of his life for over 55 years, who pre-

deceased him on June 9, 2004. Jim was of the Roman Catholic faith.  

 

Jim was employed as a Base Civil Engineer at Griffiss Air Force Base 
(1947-1970) and later by the NYS Department of Environmental Con-
servation (1970 – 1980). He also worked in the private sector for sev-
eral years in local textile mills, the Savage Arms Corporation, the Un-
derwood Corporation, and the New York Central Railroad.  

 

He was a World War II veteran having served in the US Army Ordi-
nance Dept in the Pacific and then as an Army Air Force B26 tail gun-
ner in the 9th Air Force in the skies over Western Europe. His mem-
berships included over 60 years with the American Legion (Adrean 
Post and Utica Post 229), a VFW life member (Schuyler Post), the 
386th Bomb Group Assn, 397th Bomb Group Assn, Air Force Gun-
ners Assoc, B26 Marauder Historical Society, and the Four Freshmen 
Society. 

 

Mr. Creedon is survived by his beloved children – son, James Gregory 
and wife Diane of Deerfield; son, William and wife, Lorraine of En-
field, CT; and daughter, Kathleen and husband, Howard Mettelman of 
Whitesboro. He is also survived by his adoring grandchildren and their 
spouses, Harley Creedon and fiancé Lorissa Roby, Michael Creedon 
and Melissa, James Creedon and Eliza, Jeanne (Goulet) Reardon and 
Darren, Anne Goulet and Gemetta, David Mettelman, and Lisa Mettel-
man, as well as several beloved great-grandchildren. His survivors also 
include 2 sisters -- Peg Kelleher of Vero Beach, FL and Maureen Pur-
cell of New Hartford; sister-in-law Kay (Ryan) Creedon of N. Utica, 
step brother Bill Knittel and wife Ruth of Deerfield, and sister-in-law 
Phyllis Hunt of St Augustine, FL. “Uncle Jim” also leaves behind his 
much-loved nieces and nephews, Nancy, Bernie, Garry, Rick, Dan, 
Renie, Buddy, Cathy, Tom, Jim, and Tim. Jim was predeceased by his 
stepmother Lillian (Knittel) Creedon, brother John (Jack) Creedon, and 
brother Bernard V Creedon.  

 

Jim enjoyed his years of retirement with his best friend and soulmate, 
wife Dee. They loved entertaining friends and family at home, espe-
cially their annual August celebration, and enjoyed many years of trav-
eling together. Jim was proud to say he was from North Utica and was 
most grateful for the kindness and generosity of his neighbors and 
friends. 

 

Jim will long be remembered for his zest for life –his unquenchable 
thirst for knowledge, his great wit, love of music and the outdoors, 
pride in his Irish heritage, and the qualities that defined this greatest 
generation –loyalty, devotion to family, love of God and country.  
 
(entombment in Resurrection Chapel Mausoleum at Holy Trinity  
Cemetery, Yorkville.)  
 
Could not find where this had been posted before.  Still think it is ap-
propriate to post it in the Final Fly By.  My apologizes to the family if 
this is the first posting as it is so late.  Jim was a member of the AFGA.   

Submitted to Chuck Dean for inclusion into the 
Short Bursts by his wife, Ilian Dennis 
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Lawrence Hill MEEKER passed away before midnight Monday, May 26, 2014, on Memorial Day. 
Funeral: Noon Saturday at University Christian Church. A reception will follow at the church. 
Interment: private. Memorials: The family requests in lieu of flowers that a memorial donation 
be made to a local charity. Larry was born in Fort Worth, the second son of Julian R. Meeker 
and Edna Hill Meeker, on May 4, 1932. He reached the age of 82 earlier this month. He was 
raised on a farm where he learned to work the land, livestock, hunt and fish. He knew the value 
of good work and throughout life was a man of his word. He was an accomplished angler and 
marksman. Larry volunteered in 1951 for the United States Air Force, where he served with dis-
tinction at K-9 Pusan as a tail gunner on a B-26 Invader completing 55 missions over North Ko-
rea. He served under Capt. Matthew Loar, a lifelong hero of his, with whom he recently reunit-
ed and visited in Florida. During his service, they successfully bombed a key bridge in North Ko-

rea cutting off a major supply route for the Communist troops; many in a long convoy were caught by this action on 
the narrow mountainous road leading to the bridge and were eliminated by joint American and British air forces. He 
was nominated for the Silver Star for his actions of this mission, which he declined feeling that more deserving men 
had already lost their lives. After his service to his country Larry returned to Fort Worth and attended TCU in 1953, 
where he met and married the most beautiful woman he'd ever met, Margaret Daniel, known to all as "Peggy." To-
gether they raised four sons, Julian Wade Meeker and his wife, Susan, with sons, Bradley and Baylor, Daniel Hill 
Meeker, and one son, Taylor Meeker and two daughters, Victoria Meeker and Kathryn Meeker, David Alan Meeker 
and two sons, Aiden Meeker and Gavin Meeker, and James Lawrence Meeker and 
his wife, Kristina with son, Brandan. Larry and Peggy were a few months shy of 60 
years of loving marriage together   Larry had joined his father in oil and gas explora-
tion and production business. Working in petroleum and real estate for his entire 
career, he enjoyed all aspects and felt blessed to have had success that he might 
help others. He was a champion for human rights and worked to bring an end to 
segregation in Fort Worth.  It was said of him that he was the most Christian in his 
actions that one had ever known. He was always willing to help others and frequent-
ly sought out people in need. Following in his father's footsteps Larry funded college 
careers of several young people, many of whom went on to be successful. Larry's 
family takes peace in knowing he now has a glorified body in heaven, and he is with 
his loved ones who have preceded him in death. And we look forward to seeing him 
again when God calls us. Larry was a person who truly made a difference in this world 
and encouraged others to always try their best. He wanted everyone to know his epi-
taph, to be interpreted as one might read it, "...Part of the Deal." 
 

Peggy and Larry at the 2013 AFGA 
Reunion in Ft. Worth 
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Major General Gary A. WINTERBERGER, USAF, Retired, of Hoover, AL, passed away Tuesday, May 

20, 2014, at the age of 65. While not religious, Gary was spiritual. He loved this country and proudly served for 34 
years. Gary cherished his family. He will be remembered as good son to Lou and Gwen Winterberger, a faithful and 
true husband, a great dad and father-in-law, and a wonderful "Geggy" to his grandchildren. He is survived by his wife 
of 41 years, Carolyn, sons, Devin (Allison) and Brad (Bri), and grandchildren, Charlie, Allie and Phillip. Gary will be 
greatly missed by his extended family, friends, neighbors and golf buddies. The family appreciates the many prayers, 
calls, notes, good thoughts, and support of those who knew Gary. A memorial service was held, May 23, 2014, at 11 
AM at Currie-Jefferson Funeral Home with Father Fallon officiating. In lieu of flowers, the family request donations 
be made to a favorite charity. 
 
 

Partial Biography:  General Winterberger completed high school in Boulder, Colo., in 1967. Since graduating from 
the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1972, he has held a variety of jobs including positions in acquisition, force programming and plans; served 
as an executive officer; and has commanded a B-52 squadron, a technical training group and undergraduate flying training wing. In his 
last assignment, General Winterberger served as Commander of the NATO Airborne Early Warning and Control Force E-3A Component at 
NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen, Germany.  
 

Notice posted on FB by Gerald Hassebrock with the following comment:  “Jake Babbitt informed me of the passing of Maj Gen Gary 

A. Winterberger on the 20th day of May. He was a great Commander and friend. I remember the night he received his coin it 

was a proud moment for him to be accepted into the gunner brotherhood. Rest In Peace Bunky. 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/air-force/?personid=171154915&affiliateID=321
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Obituary sent in by Cease Walker 

Loretta Ann Chalfant INGLE went to 
be with the Lord on Sunday, June 8, 
2014, at her home in Apple Valley, Cali-
fornia after a battle with cancer. 

 

Loretta was born on January 23, 1936, 
in Lewis County, WV. Her family moved 
to Burbank, CA after World War II 
where she attended John Burroughs 
High School. Loretta worked at City of 
Hope Medical Center for several years 
in Duarte, CA before marrying Jay Ingle, 
a Fresno Fire Fighter in October of 
1974. Jay and Loretta resided in Fresno 

for years before beginning their journey throughout the nation 
together. 

 

Loretta is survived by her loving hus-
band, Jay Ingle; daughters, Vicki Clark-
son and husband Jeff, Jill Hunt and hus-
band John; and grandchildren, Heather 
Hunt, Jennifer Vogt, Jeremy Hunt and 
Lindsey Clarkson. 

 

A Graveside Service was held at Bel-
mont Memorial Park on Fri- day, June 
13, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Remembrances may be made in memory of 
Loretta, to Susan G. Komen for the Cure , 
Central Valley, PMB 551 5730 North First 
Street, Suite 105, Fresno, CA 93710. 
 
 

Jay and Loretta have been familiar sights at our AFGA reunions through 
the years.  We sadly say good bye to Lorreta but she left a lot of memo-
ries with us. She will be missed.   Her husband, Jay, passed along the 
obituary for us to include in this edition of the SB. 

Loretta & Jay—Orlando 2011 

Charlie Crayton BARNES - BOSSIER CITY, LA - 
A memorial service for Charlie Crayton Barnes, 91, was 
held., Thursday, June 26, 2014 at Asbury United Method-
ist Church. Officiating was Dr. R.L. Bethley, pastor of 
Asbury United Methodist Church. There will be Military 
Honors and Masonic Rites.  

 

Charlie was born January 27, 1923 in Iva, SC and died 
June 21, 2014 in Shreveport, LA. He retired as a Master 
Sergeant after serving 32 years in the United States Air 
Force. Charlie was a member of 
the El Karubah Shrine, the Scot-
tish Rite and Temple Lodge. 

 

His son, Steven K., precedes him 
in death. 

 

Charlie is survived by his wife, Ione Barnes; sons, Steven 
and D.C.; daughters, Linda, Maria, Anita and Dawn and 
a host of grandchildren and great grandchildren.  

 

The family suggests memorials to Asbury United Meth-
odist Church. or to Shriner's Hospital for Children. 

 

We thank him for the devoted and selfless service he 
rendered to his country during WWII and the Korean 
and Vietnam Wars while serving first in the U.S. Army Air Corps and then in 
the U.S. Air Force.  Obituary provided by Jackie Merrell. 
 

http://media2.legacy.com/adlink/5354/2169443/0/3380/AdId=2005306;BnId=1;itime=559790665;ku=1199957;key=KOMEN;nodecode=yes;link=http:/www.komen.org/legacy
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 Robert E. Brettner 
June 8, 1918 - June 11, 2014 
Robert E. Brettner, age 96, of Wheatfield, IN, passed away on Wednesday, June 11, 2014.  

Robert is survived by his children: Sharon Harlan of Wheatfield and Terry (Mary) Brettner of Mari-

etta, GA; grandchildren: Jeanette (Brian) Ingram and Stacy (Ben) Karably; great-grandchildren: 
Kylie & Hailey Ingram and Grace & Hazel Karably; sisters: Evelyn Applequist of New Mexico and 

Lorraine Follansbee of Colorado. He was preceded in death by his wife, Esther; brothers: Elmer, 

William and Jim Brettner; sister, Myrtle Dritlein.  

  Robert was one of eight children born in Chicago, IL on June 8, 1918 to Ebba and William 

Brettner. At the age of 22, he married Esther Dritlein and remained married for 65 years, ending 
with her death in 2005. Prior to WWII, he was employed by Buick. In 1944 he enlisted in the ser-

vice and was hand selected to serve in the Air Force on the B-29, the most advanced aircraft at 

the time. He served in the Pacific stationed on Saipan as a B-29 Tail Gunner. In 1946, he returned home from the service 
and worked with his brother-in-law at Ed’s Auto Body Shop in Chicago. At age 62, he retired and worked part time for Mid-

west Screw delivering parts. Robert also was a member of the Wheatfield American Legion Post #406.  

  Robert loved to build things, was a perfectionist and showed great perseverance in everything he undertook. He was de-

voted to his wife, children, grandchildren & great grandchildren. Working on projects with his 

son, entertaining his grandchildren and working on his daughter’s farm made for a full retire-

ment.  

  In later years, he attended many WWII reunions. In 2011 he was fortunate to fly to Washington 
D.C. to view the WWII Memorial as a guest of Honor Flight Chicago. His military story and picture 

are currently a part of the Library of Congress through the Veteran’s History Project.  

  Funeral services were held on Friday, June 20, 2014 at 9:00 AM at Geisen Funeral, Cremation & 

Reception Centre in Crown Point. Interment will take place at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery 

in Elwood, IL.  

Memorial donations may be given to the Alzheimer's Association.  

 

Sent in by Robert Brettner’s daughter, Sharon A. Harlan with these words attaché:  “He would be 
honored to be included in the Air Force Gunners Assoc—Short Bursts.”  We are honored that he 

was a member and a WWII Veteran who served  his country proudly, Sharon.  Thank you 

FINAL FLY BY 

   While visiting some cemeteries you may notice that headstones marking certain graves 
have coins on them, left by previous visitors to the grave.  

 

These coins have distinct meanings when left on the headstones of those who gave their 
life while serving in America's military, and these meanings vary depending on the de-
nomination of coin. 

 

    A coin left on a headstone or at the grave site is meant as a message to the deceased 
soldier's family that someone else has visited the grave to pay respect. Leaving a penny at 
the grave means simply that you visited.  A nickel indicates that you and the deceased 
trained at boot camp together, while a dime means you served with him in some capacity. 
By leaving a quarter at the grave, you are telling the family that you were with the solider 
when he was killed. 

 

    In the US, this practice became common during the Vietnam war, due to the political 
divide in the country over the war; leaving a coin was seen as a more practical way to 
communicate that you had visited the grave than contacting the soldier's family, which 
could devolve into an uncomfortable argument over politics relating to the war.  Some 
Vietnam veterans would leave coins as 

a "down payment" to buy their fallen comrades a beer or play a hand of cards when they 
would finally be reunited. 

 

    The tradition of leaving coins on the headstones of military men and women can be traced to 
as far back as the Roman Empire.   

 

    According to tradition, the money left at graves in national cemeteries and state veterans 
cemeteries is eventually collected, and the funds are put toward maintaining the cemetery or 
paying burial costs for indigent veterans. 

 

   No matter what the original intention of the coin-leaver may be, it seems clear that a coin left 
on a headstone is a symbol of remembrance and respect. A way of telling all who pass by that 
the person buried there was loved and visited often.  

RESPECT & REMEMBERANCE 
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World War II Pilot's Remains Identified 
Defense Department forensic scientists identified the remains of Army Air Forces pilot 2nd Lt. Verne L. Gibb of Topeka, Kan., 
who had been missing since the end of World War II, announced the Pentagon. Gibb's burial with full military honors is sched-
uled for April 23 in Leavenworth, Kan., states the DOD's release. On Oct. 23, 1945, Gibb was one of four crewmembers and 
two passengers flying a routine cargo mission in a C-47B from Myitkyina, Burma, to Chabua, India, when the aircraft disap-
peared in unfavorable weather. Searches for the aircraft were unsuccessful and the US military declared the six dead. In 2002, 
US defense officials acquired remains that proved to be Gibb's back from an American teacher in Burma who received them 
from a Burmese priest, states the release. DOD forensic scientists used circumstantial evidence and mitochondrial DNA to 
help identify Gibb. 

Retired Col. James KASLER, the only three-time Air Force Cross recipient and a former prisoner of war, died in Florida on 
April 24. He was 87, reported the Daily Journal. Kasler enlisted in the Army Air Corps as a B-29 Superfor-
tress tail gunner, flying combat missions over Japan during World War II. After getting his commission, Kasler 
flew 100 combat missions as an F-86 Sabre pilot over Korea, where he downed six enemy MiGs, becoming 
one of the first jet aces. On June 29, 1966, Kasler earned his first Air Force Cross as an F-105 Thunderchief 
pilot leading a strike against a heavily defended target in Hanoi, Vietnam. Just five weeks later, he was 
awarded a second AFC for braving heavy ground fire while attempting to locate a downed pilot. His aircraft 
was hit during the search and he ejected, beginning six and a half years of captivity in North Vietnam. He 
was awarded his third AFC for resisting torture and keeping faith with his fellow captives through unimagina-
ble hardship. Kasler ended his 31-year uniformed career in 1975 as vice commander of the 366th Tactical 
Fighter Wing at Mountain Home AFB, Idaho. In addition to his three AFCs, Kasler received two Silver Star 
Medals, nine Distinguished Flying Crosses, and two Bronze Star Medals, reported the Daily Journal. (For 
more on Kasler, see Valor in Three Wars from the Air Force Magazine archive.)  

Missing Vietnam War Airman's Remains Identified 
Air Force officials handed over the remains of Vietnam War-era Capt. Douglas Ferguson to his family in Lakewood, Wash., for 
a full military honors burial, announced the service. Ferguson was killed when his F-4D Phantom was shot down over Laos on 
Dec. 30, 1969, according to a JB Lewis-McChord, Wash., release. After 44 years, members of the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command found the crash site in 2013 and through DNA testing, defense forensic officials positively identified Ferguson and 
contacted his sister Sue Scott. "I wanted to shout it from the rooftops," she said. "We've been working on this for more than 40 
years." Ferguson's casket arrived May 1 and his burial took place the following day. "There have been ups and downs over the 
years for sure," said Scott. "But the process has allowed me to meet the people who honor our country, not just with their ser-
vice, but those who continue to give and give. That's what blows me away." 

CHESTER NEZ :  The final member of the original Navajo code talkers, the group of 28 
Native Americans who played a crucial role for U.S. communications during World War II, 
has died. 
Chester Nez died Wednesday in Albuquerque, confirmed Judy Avila, who helped Nez write 
his memoirs. He was 93. 
In 2001, Chester Nez received a Congressional Gold Medal for his work as a Navajo code 
talker during World War II. (Jake Schoellkopf / For the Los Angeles Times) 
Nez, among the first recruited, helped to develop code based on the Navajo's unwritten lan-
guage. The code thwarted the Japanese trying to intercept American communications in the 
Pacific during World War II. 
The 2002 John Woo film "Windtalkers" brought the story of the code breakers to the big 
screen. 

"The passing of Chester Nez, one of the original 29 Navajo Code Talkers, sadly marks the end of an era in our country's and Marine Corps' 
history," Col. David Lapan, director of the Office of U.S. Marine Corps Communication, said in a statement. "We mourn his passing but 
honor and celebrate the indomitable spirit and dedication of those Marines who became known as the Navajo Code Talkers." 
In his memoirs, Nez said he knew he made the right decision to join the fight. 
“I reminded myself that my Navajo people had always been warriors, protectors," he said. "In that there was honor. I would concentrate on 
being a warrior, on protecting my homeland. Within hours, whether in harmony or not, I knew I would join my fellow Marines in the 
fight." 

 Life Must Go On - A Navaho Prayer Grieve for me, for I would grieve for you. Then brush away the sorrow and the tears Life is not 
over, but begins anew, With courage you must greet the coming years. To live forever in the past is wrong; It can only cause you misery 
and pain. Dwell not on…    Richard Epping 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/91t0ltq/5grro
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/92xlnjb/5y2yl
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/92xlnjb/5y2zm
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/93z35mb/66w2p
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TAPS 
Day is done ... Gone the sun ... From the lakes From the hills ... 

From the sky ... All is well .. Safely rest . God is nigh ... 

 
Fading light ... Dims the sight .. And a star Gems the sky... 

Gleaming bright ... From afar ... Drawing nigh Falls the night .. 

 
Thanks and praise ... For our days ... Neath the sun . Neath the 

stars... Neath the sky ... As we go ... This we know ... God is nigh .. 

Jeremiah DENTON - A real hero died today – March 28, 2014.  Former US Sena-
tor Jeremiah Denton passed away today.  Being the former US Senator from Alabama is 
not what made Jeremiah Denton a hero.  What made him a hero is the way he conduct-
ed himself as one of the senior officers held as a POW by the North Vietnamese.  Jere-
miah Denton was held captive for 7 ½ years.  He detailed the horrors of his and others 
captivity in his book When Hell Was in Session.  Jeremiah Denton is most famously re-
membered as the POW who blinked out with his eyes the Morse Code for Torture when 
he was being interviewed by the North Vietnamese as a propaganda stunt. 
 
Jeremiah Denton was an unwavering conservative, and in my book he had earned the 

right to chose whichever side of the political spectrum that he wanted. 
  

Rest in Peace Jeremiah Denton. Sent in 
by Cease Walker 

Obituary sent in by Ralph Stearns 

William Overstreet Jr.  ROANOKE, Virginia (AP) - World War II fighter pilot 
William Overstreet Jr., who gained fame for flying 
beneath the Eiffel Tower's arches in pursuit of a 
German aircraft, has died. He was 92.  According to 
Oakley's Funeral Home, Overstreet died Sunday 
died Sunday (Dec 31. 2013) at a Roanoke hospital.  
Overstreet's famous flight in Nazi-occupied Paris 
has been credited with lifting the spirits of French 

Resistance troops on the ground. In a 2009 ceremony at the National D-
Day Memorial in Bedford, the French ambassador to the United States 
presented Overstreet with France's Legion of Honor. 
According to his obituary on the funeral home website, Overstreet worked 
as an accountant until retiring at the age of 65, then worked with numer-
ous charities and veterans groups. 
The Berlin Express Arrives in Paris,  By Len Krenzler.   In the spring of 
1944 Bill and his P-51C “Berlin Express” were near Paris when the scene 
that is immortalized in the artwork by Len Krenzler of Action Art that 
leads this article took place. Bill had followed this Bf 109 from the bombers 
he was escorting when most of the German fighters left. The two planes had 
been in a running dogfight. The German pilot flew over Paris hoping that 
the heavy German anti-aircraft artillery would solve his problem and elimi-
nate Overstreet and the “Berlin Express,” though Bill managed to get some 
hits in at about 1500 feet. The German’s engine was hit, and Bill stayed on 
his tail braving the intense enemy flak. His desperation undoubtedly grow-
ing, the German pilot aimed his plane at the Eiffel Tower and in a surpris-
ing maneuver, flew beneath it. Undeterred, Bill followed right behind him, 
scoring several more hits in the process. The German plane crashed and Bill 
escaped the heavy flak around Paris by flying low and full throttle over the 
river until he had cleared the city’s heavy anti-aircraft batteries.         
(Contributed by Harry Tolmich) 
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Back   Nine 
 

 To My Friends & Family, Please Read. 
  

BACK NINE -- I FIRST STARTED READING THIS EMAIL & WAS READING FAST UNTIL I REACHED THE THIRD SEN-
TENCE. I STOPPED AND STARTED OVER READING SLOWER AND THINKING ABOUT EVERY WORD. THIS  IS VERY 
THOUGHT PROVOKING. MAKES YOU STOP AND THINK. READ SLOWLY!  

 

                                                                      AND THEN IT IS WINTER  

 

You know, time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems just yesterday that I was 
young, just married and embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and I wonder where all the 
years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. 4 

But, here it is - the ' back nine' of my life and it catches me by surprise. How did I get here so fast ? Where did the years go and 
where did my youth go ? I remember vividly seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people were years 
away from me and that ' I was only on the first hole' and the ' back nine' was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully 
what it would be like.  

But, here it is . . . my friends are retired and getting grey. They move slower and I see an older person now. Some are in better and 
some worse shape than me, but, I see the great change. Not like the ones that I remember who were young and vibrant . . . but like 
me, their age is beginning to show and we are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought we'd become. Each 
day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day ! And taking a nap is not a treat anymore . . . it's mandatory ! 
Cause if I don't on my own free will, I just fall asleep where I sit !  

And so, now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of strength and ability to go 
and do things that I wish I had done but never did ! But, at least I know, that though I’m on the ' back nine', and I'm not sure how 
long it will last, this I know for sure, that when it's over on this earth . . . it's over. A new adventure will begin !  

 

Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done . . . things I should have done, but indeed, there are many things I'm hap-
py to have done. It's all in a lifetime.  

 

So, if you're not on the ' back nine' yet . . . let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. So, whatever you would like 
to accomplish in your life please do it quickly ! Don't put things off too long ! Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, as 
you can never be sure whether you’re on the ' back nine' or not ! You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your 
life . . . so, live for today and say all the things that you want your loved ones to remember, and hope that they appreciate and love 
you for all the things that you have done for them in all the years past !  

 

"Life" is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one.  

 

LIVE IT WELL !  
ENJOY TODAY !  
DO SOMETHING FUN !  
BE HAPPY !  
HAVE A GREAT DAY  
Remember, "It is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold and silver.  
 
LIVE HAPPY IN 2014 ……………….  LASTLY, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING:  
 
~Your kids are becoming you . . . but your grandchildren are perfect  
~Going out is good . . . Coming home is better !  
~You forget names . . . But it's OK because other people forgot they even knew you !  
~You realize you're never going to be really good at anything . . . especially golf  
~The things you used to care to do, you no longer care to do, but you really do care that you don't care to do them anymore !  
~You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV blaring than in bed. It's called "pre-sleep".  
~You miss the days when everything worked with just an "ON" and "OFF" switch..  
~You tend to use more 4 letter words . . . "what ?" . . . "when ?". . . ” ???  
~Now that you can afford expensive jewelry, it's not safe to wear it anywhere.  
~You notice everything they sell in stores is "sleeveless" !  
~What used to be freckles are now liver spots.  
~Everybody whispers.  
~You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet . . . 2 of which you will never wear.  

 

~~~But Old is good in some things ~~~ Old Songs, Old Movies, and best of all, OLD FRIENDS  

 

Stay well, "OLD FRIEND ! "  

 

It's Not What You Gather, But What You Scatter That Tells What Kind Of Life You Have Lived.  

TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU'VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU'LL EVER BE, SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE 
IT LASTS. 

(Received from numerous sources…) 

BOB’S BITS 
The Back Nine 
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TA-OY, Laos — Maj. Derrell Jeffords bounced his roaring 
Spooky 21 down and off the runway at Da Nang Air Base in Vi-
etnam. It was just before 7:30 a.m., on Christmas Eve 1965. The 
big camouflaged belly of his twin-prop AC-47 was easily visible 
against a blue sky as he banked west. 

The cargo plane-turned-gunship was on its way to Laos; its mis-
sion was top secret. 

Jeffords put the South China Sea at his back and the plane lum-
bered over a landscape mimicking the twists and folds of an un-
made bed. The flight plan showed that he and his five-member 
crew would be returning to base in under six hours. Back in time 
for a late lunch. 

But that was without complications, and this was the Vietnam 
War. 

Just over halfway through what had been up to that point an une-
ventful flight, at 10:56 a.m., two U.S. planes in the area picked up 
a UHF radio broadcast: 

“Mayday, Spooky 21. Mayday.” 

Then the plane disappeared, swallowed up in the dense green foliage of the Southeast Asian jungle. 

This is a story of that flight, and the nearly half-century it took to find and bring home its six crew members. Guid-
ing that effort through all those years was the pledge that those who go into battle make to each other: No matter 
what, we will come back for you. You will not be forgotten. 

You will not be left behind. 

It is also the story of how a six-hour combat mission at a time when America was ramping up its involvement in Vi-
etnam would test the limits of forensic science, and the faith and patience of the grieving sons, daughters, wives and 
parents of the six lost airmen. 

Besides Jeffords, a 40-year-old pilot from Florence, S.C., the Air Force crew was made up of the navigator, Maj. 
Joseph Christiano, 43, of Rochester, N.Y.; the co-pilot, 1st Lt. Dennis L. Eilers, 27, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and the 
weapons and ammo gang of Tech Sgt. William K. Colwell, 44, of Glen Cove, N.Y.; Staff Sgt. Arden K. Hassenger, 
32, of Lebanon, Ore.; and Tech Sgt. Larry C. Thornton, 33, of Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

Two months before, 2-year-old Jeffrey Christiano had clung to the frame of his family’s front door, crying, “Daddy 
don’t go!” as he watched his father walk away. 

As the crew members lifted off that morning, their families back home in the states were preparing for their first 
Christmas without them. They received the news that the plane had vanished that same day. Christmas Eve became 
one of the hardest days of the year. 

This was what those who began the search for Spooky 21 knew: It had been headed for the Ho Chi Minh Trail, and 
its crew had never been seen again. 

Case file 0222 notes that the initial actions included “extensive searches” in the immediate aftermath of the plane’s 
disappearance, near the “strike location and in a fifty-mile-wide corridor on the route from Da Nang.” But that brief 
description went on to state, “Subsequent search efforts were terminated on 26 December 1965.” 

There was a war on, after all. 

Spooky 21’s mission was covert but vital to the war. It was part of a secret combat operation known as Tiger 
Hound, a search-and-destroy mission aimed at the trail, a series of dirt and stone paths hidden in the Laotian jungle 
that served as an enemy supply line. It connected the communist North Vietnamese military with its allies in the 
Viet Cong insurgency hiding in the south. 

The winding, narrow, jungle-covered corridor through neighboring Laos enabled the fighters from the north to 
avoid the South Vietnamese army and its American allies digging in along the demilitarized zone 80 miles north of 
the airfield in Da Nang. But the trail, named for the North Vietnamese leader, was more like a network of capillaries 
than a set route. And it was keeping Vietnam from becoming a traditional war, fought along a single front. 

 

Sherrie Hassenger poses with a picture of her husband, Arden Hassen-
ger, in her home in Lebanon, Oregon, May 21, 2013. Arden was killed 
when his aircraft crashed in Laos while conducting operations in sup-
port of the Vietnam War. Hassenger says she's never really gotten over 
the loss of her love. ETHAN E. ROCKE — MCT 

VIETNAM VETERAN’S STORY 
SPOOKY 21  - PART 1  



42 

 

“Without the Ho Chi Minh Trail,” said military historian James Willbanks, “the war doesn’t go on.” 

Along the Ho Chi Minh Trail 

The morning it disappeared, Spooky 21 roared west toward Laos, passing peaks crowned by tall trees and valley 
floors cut by fast rivers, covered in rice paddies or choked with bamboo. Villagers moved up and down the knife-
sharp slopes with ease. But the heavy tree cover made it a hell of a place to find and fight an enemy. 

The plan was for the crew to find and destroy its target – a way station hidden beneath the thick foliage, typically 
home to ammunition depots and anti-aircraft batteries. They were expected back at Da Nang about 1:30 p.m. 

But on a clear morning, like that Christmas Eve day, gunners hidden beneath the jungle leaves could spot a big fat 
target like Spooky etched against the blue sky long before the crew could see them. 

Most Laotian villagers had fled the region to escape the war. But they weren’t the problem. It was the North Vietnam-
ese moving along the trail, and the Ho Chi Minh Trail had never been busier. 

By 1965, the U.S. military resolved to do something about it. Bomb one path and the North Vietnamese army’s 
Group 559 – a military team strung along the trail like a version of Pony Express way stations, and tasked with keep-
ing it open – simply redirected traffic several hundred yards over to a similarly primitive route while it patched up the 
first one. 

But the trail ran through Laos and Cambodia, and cutting it in half would have meant expanding the Vietnam War 
into a regional war. Closing it would have required an invading and occupying ground force, a prospect that had little 
appeal. 

The U.S. was stepping on the gas, however, as far as expanding its presence in South Vietnam. The 23,000 troops sta-
tioned there in 1964 had risen to 185,000 by the end of 1965, when Spooky 21 left Da Nang. The number would con-
tinue to climb until it peaked in 1968 at more than half a million. 

But as the number of American troops increased, so did Soviet and Chinese support for the North Vietnamese. The 
American air campaign wasn’t enough to stop the flow of weapons, ammo – even food – often stacked onto comical-
ly overloaded bikes or stuffed into baskets and lashed to donkeys, sometimes even to elephants.  

Desperate for a more accurate and lasting way than bombing to hit and continue hitting a target, the old workhorse C-
47 cargo plane had been outfitted with three electric miniguns, bolted to the floor and pointed out holes where win-
dows had been. 

After a year of tests, the plane was in its first month as a response to the increased activity on the trail. “Spooky” was 
its call signal, a homage to its ability to break Viet Cong night attacks on American bases. 

But among the enemy, its nickname was “Dragon.” Tracer rounds, especially at night, made it look like the propeller-
drive plane was spitting fire at the ground. 

Jeffords controlled the aim of Spooky’s guns from the pilot’s seat. In the plane’s belly, Hassenger helped make sure 
the ammo didn’t jam. The only blond in an otherwise brown-haired group of airmen, his was job simple: Once they 
started raining fire on the enemy, the fire didn’t stop. 

Hassenger had volunteered for the job because he thought it was the future. Also, his family could use the combat 
pay. His wife, Sherrie, said that her husband was a military man and made for his role. 

Still, like the rest of his crew, he was new to this war, and he hadn’t volunteered for an easy task. A three-second 
burst from Spooky could cover a football field-sized area with a bullet every couple of yards. The plane carried a lot 
of ammo, about 24,000 rounds. But if things got hairy, the guns could burn through that in less than three minutes. 

Beyond the challenge, however, was the danger. Spooky was fearsome in fight, but vulnerable. These early missions, 
like the Christmas Eve 1965 sortie over Laos, were part of the learning curve. 

Shortly after takeoff, Christiano – the runt of the crew at 5’6”, but stocky and packing as much weight onto his frame 
as his taller crewmates – got instructions to redirect to different target coordinates. The original destination had been 
a patch of jungle about 100 miles straight west. The new one was another patch about 23 miles south of that, still 
about 100 miles from Da Nang. 

Records indicate Spooky 21 turned west toward the target. Jeffords’ airborne chatter during the next couple of hours 
revealed nothing unusual. Everything appeared to be going according to plan. 

Then came the “mayday” call. 

VIETNAM VETERAN’S STORY 
SPOOKY 21  - PART 1 (cont 
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Wrestling with loss 

For years, only rumor surfaced about the plane or its crew. There were stories that the airmen were alive but captive. 
Some of the wives, not even certain if they were truly widows, quietly hoped their men had simply been captured, 
and had carved out new lives half a world away. Sherrie Hassenger figured her Arden would have been an asset in . 

Laos, teaching villagers the finer points of woodworking and furniture making. 

The U.S. military dutifully tracked down each rumor but could never substantiate any. Still, the resulting limbo was 
torture for the families. 

By 1982, when Christiano’s son, Jeffrey, was an 18-year-old senior wrestling for his high school team in Rochester, 
N.Y., the crew had all been declared dead. 

At that time, Jeffrey was hoping to get into the U.S. Air Force Academy, to follow in his father’s footsteps. In Febru-
ary of that year, on a date he had long ago circled on his calendar, he was focused on a wrestling match. Win it and 
he’d qualify for the state championships. He was good, and he had figured he’d be in a position to go for state. 

Just as the match started, he quickly glanced up at the stands, as he always did, hoping somehow his dad would be 
there. He knew it was impossible. Still. . . . 

His mom was in the stands, but she didn’t really get wrestling. 

The match didn’t go well. Jeffrey still thinks the referee awarded a few points to his opponent too easily. After he 
lost, his mother approached him in the hallway. 

“Did you win?” she asked, smiling. 

Jeffrey loved his mom, but he recalls thinking, “I could really use a dad today.” 

He thought about that a lot in those days. 

“Until they’re home" 

Finally, after years of little progress, a possible break came on Jan. 19, 1993. 

A joint U.S.-Lao People’s Democratic Republic team went to a village in Xekong Province, near their target site, 
spoke to villagers about Spooky 21 and surveyed the ground. Still, the result was the same: no information, no wreck-
ageA local village chief also stirred optimism at one point during a search for a different missing crew when he said 
that a two-propeller plane had gone down five to eight kilometers away, close to the Spooky 21 target area. But a sub-
sequent search found nothing. 

Case file 0222 recounts the fruitless chases. It was tucked away in a cabinet at Hawaii’s Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam in the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command. Its motto: “Until they’re home.” Like tens of thousands of 
other files, it outlines how the military hunts down the remains of missing troops. It also included records of the post-
disappearance promotions of the crew members, as well as correspondence with surviving family members, like the 
letters from wives who disagreed with the ruling that their husbands were dead. 

Then on Jan. 13, 1995, three decades after the crew disappeared, a Laotian identified only as “Mr. Thongkhoun” in 
Savannakhet Province, about 70 miles northwest of the previous search, spoke to a different investigating team. 

He said that he’d seen a large propeller plane in December 1965 or January 1966 flying low, with heavy smoke pour-
ing out. It hit a large tree and spun into a rice field. 

Mr. Thongkhoun didn’t see any parachutes or other aircraft in the area, nor did he hear anyone mention a surviving 
pilot or crew. But he hadn’t actually poked around where the plane had hit until 10 years later. 

His account put Spooky 21 far off course, outside what was thought to be the likely search area. But by expanding the 
area, records showed that three planes, including Spooky 21, had possibly crashed in that region of Laos, and two had 
been accounted for. 

Mr. Thongkhoun sounded sure of the story. And the plane he described sounded like an AC-47. 

The team began to wonder: Could this finally be Spooky 21? 

This is Part One of a three-part series on the search for Spooky 21, an AC-47 gunship that disappeared with its six-man crew while on a se-
cret mission over Laos during the Vietnam War. Reporter Matthew Schofield, who covers defense issues, spent months looking into the story 
behind the missing plane. He spoke with family members and military officials, and studied records and official histories, as well as traveling 
to Laos to see how searches were conducted. 

VIETNAM VETERAN’S STORY 
SPOOKY 21  - PART 1 (cont 
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TA-OY, Laos — In military lingo, the location of the lost crew of Spooky 21 was a classic SWAG:  Scientific Wild 
Ass Guess. 

That’s the term investigators use for figuring out something as unpredictable as where a plane should have crashed 
when it got shot out of the sky. 

Guesswork, backed up by some old data, was pretty much all the military had to go on for years in the hunt for the 
cargo plane-turned-gunship and its crew of six that disappeared over Laos during a Christmas Eve combat mission 
in 1965. 

It wasn’t until 1995, decades after the Vietnam War had ended, that a military team scouring a rice paddy in south-
eastern Laos found a small amount of wreckage that could have been from the plane. But the crash site was more 
than 70 miles from where they’d expected to find it. 

The Air Force crew that had manned Spooky 21 had long ago been declared dead. But there never had been any-
thing definitive. Without some evidence of the plane or the missing airmen, their families would continue to seesaw 
between faint hope and heartbreak. 

The imprecision of the search made anything definitive a tough mission. In 1999, after several visits to the rice pad-
dy, search teams felt confident enough to call for a full excavation of a site the size of three football fields. Because 
of red tape, weather and other delays, they didn’t start digging for two more years. Eventually they excavated the 
rice paddy four times between 2001 and 2011. 

Guiding their work was a sacred military trust and the motto of the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command, known 
as JPAC, to not stop looking for troops lost on the battlefield “until they are home.” 

In the case of Spooky 21, that meant pursuing the fates of men who’d been missing so long they’d now been pro-
moted: Col. Derrell Jeffords, pilot, 40, of Florence, S.C.; Col. Joseph Christiano, navigator, 43, of Rochester, N.Y.; 
Lt. Col. Dennis L. Eilers, co-pilot, 27, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and Chief Master Sgts. William K. Colwell, 44, of 
Glen Cove, N.Y.; Arden K. Hassenger, 32, of Lebanon, Ore.; and Larry C. Thornton, 33, of Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

Such searches were commonplace in Laos. More than 330 U.S. troops disappeared there during the Vietnam War. 
In its dense jungles and steep hills, even finding a site worth searching was difficult. 

In the beginning, the hunt for Spooky 21 relied on villagers who recalled that a large two-propeller plane had 
crashed in the rice paddy sometime around late 1965. No wreckage was visible, and while telltale evidence doesn’t 
get up and walk away, the team knew that it can be carried away, piece by piece.  

 

Desperately poor villagers scavenge aircraft wreckage. The metal sheeting becomes a new roof. Beams frame door-
ways, or are used to lift a hut above the flood zone. Wiring is used to tie walls together. Old bombs are hollowed out 
and used as water basins. 

But Gregory Berg, a forensic anthropologist with JPAC out of its Hawaii base, said, “Something is always left be-
hind.” 

Sherrie Hassenger met her husband in 1954 back in Lebanon, Ore. She was 17 and more than a little nervous when 
her brother-in-law gave her phone number to his friend, Arden Hassenger. 

He was older, and home on leave from the Air Force. She was still in high school. When he called, he reinforced her 
fears: His easy, friendly manner meant forward and eager. She knew what boys like that wanted.  

But as she tried to figure a way to end the phone call, he cheerfully said, “Why are we talking on the phone? I want 
to see you.” 

“You can’t. I just washed my hair.” 

“Oh, I don’t mind a little wet hair.” 

So before he showed up, Sherrie stuck her head under a faucet. 

“I can’t have him thinking I’m a liar,” she recalls thinking. 

During the next 11 years, they’d marry and have two boys and a girl. She’d move with him to Topeka, Kan., where 
he’d be trained as a gunner for this new style of warfare they were trying out with the old C-47 cargo plane. She fol-
lowed him down to Florida just months before he left for Vietnam late in 1965. 
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Digging for closure 

Sherrie had never remarried. She spent those years waiting for him to return. Sadness was a frequent companion. But 
she still could smile, remembering how their romance began with wet hair. 

He had been missing for 34 years in 1999 when the military thought it had finally identified the crash site of his 
plane. 

JPAC case file number 0222 documents what had been done during all that time to find Hassenger and his five  

crewmates. It was kept at the Central Identification Laboratory in Oahu, Hawaii, at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 
The file was just one among many tracking efforts to find more than 82,000 Americans missing in action. Almost all 
served in the U.S. military. 

Most were service members lost at sea, who won’t ever be found. But of the 73,000 still missing from World War II, 
the 8,000 from the Korean War and the 1,700 from Vietnam, about a quarter are thought to be recoverable. 

Searches continue along Cypriot shorelines, and in French fields and Korean meadows. The obstacles include every-
thing from the difficulties of tracking anyone who falls in combat to the delicate nature of international politics. 
When relations with North Korea sour – and the Hermit Kingdom is thought to be where more than 4,500 U.S. troops 
remain unaccounted for – recovery efforts cease. 

The last search for Spooky was two years ago, but JPAC officials said they all usually follow a set pattern. They 
agreed to allow McClatchy to accompany a search team involved in an entirely separate investigation, but in an area 
of Laos near where the hunt for Spooky 21 took place. 

“Digs are more similar than they are different,” said Army Capt. Jessie Lee, who served as the search team leader on 
this excavation. 

This case involves a Marine who died in 1970 during the Vietnam War when a helicopter landed hard and exploded 
into flames. It happened about 25 minutes by air from what is now the base camp that U.S. forces share with the Lao-
tian military. 

It’s a morning in early November 2012. The jungle mist burns off slowly. Lee and his 10-member team clamber onto 
a Lao Air MI-17 helicopter warming up for flight at the base camp deep in the mountains. 

The troops are unarmed and wearing civilian clothes, a concession to the Lao government, which gets uneasy with the 
idea of American military personnel openly moving about inside the country. The conditions are spartan: crisp canvas 
tents on cement slabs, male and female latrines and showers, and a laundry room. 

Lee knows these searches are vitally important. No one in the military can accept the idea of leaving someone behind. 
He also sees it as part of a pact with troops in years to come, should they need to look for him. 

But the searches can be tedious. Lee says his role is to keep his people alert and focused, and the best way is to be 
enthusiastic from the moment he wakes until he drifts off to sleep. It is in those quiet moments, though, in the dark, 
when he often wonders if those who vanish here in this isolated world, like the crew of Spooky 21, die afraid that 
loved ones would never truly know their fate. 

He knows that slapping backs and telling jokes, trying to get spirits high for the hours of painstaking labor to come, 
matter. The slow pace of progress can eat away at your zeal for the work. 

When the chopper finally swings over the excavation site on a steep hillside, then lands in the only secure bit of clear-
ing, it’s next to a remote bamboo and thatched hut village. The site is across a deep and swift river. When the search-
ers first arrived, the only route across was three strands of bamboo the villagers had suspended by vines from a tree. 

The angular Lee notes that he might have made it across the old bridge, but the brawnier members of his team would 
have had trouble, especially carrying the heavy digging tools and coolers of water in the 90-degree heat and swampy 
humidity. 

Their first task was to build a simple bridge, and then they cut a path through a thicket of bamboo and dug 237 steps 
into the steep hillside, reinforcing each step with a sand tube. 

The terrain held perils. The wreckage was hidden by more high bamboo. In its shadows lurked poisonous snakes, 
bees and jungle leeches. Across the valley on an opposing hillside, villagers spotted a tiger. 
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“Everything is about getting closer to our guy” 

Forensic anthropologist Nick Passalacqua has flown from Hawaii to oversee the actual digging.  He’s fairly new to 
JPAC, but not searching for lost people.  It’s the focus of his year-old doctorate from Michigan State University, and 
he’s been involved in more than 75 human forensics cases. 

“Finding the wreckage is important,” he says. “That doesn’t necessarily mean we’re looking in the right place for the 
body. But if we find life-support equipment, that means we’re getting closer. Everything is about getting closer to our 
guy.” 

But decades later, flesh and muscle will be long gone. The wind, rain and animals will likely have cleaned and broken 
bones into shards, and often have moved them elsewhere. The hope is some survival equipment will have moved with 
any remains. The searchers can never have enough clues. 

The team runs a metal detector over the cleared hillside, marking each hit with a red plastic flag. Clicks reveal any-
thing from a wedding ring to bombs and bullets. Each hit is checked out by an explosives expert. 

Passalacqua studies the pattern of the wreckage on the hillside because it can possibly tell him something about how 
the chopper crashed and if it moved afterward. He’s satisfied that in this case, the chopper hasn’t moved much. 

He divides the ground into a grid and calls for the dig to start on what he deems the most likely resting place for the 
lost Marine – a patch of ground between the chopper’s rotors and carriage. 

But before the digging can begin, Petty Officer Elizabeth Mongkhonvilay, 24, from Emporia, Kan., talks with the vil-
lagers to make sure they’re at ease with what’s going on. 

They have been recruited by their communist central government and the village chief, but they insist on a short spir-
itual ceremony before the digging for human remains begins. 

“We’re looking for bones, and bones that have been at home here for a long time,” she explains. “Before they could 
touch a screen, or a shovel, they had to make peace with the dead.” 

The dig is painstaking. Each shovel scrapes less than an inch deeper than the last, as dozens of black buckets are 
slowly filled with the dirt. Eventually, they’ll dig down about a foot. The villagers form a bucket line and rush the dirt 
uphill and over to a series of screens to filter out anything out of the ordinary and possibly important. 

Passalacqua looks over what the screens are catching: sticks, rocks, a few bullet casings. But there are a few scraps of 
fabric that could have come from a survival vest, or might simply be long decayed debris from inside the chopper. 

He reaches into a screen and picks out a small piece to study. Hard to tell if it’s rock, wood or even bone. 

“It won’t likely be large pieces,” he says of the search for bones. “Sometimes you get lucky, and a body is buried by 
villagers and you find an entire skeleton. But these men died in a war, and often far from anyone.” 

What Passalacqua decides is worth a closer examination will be shipped back to Hawaii. On a day when the contents 
of hundreds of buckets are screened, the material worth further review would barely fill one. 

“It’s not fast,” Passalacqua explains. “We have to stay focused.” 

“Not fast” is an apt description of the hunt for Spooky 21. 

On June 13, 2011, what the Spooky search team uncovered in Laos, in a dig similar to the search for the Marine who 
died in the helicopter fire, arrived at the lab in Hawaii, and the question on the fate of the six crewmen became sim-
ple: 

After 46 years missing, 16 years of searching the site and a decade of digging, had JPAC teams found enough to offi-
cially bring the crew home? 

Searching for Spooky 21 

This is Part Two of a three-part series on the search for Spooky 21, an AC-47 gunship that disappeared with its six-
man crew while on a secret mission over Laos during the Vietnam War. Reporter Matthew Schofield, who covers de-
fense issues, spent months looking into the story behind the missing plane. He spoke with family members and mili-
tary officials, and studied records and official histories, as well as traveling to Laos to see how searches were con-
ducted. 
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ARLINGTON, Va. — Nearly half a century passed before the suspected remains of six airmen made the journey 
from a rice paddy in southeastern Laos to a forensics lab near Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. 

But once those remains arrived, the experts preparing to study and identify them knew that at best the men were on-
ly halfway home. 

Getting them all the way would be the challenge. 

The crew had vanished Christmas Eve 1965, when their American cargo plane-turned-gunship, call sign Spooky 21, 
had apparently been shot from the sky during a mission over the Ho Chi Minh Trail. It took searchers decades to 
find what they believed to be wreckage from the plane. 

And after another decade of excavations in a rice paddy tucked between steep Laotian hillsides, recovery teams had 
come away with a small amount of debris that they hoped were bones. But even if they were, they had no way of 
knowing if the bones belonged to the crewmembers, or even if they were human. 

And what they found wasn’t much. 

Take two hands, cup them together, and then fill them with dry, blackened chips and slivers of material. That’s what 
investigators had left to study after the lab run by the military’s Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command sifted 
through the debris and figured out that some of it was just rock and wood. 

Only one piece in that small pile of material looked vaguely human – a single, broken tooth. 

Forensic anthropologist Robert Maves was running the investigation of the materials once they arrived in Hawaii. 
Maves, 52, is a serious  

man. At JPAC for 18 years, he speaks about reuniting missing service members with their families as a moral obli-
gation. 

Frequently when remains arrive, lab workers have more to go on than what the suspected Spooky 21 evidence of-
fered. A full skeleton might be rare; entire bones are not. 

But this was not a Hollywood-style forensic cop show where the mystery is solved inside an hour, between com-
mercials. To the casual eye, a handful of bone chips wouldn’t even look like bone chips, especially if they’d been in 
a fire and were discolored. 

The first chore was to identify what they might be. While not ideal, bone chips have helped to identify other lost 
service members. Even small ones have meaning. 

Maves’ team determined that these were, indeed, bone chips. They were identified as “post-cranial”; they came 
from the back of a skull. It was a small victory because they could move onto the second stage of the investigation: 

Whose skull? 

“It was time to check to see if we could pull DNA,” Maves recalls. 

The crew on Spooky 21’s flight had been promoted, several times, since it vanished 48 years ago. By the time it 
reached Arlington, that crew consisted of Col. Derrell Jeffords, pilot, 40, of Florence, S.C.; Col. Joseph Christiano, 
navigator, 43, of Rochester, N.Y.; Lt. Col. Dennis L. Eilers, co-pilot, 27, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and Chief Master 
Sgts. William K. Colwell, 44, of Glen Cove, N.Y.; Arden K. Hassenger, 32, of Lebanon, Ore.; and Larry C. 
Thornton, 33, of Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

The military had been looking for the crew from Spooky 21 ever since it disappeared. Jeffrey Christiano had been 
waiting his entire life. 

Now 49, but only 2 when his father left for South Vietnam, he’d chased his father’s ghost throughout his childhood. 
He married at age 22, seeking what he’d longed for since his father vanished, but it didn’t last. 

“I just wanted to be intact,” he said. “I’d felt a hole in my childhood. I kept trying, and failing, to fill it. I just really 
wanted my dad.” 

Knowing there were many relatives with similar tales, Maves never let himself forget just how high the stakes were. 

Climbing the spiral staircase 

Spooky 21 vanished two decades before the first DNA “fingerprinting.” By the time the remains arrived in Hawaii, 
DNA testing had become a routine identification tool. But when the crew disappeared, the entire concept had all 
been so new. It had only been a 12 years since James Watson and Francis Crick told the world what DNA looked 
like; essentially, a spiral staircase. 

 

VIETNAM VETERAN’S STORY 
SPOOKY 21  - Part 3   



48 

 

In scientific terms, DNA – deoxyribonucleic acid – is a double helix: tightly coiled, 2-meter-long strands commonly  

known as the building blocks of life. They carry 3 billion pairs of molecules known as nucleotides and are considered 
99.9 percent similar among all humans. Using DNA to identify an individual requires focusing on the 0.1 percent of 
difference. 

The surest identification is made when separate samples of a person’s DNA are compared with each other. But the 
military didn’t have DNA samples of the Spooky 21 crew. The next best thing is to test the DNA of a person’s chil-
dren, as they have the greatest genetic chance of carrying the same traits. 

Maves’ team arranged for the necessary cheek swabs as it prepared to try to extract DNA from the bone chips. But a 
big obstacle loomed. 

“The report from the field was that the plane was smoking as it fell to earth,” Maves said. “And we could see the 
chips had been subjected to flames. The evidence of fire was troubling.” 

DNA doesn’t normally survive heat more intense than 600 degrees. As the lab tried to recover DNA from the chips, 
“we estimated the fire to have burned at more than 1,000 degrees,” Maves said. 

Still, they had to pursue every option. But it turned out to be fruitless. 

The official entry in the Spooky 21 case file stated: “No DNA possible due to size and conditions.” 

Without DNA, the JPAC identification team was down to one final shot at identifying at least one crew member: the 
broken tooth. 

Nothing from Spooky 21, it seemed, had survived intact. The roots of the tooth, unique enough to help in identifica-
tion by themselves, were missing. Some bow, some splay, and most are different sizes. 

Investigators did have the crown, however, the top of a “left maxillary first molar,” from the upper left side of 
someone’s mouth. It’s the first one, and crowns, like roots, can be equally unique and aid in identifications. The top 
of a tooth is like a landscape, with distinct ridges, peaks and valleys; not unlike the landscape that had swallowed up 
Spooky 21. 

Maves had the dental X-rays for each member of the crew. But his job suddenly became easier when he realized that 
he didn’t have to bother comparing the records for five of them, because one crew member was missing his first left 
upper molar and four others had fillings in theirs. 

Only one showed an intact left upper first molar: Hassenger. 

The next step was obvious. They needed to make an X-ray of the broken tooth to try to match it against the exact an-
gles of the molar in Hassenger’s dental records. 

On Sept. 22, 2011, they compared them. The match was perfect, in the way that any two maps of the same piece of 
geography would match.  And that was it. 

After 46 years of loss and searching, this was success. Hassenger, at least, had finally come home.   

The identification team then noted that because Spooky 21 had been identified, “both by type of plane and location” – 
meaning all other AC-47s that had been in that part of Laos had been accounted for – and with Hassenger’s identifi-
cation through dental records, case file 0222 could finally be closed. 

Case closed 

“The available evidence suggests that Col. Derrell Jeffords and his five member crew died on 24 December, 1965 
when their AC-47 gunship crashed in Savannakhet Province, Laos,” military records state. 

But there was one important task still to complete before the U.S. military had truly brought the Spooky 21 crew 
home. 

The morning of July 9, 2012, is overcast. 

The white headstones in Arlington National Cemetery seem to march off into the mist in every direction from plot 
number 10047. This will be one of 24 burials on this summer’s day at the national military cemetery. The plot, seven 
feet by three feet, has been dug eight feet deep. 

About 168 square feet of dirt have been removed to make room for the remains of six men, which will share a single 
silver casket. What was found two years ago, almost half a century after they had vanished, would barely fill a coffee 
mug. 
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The caisson crests the hill near the gravesite in a light rain, as the Air Force Band plays “Going Home,” a piece 
based on Antonin Dvorak’s New World Symphony. Six airmen walk besides the casket; behind them, 18 family 
members: two wives, 15 children and one niece. They will receive American flags, folded into tight triangles. 

The morning is muggy, the burial a little late in starting. It proceeds as military funerals do, an enduring ritual, com-
forting in its precision, tragic in its reason. Family and others pour across the soggy grass toward the casket. 

Sherrie Hassenger, who never remarried, never stopped believing that her husband would return home. On this 
morning, she welcomed him back. In the casket was a single tooth from her husband. She’d always hoped he’d sur-
vived, and might return intact. But she admits it was time to finally say goodbye. 

Just as on the day they met, her hair gets a little wet, this time, though, from the light rain, not her faucet. 

Jeanne Jeffords, wife of Derrell Jeffords, would later sum up her feelings in a note to friends: “Those 6 wonderful 
men are no longer MIA (missing in action), they are finally home.” 

Even now, Jeffrey Christiano says that Christmas Eve, the date his father and the others disappeared so long ago, 
remains a tough but vital time. His mom always made an extra effort to make sure the kids didn’t dwell in sorrow 
on what for many is the happiest night of the year. He thinks that effort drew his family even tighter. 

Now he and his siblings keep that same spirit alive. 

Christiano also says that he learned something at the burial that he hadn’t expected. 

“My earliest memory of my father is clinging to the door frame and shouting, ‘Daddy don’t go!’ as he deployed to 
Vietnam,” Christiano says. “But really, I don’t know if those are my memories, or the way my mind interprets what 
I’ve been told time and again by others about how I reacted as he left that day. 

“See, the thing is, my brothers and sisters, they were older. They knew my dad. They knew what he smelled like, 
what he looked like. They knew what made him smile and what made him angry. They knew him. I didn’t, or at 
least I don’t remember knowing him. So people ask me if the burial was finally closure for me, if it helped me put 
an end to the story of me and my dad. 

“But that’s not it. July 9, 2012, was the day we finally met, really. It wasn’t closure. After 47 years, it was the begin-
ning of my story with my dad.” 

 
About the series: This is Part Three of a three-part series on the search for Spooky 21, an AC-47 gunship that dis-
appeared with its six-man crew while on a secret mission over Laos during the Vietnam War. Reporter Matthew 
Schofield, who covers defense issues, spent months looking into the story behind the missing plane. He spoke with 
family members and military officials, and studied records and official histories, as well as traveling to Laos to see 
how searches were conducted. 

 
Casket (below):  The remains of six airmen shot down over Laos are interred in a single casket. The men were lost 
December 24, 1965, and their remains were finally recovered in 2010 and 2011. They were buried with full military 
honors at Arlington. ANDR&EACUTE; CHUNG — MCT 
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Vietnam Veterans Memorial on Sargents Mesa 
LOCATION: 
Cycle ride from Tomichi Creek off of Highway 50 near Gunnison, CO 
up to the Continental Divide, where we found this war memorial 
tucked away in seclusion. You won't find it on any maps....the story is 
that a Vietnam Vet somehow used a chopper to sneak the pieces in. If 
anyone knows the true story, I'd love to hear it." Some additional info 
can be found at http://neighbors.denverpost.com/album_pic.php?
pic_id=17636 -  
The story goes that a Vietnam veteran or veterans used a helicopter to 
bring in the materials to build a veterans memorial deep in the woods 
off of Highway 50 near Gunnison, Colorado, along the Continental 
Divide. 
“You won’t find it on any maps,” a blogger called Gemini Journey 
wrote in an online post  that includes a good video look at the memo-
rial. “An old local at the Tomichi Trading Post said the Park Rangers 
keep it off maps. ”  Copy and paste this web address for the video to 
view:  

 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=axhZ0Tx2L4U&feature=youtube_gdata_player 

ODDS & ENDS 
Little Known Memorials  

SAC Memorial at the National Museum of the Air Force - the memorial is now in the garden outside the National Museum at 
Wright Patterson AFB. It was dedicated at the SAC Reunion in May 2008. A DVD of the ceremony is available at our Donations 
and store page.  http://www.afmissileers.org/preserve.html 
 
Cold War Victor’s Monument—”The cold war didn’t just end ...it was won”.  This 10 foot monument is located not on the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C. but rather in an Air Force memorial garden outside Dayton, Ohio and was privately funded by Veterans 
of the Strategic Air Command.  It seems to be the only Cold War victory monument in the country.  (Air Force photo) 
(The words are out of focus and unreadable that are inscribed on the monument so the test is superimposed with it by SB editor) 

IN JUNE 1992, THE STRONGEST, MOST PROFESSIONAL 
MILITARY ORGANIZATION THE WORLD HAS EVER 
KNOWN FURLED IT’S BANNER AND BID FAREWELL  
TO A GRATEFUL NATION WHOSE FREEDOM IT HAD 

SAFEGUARDED FOR NEARLY HALF A CENTURY. 
THE SPIRIT, SACRAFICES AND DEDICATION OF THE 

STRATEAGIC AIR COMMAND ENDURES IN THE 
HEARTS 

AND MINDS OF THOSE WHO SERVED.  WE ARE…. 

“VICTORS IN THE COLD WAR” 
(WORDS ON THE MONUMENT ) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axhZ0Tx2L4U&feature=youtube_gdata_player
http://www.afmissileers.org/preserve.html
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Soldiers, Detail, a bronze sculpture that is the only authorized “detail,” or partial sculpture, created from the original molds used 
for the Three Servicemen Statue by Frederick Hart (1943-1999) in Washington, D.C., was dedicated at the Veterans Memorial 
Plaza in Apalachicola, Fla., on July 12 , 2008at 10:30 a.m. Lindy Hart, wife of the sculptor, attended the ceremony. 
 
The Three Soldiers, Detail statue was unveiled and dedicated July 12, 2008 as an unending expression of our gratitude to the liv-
ing, fallen, and missing veterans of the Vietnam War and all of our nation's wars. 
 

ODDS & ENDS 
Little Known Memorials  

INTERESTING WEBSITES 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1473616645/the-p-61-black-widow-restoration-project?ref=footer  P-61 restoration site 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=LemllfcAY8A&sns=em  Returning POWs WH President’s party  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxbEd-5GHPk&feature=youtu.be  General Zinni comments on Vietnam – definitely worth watching 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=fY13AZq3Ed0  An amazing dedication to the memory of lost veterans… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=C6f_FvZpm3g  A true story about 19 marines killed on a Pacific island during WWII 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egfRC1VEfRA  100 years of Military Aviation  in  San Antonio 

http://www.military.com/video/operations-and-strategy/vietnam-war/vietnam-memorial-on-remote-trail/2805626  Remote Vietnam memorial 
in Colorado 

http://gemjourn.blogspot.com/2013/10/there-is-little-known-secret-tucked.html  Longer story on remote Vietnam Memorial 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehwvZXVKmPU  Columbine II restoration request 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_One  History of Air Force 1 Aircraft 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/Shield_Strategic_Air_Command.png  - Hi Res image of SAC Shield 

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/14612034/1940%3BsBB/1940%3BsBB.swf  - Sights and sounds of the 40s 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_displayed_Boeing_B-52_Stratofortress  -  Listing of B-52s on public display  -  good history data 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1473616645/the-p-61-black-widow-restoration-project?ref=footer
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=LemllfcAY8A&sns=em
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxbEd-5GHPk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=fY13AZq3Ed0
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=C6f_FvZpm3g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egfRC1VEfRA
http://www.military.com/video/operations-and-strategy/vietnam-war/vietnam-memorial-on-remote-trail/2805626
http://gemjourn.blogspot.com/2013/10/there-is-little-known-secret-tucked.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehwvZXVKmPU
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_One
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/Shield_Strategic_Air_Command.png
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/14612034/1940%3bsBB/1940%3bsBB.swf
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‘LEST WE FORGET— WWII STORY 

Note:  Will belonged to the 338th Sqdn– 96th BM GP.  
Only survivor of his crew .  He was a ball turret gunner. 
Story submitted by his wife, Ilean D. Dennis along with 
his obituary which is in the Final Fly-By in this issue. 

BOB’S BITS 
Gunner Miscellaneous 

Keith Newman’s 
license plate 

Dave Austin’s 
license plate 

Lance Walk’s 
license plate 
  

Gary Abbott’s 
license plate 
’s  

Pete Karjanis’  
license plate 

Stephen Gate’s Bike 
license plate 
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WWII VETERAN’S ARTICLE 
A SON’S TRIBUTE 

 

hello  bob, i spoke with  you last  year and was wanting know if you 
reiceved  my letter sometime last year.  it   was just   a couple of pictures a 
small article.  it was not   much  info   compared to all the stories in  your 
newsletter. my dad  was a nose gunner and a sperryball gunner back in 
italy.  i wrote a small article on him and surprising wound up on  google. his 
name was james timmerman,  it is the black and white picture of him. i am 
still interested in  attending your reunion in Reno and would be interested 
in   showing a display on   him.  i really apppreciate the articles in the 
newsletters.  i wish i would have known more about your organization been 
paying better attention when i was younger.   david 
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WWII VETERAN’S STORY 
TOMMY HOLLAND - B-17 Tail Gunner 

The following story was submitted by David Loguda, AFGA member,  who found it in the Experimental Aircraft 
Association magazine (November 2013 edition) – a Sport Aviation magazine at his barber shop while waiting for a 
hair cut.  He thought it interesting and worth while to send in.  The overall story was about Tommy Holland and the 
RV-6A airplane he built at his home in Lockhart, TX and then flies.  Included in the story is the following account of 
his WWII experiences – story written by Lauran Paine Jr.:   

       When Tommy was drafted to serve in World War II, his draft notice was handed to him while he was at work. 
Thus, like so many young men did in those days, he went off to serve. 

    Tommy went to basic training in Keesler, Mississippi. He wanted to be a pilot, but he was classified as "limited 
duty" due to an arm burn he received when he was 5 years old. He served in various capacities in that status until 
he was reclassified and sent to gunnery school, then mechanic school, then aviation cadets in Alabama, where he 
received 10 hours of flight training in the L-3B.  

     Along the way, Tommy accumulated the three stripes of a sergeant. Then, with changes happening fast at that 
stage of the war, he was abruptly sent to Hunter Army Air Field. He was assigned to a crew, and they picked up a 
brand new B-17 and flew it to Europe. Tommy was the tail gunner.  

     In Europe, the crew figured they'd get to keep the new B-17. They were wrong. They were instead assigned a 
"more seasoned" B-17, tail No. 44-6027. They flew their first mission on June 28, 1944; it was successful. Their 
second mission, on June 29,1944, was not. Right after "bombs away," the No.2 engine took a direct hit from flak 
and separated from the airplane, which began to disintegrate shortly thereafter. The pilot, 1st Lt. Bill Hoyer, said, 
"Let's get the hell outta here!" 

     "Those were the last words he ever spoke," Tommy said. Tommy kicked open the door of the tail gunner com-
partment and bailed out. His airplane was now an inferno above him. The bombardier, 2nd Lt. Charles Pearson, 
also managed to bailout. The rest of the crew perished in the explosion. 

   Tommy landed in a German field and found himself surrounded by a German soldier and what appeared to be 
farmers, one of whom was waving a scythe. Tommy reasoned that he'd rather get shot than sliced up. Such are the 
thoughts that go through one's mind during such times. 

    Neither happened. He and his bombardier were taken prisoner, interrogated, and then shipped by train to prison 
camp in what was called a "40 and eight" car. It was designed to hold eight horses or 40 men. The Germans put 80 
prisoners in the car. "At various times, you were either at the top or the bottom of the pile,"  Tommy said.  

     As the war situation in Germany was deteriorating, the Germans began moving the prisoners, most often from 
barn to barn. Tommy spent one cold winter night in an open field-Valentine's Day 1945. "That wasn't very pleasant," 
he said.  

     Some of his handlers spoke English. Prisoners were always trying to pick up bits and pieces of information and 
rumors, and from what they heard, they reasoned that the Russians were nearing. One night the prisoners could 
hear tanks. The German guards were nervous; they must have known that they were not German tanks. At day-
break, the prisoners noticed that all the guards were gone! The tanks turned out to be British, and Tommy and his 
fellow prisoners were liberated.  

     Tommy came home to Lockhart and, like most WWII veterans, went back to work rebuilding his life, family, and 
country, fully appreciating what living in America means. Now 91years old, Tommy lost his wife of 60 years six 
years ago, saying, "Opal's the only girl I ever trusted."   He often meets with his two kids, whom he cares for deeply. 
And he hangs out at his lawn mower repair shop, the one with a picture of a B-17 taped to the file cabinet next to 
his cluttered but happy desk.  He's a fixture at the Lockhart airport (50R) with his hangar buddies and their band of 
airplanes.  

    Tommy Holland is ever the gentleman: humble, honest, kind, patriotic, hard- working, and charming. He's a shin-
ing  example of his generation, and for us all.  

     Of note, the date of the 29th is prominent in his life. He was born on January 29,1922. His first solo was on the 
29th. He was shot down on the 29th. And his first flight in his RV-6A-was on the 29

th
.  

     Tommy doesn't dwell on his war experiences; he dwells on living a fruitful life. But, if you look and listen careful-
ly, you'll notice that he honors and has never forgotten those with whom he served. High on the tail of his airplane is 
a "K," the military designation for the 447th Bomb Group. He displays the symbol proudly wherever he goes in his 
RV-6A, the one built by the hands of a hero. Tommy hasn't forgotten; neither should we. EAA 

Lauran Paine Jr,; EAA 582274, is a retired military pilot  and retired airline pilot. He built and flies an RV-8 and has owned a Stearman 
and a Champ. Learn more about Lauran at his website, www.ThunderBumper.com.  

http://www.thunderbumper.com./
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NAME: _______________________________________________                RANK: ____________ 
 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY: ________________________________________________________   STATE:  ____________ 
 
HOME PHONE: ( _____)__________________   TODAY’S DATE: ______________  DOB: ___________ 
 
WIFE’S FIRST NAME:  ______________________ 
 
I WAS A GUNNER ON: B__________ B________ B________ B_________   
ARE YOU A NEW MEMBER?  YES ____    NO____      IF “NO” - CARD #:______________ 
 

ENCLOSED ARE MY DUES (CIRCLE ONE):    LIFE: $100.00     ANNUAL: $15.00 
 

SHORT BURSTS SUBSCRIPTION (SUBSCRIPTION REQUIRED TO RECEIVE HARD COPY):  
             ANNUAL $15:________    3 YEARS $45:_______ 
 

E-mail address:  ____________________________________   

 

MAIL TO: CHUCK DEAN, 473 McMAHAN RD, PIEDMONT, SC 29673-9596 

PHONE: (864) 947-4613 
 

AFGA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Art work by Bob Dick Jr (B-52 gunner) — check it out on B-52 Gunner’s Face Book or on his website:  

WWW.CREWDAWGCREATIONS.COM     Contributed by Rick Swain 

BOB’S BITS 
Gunner Miscellaneous 
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AFGA EXCHANGE OFFICER - NEIL RICHARDS 

FROM THE EXCHANGE OFFICER (Neil Richards) BXOfficer@gunners.net 

 

Quarterly sales for the period Jan - Mar 2014 were $735.99, expenses were $155.40. $470 worth of 
inventory were purchased this period. 

 

The following new item has been added to the inventory, which are now stocked by the BX. 

 

A new reproduction of a 80’s - 90’s style B-52 Gunner baseball cap has been ordered for sale in the 
BX. It is white mesh with blue bill and has a white front panel with the Bulldog shield flanked on 

both sides with vertical red stripes and B-52/Gunner in red letters on a white background in each stripe. These caps 
are priced at $16.00 Shipping (for up to three hats) is $6.50 Priority Mail. 

 

The BX is continuing a clearance sale of slow-selling items. 

 

Snap front navy AFGA windbreaker jackets, 2X and 3X Only - reduced from $26 to $12 
Pullover, V-neck navy AFGA wind shirt, XL Only - reduced from $30 to $15 
White AFGA Golf Shirt, S,M, L - reduced from $27 to $12 
Royal Blue AFGA Golf Shirt, M Only - reduced from $27 to $15 
White AFGA Sweatshirt, S, M, L, XL, XXL - reduced from $26 to $20 
White Baseball Cap, Camouflaged B-52 - Reduced from $13 to $9 

 

Finally, we have two white and two light blue AFGA size small irregular AFGA golf shirts. 
Irregularity is AFGA letters embroidered too close to wings. Sale price $9 each, Perfect 
size for ladies. 

 

We are getting quotes on requested large embroidered gunners patches (C’est La Vie), approximately 8-1/2” x 11” 
that can be sewn onto backs of jackets, vests, etc. We anticipate the cost to members for this patch to be approxi-
mately $50.00. 

 

We are running out of stock of replica gunners wings, both standard size and miniature lapel varieties. None of our 
past vendors are currently carrying these items, The AFGA may have to commission a manufacturer to create these 
for us in the future. Please email or call me before ordering wings to ensure they are in stock.  

 

We have re-stocked Patch #1, Gunners “C’est La Vie” bulldog patch. Due to rising production costs, the price must 
be raised to $6.00 each. 

 

Please, a reminder to all BX patrons, make all payments out to AFGA. Don’t use names.  

 

The AFGA has chosen not to pursue acceptance of credit cards due to expensive monthly fees that can’t be justified 
by our sales volume. 

NEW ITEMS—see BX forms 

Inside Widow decal 13”X 13” 
Son of a Gunner patch 

Gunner Ceramic Mug  $35 d Large decal-13”X13” 

Order these large  de-
cals from Bob Matherly 
$13 includes shipping 
bmatherly49@gmail.com 
make check to AFGA 

mailto:BXOfficer@gunners.net


57 

 

AFGA EXCHANGE 

21/06/2014 



58 

 

AFGA EXCHANGE 



59 

 

AFGA EXCHANGE 



 60 

HISTORY LESSON 
GETTING THE BLUES 

How the Air Force tailored it’s distinctive uniform 
by Tech. Sgt. Pat McKenna    (http://www.af.mil/news/airman/1296/duds.htm) 

 

Today, some Americans can distinguish an airman from a soldier, but back in 1948 telling the two apart was a whole lot hard-
er. That's because airmen and soldiers dressed almost identically for several years after Sept. 18, 1947 -- the date the Air Force 
became a separate service. 

 

It wasn't until January 1949 when the Air Force adopted its shade 84 blue uniforms; however, most airmen didn't have a set of 
"blues" hanging in their wall lockers until late 1950. In the interim, officers wore the Army's "pinks and greens" and airmen 
wore ODs (olive drab). 

 

The Army began planning how it would clothe the independent Air Force in 1946 by conducting clothing studies, convening 
uniform boards, and making prototype outfits. The Army entertained several color proposals for the new uniform including 
dark gray, chocolate brown, medium green and sapphire blue. 

 

One challenge facing the Air Board: designing a uniform that would appeal to the younger generation while appeasing the old-
fashioned sensibilities of the service's leaders. John P. Langellier and Robert L. Sanders wrote in the fall 1987 Aerospace His-
torian that some feared "the Air Force uniform would be too somber instead of colorful with eye appeal. Lt. Gen. Hoyt Van-
denberg went on to note that Secretary of the Air Force [W. Stuart] Symington even exclaimed at one time, 'For God's sake 
let's not have ODs because it means olive drab. And it means drab. That's the thing we ought to stay away from.'  

 

"Another general further underscored the desire to establish a positive image contending, 'young soldiers want some class, 
want something with pep in it; old clowns like us maybe want something subdued, but the vast majority of enlisted men and 
young officers want some color to these things.'" 

 

Secretary Symington and Gen. Carl Spaatz, Air Force chief of staff, gathered a panel of fashion designers in September 1947 
to tackle the problem of designing a uniform that would please both camps. What they agreed upon was a color known as Ux-
bridge 1683, later referred to as Air Force shade 84 blue, and silver buttons emblazoned with the Air Force seal instead of the 
gold color worn by members of other branches. 

 

General Spaatz favored a braided rank insignia on the sleeve for officers, much in the same fashion of the U.S. Navy and Roy-
al Air Force, and silver wing chevrons on the upper sleeve for enlisted troops. The Air Board, however, recommended keeping 
the Army rank insignia as a stopgap to expedite production of the new uniform.  

 

Historians credit Gen. Henry H. "Hap" Arnold as one of the original architects of Air Force insignia and badges. He sketched 
out designs for the first military aviator badge or "wings" when he was a major in 1917, and he also championed distinct garb 
for fliers. 

 

Many of the unique badges and special clothes previously worn by aviators in the Air Corps and Army Air Forces were re-
moved from the new Air Force uniform, because the Air Board advocated an uncluttered, plain blue suit. Even the propeller, a 
longtime symbol of military aviation, was jettisoned. Maj. Gen. Hugh Knerr, then Air Board secretary general, said, "You 
don't want any propellers in a jet age." 

 

The "Air Force Public Relations Letter" (Feb. 11, 1949) urged commanders to explain to their troops and the public "that the 
uniform is NOT gaudy 'glamour' type ... BUT is plain, distinctive, practical garb which symbolizes Air Force personnel -- men 
and women who are technically trained specialists, average citizens, members of a highly proud service organization. Uni-
forms will be identical for officers and airmen, with exception of insignia." 

 

The material used for the jacket and slacks of the Air Force blue uniform was a wool serge. Between then and now, uniform 
fabrics have also included cotton, 100-percent polyester and the current polyester-wool blend. 

 

From 1955 to 1977, retired Master Sgt. Dave Menard wore almost every combination of the Air Force uniform except for bush 
jacket and matching shorts. 

 

"It was despised ... it was hideous. Nobody working on the flightline would've been caught dead wearing them," said Menard, 
a 32-year veteran machinist from Chicago. "It didn't say 'Air Force' to me. You had this khaki bush jacket with big ammo-
pouch pockets, khaki shorts, a big belt, black knee socks, and to top it off, you wore a pith helmet. You looked like a big-game 
hunter in that outfit." 

 

Menard was no fan of khakis either. The original tan khakis, called 505s, were composed of 100-percent cotton trousers and 
shirt. 

 

"You'd starch the hell out of them until they had razor-sharp creases, but after a couple of hours of wear, they'd look like you'd 
been on a three-day drunk," said Menard, 60. "As soon as you could afford it, you got rid of the issue khakis and bought what 
were called 'officer material' 505s, which held a crease longer." 

 

The Air Force later replaced the 505s with "1505" khakis, which required less starch and elbow grease to maintain. The service 
eventually mothballed 1505s and also removed from its closet herringbone twill coveralls, which were worn by maintainers, 
mechanics and other airmen who got their hands dirty for a living. Menard said during basic training the quartermaster issued 
him two sets of "HBTs," as they were called. 
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"No matter what size they were, HBTs never fit right. The crotch of those things were always hanging down around your 
knees. They were green and faded pretty quickly. You could line a bunch of guys up on the flightline and no two pair of HBTs 
would be the same color," said Menard, now a historical researcher for the U.S. Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Ohio. 

 

The item Menard missed the most after it was scrapped from the Air Force wardrobe was the battle, or "Ike," jacket. "It broke 
my heart when they took it away," he said. "If you had to travel, and you had to wear wool, that was the way to do it. It was cut 
short so you weren't sitting on it and wrinkling it. It was a lot better than the service jacket, which, when combined with the 
wheel cap, made us look like bus drivers." 

 

Menard said that during the early years of his career, airmen were required to wear ties when off base. Many GIs would tuck 
their ties in between the second and third buttons of their shirts, because tie clasps and tie tacks weren't authorized at the time. 
This fashion custom is said to have begun with soldiers wanting to avoid getting their neckwear snagged in the breeches of 
firing howitzers and rifles. The style, however, was considered dapper by the public and became the vogue, possibly because 
people like Spencer Tracy and Gregory Peck modeled it in Hollywood war movies. 

 

Menard said civilian fashion trends oftentimes influenced military dress and grooming. "Hem lines changed with the times," 
said Menard. "But the WAFs [Women in the Air Force] never went for the mini-skirt craze. You'd only see skirt hem lines 
change a few inches either way, at the most. But there were always a few people trying to get away with bending the rules." 

 

Like bobbing skirt lengths, hairstyles have also come and gone ... and returned again. The 1950s flattop made a brief come-
back a couple of years ago and then faded. From the mid-1960s until the mid to late 70s, long locks were the trend, and the Air 
Force even relaxed its grooming standards during this period to allow airmen to sport slightly shaggier hair. 

 

Airman 1st Class Don Allred wrote in the February 1971 "Airman" about the service's revised reg and the elaborate techniques 
some airmen used to disguise their derelict "do." With tongue in cheek, he wrote, "[The regulation] provides a middle ground 
between military decor and the hairy civilian trend that has everyone from janitors to corporation presidents wearing infinitely 
long sideburns and hair, endless thatches that flow over the ears and down the neck, to points unknown. . . . Before the reg, 
people who stuck rigidly to Air Force policy had so much skin showing they had to give the head an "X" rating. Fortunately, 
the policy wasn't too strictly enforced, so most airmen practiced what was politely called 'hair-styling duplicity.' 

 

"The duplicity arose from an effort to look decent on duty and still be cool with the local chicks. From this came the phenome-
non known as hair hiding, accomplished in many ways. Foremost was the Grease-Ball look. You took two jars of paste wax, 
one bottle of glue, two sticks of paraffin and three packs of chewing gum, mixed 'em in a pan and brought 'em to a boil over a 
low flame. The mixture was then allowed to cool. 

 

"In about 30 minutes, the concoction condensed to a mucky consistency, which was then troweled onto the hair. This hairstyle 
proved very effective if you worked outside in the wind. Your hair simply would not move, man."  

 

The practice of grooming duplicity is still witnessed today by a minority of male airmen attempting to hide developing pierced 
ears. To prevent their punctures from plugging, these fashion slaves must leave studs in their earlobes until their skin heals. 
Since the Air Force bans men from wearing earrings while in uniform, these airmen must disguise the illicit adornments -- usu-
ally by covering them with a Band-Aid -- during a month of cosmetic convalescence. 

 

And with the new rage in body piercing, we may see Band-Aids covering more and more exterior parts (pierced tounges, lips) 
of airmen. 

 

Recent trends in Air Force grooming and dress concern Menard. He especially detests society's embracing of political correct-
ness and its fallout on the military. On a glass partition in his cubicle is a bogus cloth badge that says "Politically Correct 
Squadron Patch," which is illustrated with a plain black-and-white bar code. 

 

"What I've heard is that many squadrons aren't allowed to have patches that show demons, skulls or anything that implies 
death. Some of these squadrons have worn these patches through three wars, and now they're having to change them because 
someone's afraid others will be offended," said Menard. "The worst story of political correctness I've heard is about a squadron 
symbolized by a buccaneer wearing an eye patch. It was suggested the squadron remove the pirate's eye patch, because it 
might upset people who are 'visually impaired.' Give me a break!" 

 

The 1993 uniform change -- the biggest modification to the Air Force wardrobe in its nearly 50-year history -- also disappoint-
ed the historical researcher. "The blue is too dark on the pants and jacket. It looks almost black. So from a distance, I can't tell 
whether I'm looking at a sailor or an airman. I'm glad they decided to get rid of the sleeve braid." 

 

Menard does have one suggestion if and when the Air Force plans to alter the uniform of the future. 

 

"Please, no Spandex," Menard said. "If the guys I used to work with wore Spandex, we would've never got any work done ... 
we'd be too busy laughing at each other."  

 

Editor’s note:  I remember wearing the Bush jacket and short pants while going through NCO Prep school at Beale AFB in 
July 1963—very, very hot but cool wearing….never wore them again though.  Creases left within 15 minutes of putting them 
on also—just like the long pants and short sleeve shirts.  Bush jacket made nice hunting jacket while stationed at Shaw AFB in 
1968.  Bob 

HISTORY LESSON 
GETTING THE BLUES (cont) 
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KOREAN VETERAN’S STORY 

TED WILLIAMS  - SUPERSTAR…….AND A MARINE PILOT 

61 years ago:   Ted Williams was John Glenn's wingman flying F-9Fs in Korea 
 
The Boston Red Sox slugger who wore No. 9 as a major 
leaguer, would now be assigned to an F-9 Panther jet as a 
pilot. Ted flew a 39 combat missions in Korea.  

 

He was selected by his commander John Glenn 
(later the astronaut, senator, and 
“septuagenonaut”) to fly as Glenn’s wingman.  

  

While flying an air strike on a troop encampment 
near Kyomipo, William’s F-9 was hit by hostile 
ground fire. Ted commented later… “the funny 
thing was I didn’t feel anything… I knew I was hit 
when the stick started shaking like mad in my 
hands. Then everything went out, my radio, my 
landing gear, everything. The red warning lights 
were on all over the plane.” The F-9 Panther had a 

centrifugal flow engine and normally caught fire 
when hit. The tail would literally blow off most 
stricken aircraft. The standard orders were to eject 

from any Panther with a fire in the rear of the plane. Ted’s aircraft was indeed on fire, and was trail-
ing smoke and flames. Glen and the other pilots on the mission were yelling over their radios for 
William’s to get out. However, with his radio out Williams could not hear their warnings, and he 
could not see the condition of the rear of his aircraft. Glenn and another Panther flown by Larry 
Hawkins came up alongside Williams and lead him to the nearest friendly airfield. Fighting to hold 
the plane together, Ted brought his Panther in at more than 200-MPH for a crash landing on the 
Marsden-matted strip. With no landing gear, dive brakes, or functioning flaps the flaming Panther 
jet skidded down the runway for more than 3000 feet.  Williams got out of the aircraft only moments 
before it was totally engulfed in flames.  Ted Williams survived his tour of duty in Korea and re-
turned to major league baseball. 

  

  PS: Ted missed out flying combat missions during WW II  because his flying and gunnery skills 
were so good that he was kept as an instructor for much of the War.  During advanced training at 
Pensacola, Florida, Ted would accurately shoot the sleeve targets to shreds while shooting out of 
wing-overs, zooms, and barrel rolls.  He broke the all-time record for “hits” at the 
school.  Following Pensacola, Ted was sent to Jacksonville for advanced gunnery training.  This is 
the payoff test for potential combat pilots.  Ted set all the records for reflexes, coordination, and 
visual reaction time.  As a result of his stunning success he was made an instructor at Bronson 
field to put Marine aviation cadets through their final paces.  By 1945 Ted got his wish and was fi-
nally transferred to a combat wing, but weeks later the war was over. He was discharged from the 
military in December of 1945. Seven years later, in December of 1952, Ted was recalled to active 
duty as a Marine Corps fighter.  When asked to name the greatest team he was ever on, Ted said, "the US 
Marines. 
 
Sent in by Harry Tolmich …. Thanks, Harry,  for quite an interesting story about one of the greatest baseball 
players in history and a member of the “Greatest Generation” who served his country unselfishly in WWII 
and Korea.    Bob 
 

John Glenn was Ted Williams commander in the Korean War 
and Williams was his  wingman in Korea 
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JUNE 6, 1944 
70 YEARS AGO  -  IN REMEMBERANCE 

FACT SHEET: Normandy Landings 
The Normandy Landings, codenamed Operation Neptune, supported Operation Overlord and paved the way for the liberation of Eu-
rope.  The Allies selected Normandy as the landing site for the invasion because it provided the best access to France’s interi-
or.  Initially planned for May 1944, the invasion was delayed until June due to a lack of landing craft.  Weather conditions almost 
caused another delay, but Commander of the Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force General Dwight Eisenhower made 
the decision to proceed as planned.  

Background on the Normandy Landings 

The assault began shortly after midnight on June 6, 1944, with an air bombardment consisting of more than 2,200 allied bombers 
attacking targets along the coast and inland.  Clouds hindered the air strikes, however, and the coastal bombing at Omaha Beach 
was particularly ineffective.  More than 24,000 American, British, and Canadian airborne assault troops and 1,200 aircraft followed 
the air bombardment.  At 1:30 a.m. the 101st (U.S.) Airborne Division began landing behind Utah beach to secure the exits from the 
beach, and the 82d (U.S.) Airborne Division began landing at 2:30 a.m. to secure bridges on the right flank of the beachhead.  Thick 
cloud cover also hindered the air insertion, and many of the units missed their landing zones, often by miles.  On the coastline, the 
second phase began at 5:30 a.m. as forces when six Allied divisions and numerous small units began landing on five beaches.  The 
Allies landed more than 160,000 troops at Normandy, of which 73,000 were American.  There were also 83,115 British and Canadian 
forces who landed on Gold, Juno, and Sword beaches. 

By the end of the first day, none of the assault forces had secured their first-day objectives.  Allied casualties on June 6 have been 
estimated at 10,000 killed, wounded, and missing in action: 6,603 Americans, 2,700 British, and 946 Canadians.  Over the following 
days the Allies gradually expanded their tenuous foothold.  When a failed German counterattack on August 8 resulted in more than 
50,000 German troops being encircled by Allied forces near the town of Falaise, the tide turned, and the Allies broke out of Norman-
dy on August 15.  Once out of Normandy, Allied forces advanced quickly and liberated Paris on August 25.  German forces retreated 
across the Seine five days later, marking the end of Operation Overlord. 

The cost of the Normandy campaign was high on both sides.  From D-day through August 21, the Allies landed more than two mil-
lion men in northern France and suffered more than 226,386 casualties: 72,911 killed/missing and 153,475 wounded.  German losses 
included over 240,000 casualties and 200,000 captured.  Between 13,000 and 20,000 French civilians died, and many more were seri-
ously wounded. 

Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial 

The Normandy American Cemetery is the resting place for 9,387 Americans, most of whom gave their lives during the landing opera-
tions and in the establishment of the beachhead.  The names of 
1,557 soldiers are inscribed on tablets in the cemetery’s Garden of 
the Missing.  They came from all 50 states and the District of Co-
lumbia.  The remains of approximately 14,000 others originally bur-
ied in this region were returned home at the request of their next of 
kin.  A father and his son are buried here, side by side, and in 33 
instances two brothers rest side by side.  The headstones are of 
white Italian marble -- a Star of David for those of Jewish faith and 
a Latin Cross for all others.  The permanent cemetery is located on 
land France granted to the United States in perpetuity, on the site 
of the temporary American cemetery established June 8, 1944.  It is 
one of 14 permanent World War II military cemeteries constructed 
on foreign soil by the American Battle Monuments Commission, an 
independent U.S. federal agency that commemorates the service, 
sacrifice, and achievements of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

The Memorial consists of a semi-circular colonnade with a loggia 
at each end.  On the platform immediately west of the colonnade is 
sculptor Donald De Lue’s 22-foot bronze statue, “The Spirit of 
American Youth Rising from the Waves,” a tribute to those who 
gave their lives in these operations.  Around its base is the inscrip-
tion, “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory  

A memorial for the 1,557 Americans who died in the Normandy campaign 
but could not be identified or located was constructed from 1953 - 1956. The 
names of those missing men are inscribed on the walls of the curved memori-
al at the east end of a retaining pool.  

 

Editor’s note:  Thought it appropriate on this day, June 6, 2014, to reflect a 
moment on this day of the sacrifices made over those days, weeks and months 
in a long ago war in a far off place.  Let us always remember this day and 
give thanks to those honored men resting here.  

 

 The price of FREEDOM is very high!   

 

Aerial view of the Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial 



 64 

J
U

N
E

 6
, 1

9
4
4

 
N

O
R

M
A

N
D

Y
, F

R
A

N
C

E
  - A

 D
A

Y
 T

O
 R

E
M

E
M

B
E

R
 


